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HELP 
WANTED 

 
  S e l i n s g r o v e 
Borough is 
s e e k i n g 
applicants for 
p a r t - t i m e 
c r o s s i n g 
g u a r d s .  
C r o s s i n g 
guards are paid 
$8.50 per hour 
and trained by 
t h e  p o l i c e 
d e p a r t m e n t .  
C r o s s i n g 
guards spend 
approximately 
1-1/2 hours in 
the morning 
and afternoon 
a s s i s t i n g  
children across 
B o r o u g h 
s t r e e t s .  
A p p l i c a t i o n s 
can be picked 
up at the 
Borough Office. 
____________
_ 
 

Posting of 
Signs 

 
Many residents 
p o s t  s i g n s 
throughout town 
illegally on light 
poles, trees or 
public buildings.  
S e v e r a l 
b u s i n e s s e s 
offer bulletin 
boards for this 

2003 Street Projects 

September 2003          A LOOK AT OUR BOROUGH                      I s s u e 

FALL & WINTER eventsFALL & WINTER eventsFALL & WINTER eventsFALL & WINTER events    

Sesquicentennial Celebration 

Saturday, September 20 

thru Sunday, September 28 

(Events listed on page 2) 

 

Market Street Festival 

Saturday, September 27 - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Downtown Selinsgrove 

 

Halloween Parade 

Tuesday, October 21 - 7:00 p.m. 

Market Street 

 

Holiday Open House 

Green Pickle Festival 

Friday & Saturday, November 7 & 8 

Downtown Selinsgrove 

 

Community Tree Lighting 

Tuesday, November 25 

 

Late Shoppers’ Night 

Tuesday, December 2 - 8:00 p.m. to midnight 

Downtown Selinsgrove 

 

Candlelight Service 

Tuesday, December 9 - 7:30 p.m. 

Weber Chapel, Susquehanna University 
(previously published as 12/02/03) 

 

visit our web site @ www.selinsgrove.org 

  Selinsgrove Borough Council has 
begun construction for the following 
streets during 2003.  Construction will 
begin this year and continue through 
2004.  
 
Pine Street - Market to Water  
Includes water and sewer main and laterals 
in 2003 with paving and drainage completed 
next year.  Residents will have to replace 
curbing and sidewalks. 
 
Pine Street - Water to Isle of Que Bridge 
Includes water and sewer laterals in 2003 
with paving and drainage completed next 
year.  Residents will have to replace curbing 
and sidewalks. 

 
Pine Street - Third to Front 
Water main and water and sewer laterals in 
2003 with paving and drainage next year.   
Residents will have to replace curbing and 
sidewalks. 
 
Eighth Street - Mill to Snyder 
Water and sewer main and laterals in 2003 
with paving completed next year.  Residents 
will have to replace curbing. 
 
Sherman Street - Orange to Ninth 
Drainage in 2003 with paving next year. 
 
  Paving is delayed to allow for settlement 
when major water and sewer repairs are 
made on heavily traveled streets.  We 
appreciate your patience during 
construction. 

SELIN’S GROVE 
1 North High Street 

Selinsgrove, PA 17870 

Telephone 570-374-2311 

Snow and Ice Removal - Yes, it will soon be that time again!  Please remember that the Borough will 
be trying to more uniformly and equitably enforce the Borough regulations pertaining to public 
sidewalks and streets.  If you do not remove snow or ice within 24 hours, or 48 hours if the snow depth 
exceeds 12 inches, the Borough will be prepared to have the snow or ice removed by a private 
contractor and will submit the bill to the property owner for payment.  This is a very important public 
safety issue and it is therefore necessary for all property owners to comply.  Snow is not to be shoveled 
or blown onto the cartways of streets or alleys, or against any fire hydrant. 
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A LOOK AT OUR BOROUGH 

SELIN’S GROVE CELEBRATES 150 YEARS 

September 20, 2003 thru September 28, 2003 

Schedule of Events 

Tuesday, September 23 
  
Sesquicentennial Reception and Official Ceremony 
  Selinsgrove Middle School Multi-Purpose Room and 
  Auditorium. 
  Reception at 6:30 p.m.  Ceremony 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
  Community Choir, invited guests and keynote speaker. 

Saturday, September 20 
 
Sesquicentennial/SU Homecoming Parade - 11:00 a.m. 
  SAHS Marching Band, SU Stage Band, Floats, antique 
  cars and machinery, marching groups and individuals. 
  All groups and individuals interested in participating in  
  the Sesquicentennial spirit are welcome to join the 
  parade.  Parade forms on High Street between Snyder 
  Street and Pine Street starting at 10:30 a.m..  Parade 
  will proceed from High Street to Snyder Street to 
  Market Street to Pine Street to Susquehanna Avenue 
  and disband at the “Band Room” parking lot of the 
  Selinsgrove High School. 
SU Homecoming Football Game - 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Commemorative Banana Split - 4:30 p.m. 
  Recreation of Selinsgrove Borough’s 1982 and 1988 
  “Guinness Book of World Records” Longest Banana 
  Split.  Located on West Pine Street between Broad 
  Street and Susquehanna Avenue.  Tickets $5.00/person. 
  Proceeds benefit scholarship funds for Selinsgrove 
  youth. 

Sunday, September 21 
 
Selin’s Grove Community Picnic - Noon - 5:00 p.m. 
  Selinsgrove High School front lawn.  Food court on 
  Rotary Field.  Barbecue chicken dinner by Rotary. 
  Pork sandwiches and soda by Kidsgrove Committee. 
  Beef sandwiches by Selinsgrove Football Boosters. 
  Home-made ice cream, lemonade and iced tea by 
  Freeburg Boy Scouts.  Watermelon for everyone. 
  Games from “days of old” and special activities  
  throughout the day.  Square Dance demonstration and 
  instructions for beginners sponsored by Kidsgrove. 
  Civil War Reenactors.  Antique machinery and  
  automobile show.  Horse and buggy rides available. 
Playing the Bells of Selin’s Grove - 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
  Bell tower concert. 
Community Vespers Service - 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
  Church of the Nazarene, Sassafras Street 
  Community Choir, Old Fashioned Hymn Sing 

Monday, September 22 
 
“A Stroll Through Selin’s Grove’s History” -  
  6:00 - 9:00 p.m.  Downtown Selinsgrove.  Visit with 
  reenactors portraying historic Selin’s Grove characters. 
  Contributions for the performers gratefully accepted. 

Thursday, September 25 
 
Selin’s Grove’s Historical River Walk Reenactors present 
  “Characters of the Past” - historical vignettes staged on 
  the Isle of Que with the Susquehanna River as a back- 
  drop.  Lantern and torch lit reenactments of our history 
  from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.  Front Street from Chestnut to  
  Walnut, Pine Street from River Alley to Front Street. 
  $5.00/person donation requested. 

Friday, September 26 
 
Selin’s Grove’s Historical River Walk Reenactors 
  (Rain Date) 

Saturday, September 27 
 
Market Street Festival - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
  Beware - Bearded Gentlemen of Selin’s Grove will be 
  “policing” the Sesquicentennial Beard and Bonnet 
  Policy and detaining violators in stockade for public 
  humiliation (all in good fun, of course). 
5K Race 
Big Band Nostalgia - 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
  SU Weber Chapel with 1943 WWII Reenactors/dancers 
  and WWII Military Display. 
  17-piece band in concert with dancing in the aisles. 
  WWII Era costume strongly encouraged but not  
  required.  1940’s vintage cars will be provided 
  prominent parking in front of Weber Chapel. 
  $5.00/person general admission. 

Sunday, September 28 
 
Union Cemetery Tour - 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
  16-volume collection of information on persons buried  
  at Union Cemetery.  Each volume representing one 
  section of the cemetery to be available for review. 
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SELINSGROVE HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 
 
The Borough of Selinsgrove has adopted a Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The 

Plan was prepared by SEDA-Council of Governments with input and guidance from 
the Selinsgrove Mitigation Planning Committee.  The Committee was composed of 
Flood Plain Residents, Borough Officials, Emergency Personnel and a representative 
of the Selinsgrove Planning Commission.  The Hazard Mitigation Plan addresses the 
local flood hazards and will be used as a planning tool for the Borough for years to 
come.  The Mitigation Planning Committee will act as advisors to the Selinsgrove 
Planning Commission whom Borough Council has charged with the duties of the 
“Mitigation Committee” as described in the Plan. 

 
Selinsgrove has experienced numerous serious floods, including the most 

memorable Hurricane Agnes in June 1972 and, more recently, a flood in January 
1996.  Flooding in the Borough is caused by high water and ice jams in the 
Susquehanna River and Penns Creek.  Smaller streams in the Borough flooded in 
1999 due to heavy rain.  Flooding particularly affects structures located in the 100 and 
500 year floodplains.  The 100 year floodplain has a 1% chance of being flooded in 
any given year.  Smaller or larger floods can occur.  The Borough Offices can help 
determine if your property is in a flood hazard area. 

 
Selinsgrove’s flood warning system has many components.  The Snyder 

County Emergency Management Agency and Communications Center conducts 24-
hour monitoring of weather reports and river forecasts from the National Weather 
Service and Mid-Atlantic River Forecast Center.  The Communications Center and 
National Weather Service issue flood watches and warnings for the Susquehanna 
River and smaller streams.  Residents are advised of possible flooding events through 
local radio stations and the Emergency Broadcast System.  In some areas, firemen and 
Borough police officers go door-to-door to alert residents.  Emergency shelters in 
Selinsgrove are established at Susquehanna University and, if needed, at the 
Selinsgrove Area High School.  Unnecessary risks to rescue personnel can be avoided 
if residents promptly evacuate when notified by officials. 

 
Standard homeowners’ or renters’ insurance policies do not cover losses due 

to flooding.  Selinsgrove participates in the National Flood Insurance Program 
(NFIP), so any property owner in Selinsgrove Borough can obtain federally-backed 
flood insurance.  Flood insurance is available through insurance carriers to property 
owners for buildings and contents, and to tenants for personal property.  For homes 
located in the flood prone areas and purchased with federally backed mortgages, flood 
insurance may be required.  Information about flood insurance and rates can be 
obtained from insurance agents.  There is a 30-day waiting period before flood 
insurance policies take effect.  Selinsgrove is working to provide discounts to flood 
insurance policy holders through the Community Rating System (CRS) Program. 

 
Every year flooding causes more property damage than any other type of 

natural disaster.  Businesses and residents can take measures to reduce flood losses.  
Inventory can be organized for speedy removal to higher locations within a facility or 
off-site.  Closures can be installed to prevent water backups through drains.  
Buildings can be elevated above flood levels, or furnaces and electrical panels can be 
relocated to higher floors.  The Borough has information to help property owners 
decide what to do. 

 
Development in the floodplain must comply with Borough Floodplain 

Ordinances.  Contact the Borough Code Officer if any work is to be performed in any 
flood hazard area. 

 
 

  Selinsgrove Borough Council has 
authorized a 25% increase in sewer 
rates and the elimination of the 
“volume discount” or “declining” 
rate schedule used in the past.  
Sewer charges are based on 
metered water consumption and 
have not been increased since July 
7, 1980.  Over the past three years, 
the Borough has seen a 60% 
increase in the sewage treatment 
charges assessed by the Eastern 
Snyder County Regional Authority 
and significant increases in 
insurance costs.  As a result, 
operating expenditures exceed 
operating revenues.  These 
operating shortfalls have been 
covered by monies primarily set 
aside in prior years for the repair 
and replacement of the sanitary 
sewer collection system.  The 
recommendation is for an increase 
in the minimum quarterly sewer 
charge from $10.75 to $13.50 for 
the 3,000 gallons per quarter.  The 
declining rate schedule will be 
replaced with a uniform rate of 
$4.50 per thousand gallons.  Most 
customers will see an increase of 
approximately 25% with higher 
users receiving up to 50% increase.  
This increase will go into effect on 
January 1, 2004.  Customers will 
see the rate change with the billing 
of April 20, 2004.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the 

Newsletter Committee: 
 

Marlin Inch 

William D. Hetherington, Jr. 

Wilhelm Reuning 

Sewer Rate Increase 

Election Day 
November 4, 2003 
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Selinsgrove Borough 
1 North High Street 

P. O. Box 34 
Selinsgrove,  PA  17870 

Official Resolution on the 
Wearing of Beards and Bonnets 

 

From September 20 thru 27, 
while walking within the public 
domain of the Borough, all 
gentlemen shall be required to 
wear a beard and all ladies shall 
be required to wear a bonnet.  In 
this era, it is anticipated that 
waivers may be requested from 
the Bearded Knights and 
B o n n e t e d  L a d i e s 
S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l  F u n 
Organization for persons judged 
to be of a particularly “Generous 
Nature”.  Waivers may be 
granted for compelling reasons 
such as a significant other not 
allowing a gentlemen to grow a 
beard, a genetic abnormality 
which renders the gentlemen 
unable to produce a growth of 
beard, a lady predisposed to a 
bad hair day upon the wearing of 
a bonnet or such other similar 
abnormality.  A button will be 
required for the waiver. 

A LOOK AT OUR BOROUGH 
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Borough Council 
 
Dianne K. Mengel - President 
 

William D. Hetherington, Jr. - 
  Vice-President 
 

Sean E. Christine 
 

Carol Handlan 
 

Marlin A. Inch 
 

George R. Kinney 
 

Wilhelm Reuning 
 

 
Other Borough Officials: 

 
Garry F. Beaver - Mayor 
John C. Bickhart - Borough Manager 
Thomas L. Garlock - Chief of Police 
Robert M. Cravitz - Borough Solicitor 
John A. Coukart - Borough Engineer 

 

Selinsgrove 

Borough 

Council is 

 always looking 

for interested 

residents to 

serve on various 

committees and 

commissions. 

  If you are 

 interested in 

serving, please 

contact a 

 council 

member or the 

 Borough 

 Office at 

 374-2311. 

“HOT TOPICS” 

From the desk of the Borough Manager: 

 
Rules That We Live By - The Borough’s ordinances are not 
mandates handed down from some “higher authority”.  
They are the rules that we, the “Selinsgrove community”, 
through our elected officials, have made to define how we 
have decided to live together.  As a resident of the 
community and a good neighbor, it is you responsibility to 
know and follow these rules. 
 
Unnecessary Use of Water - Frequently the Borough 
receives calls from water customers complaining that their 
water bill was substantially higher than normal.  In most 
cases, this can be traced to a toilet that does not shut off 
completely, a water softener that sticks in a backwash cycle, 
a malfunctioning water heater or a leak of one type or 
another in the water pipes.  When this happens, the property 
owner is responsible for the cost of water used, no 

exceptions.  Please monitor your water systems, fixtures 
and appliances to quickly find and repair such leaks.  
Periodic inspections and reading the meter over a period of 
minimal water use, such as overnight, can detect leaks and 
save you hundreds of dollars of unnecessary expenses. 


