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House 

Numbers  
 
As a part of 
the County’s 
re-addressing 
program and 
in an effort to 
provide more 
r e l i a b l e 
e m e r g e n c y 
services, the 
Borough has 
r e c e n t l y 
renamed a few 
streets and 
alleys.  Each 
homeowner is 
required to 
place house 
numbers, at 
least 4 inches 
in height, in a 
p r o m i n e n t 
location that 
can be easily 
seen from the 
street. 
 
Posting of 

Signs 
 
Many residents 
p o s t  s i g n s 
throughout town 
illegally on light 
poles, trees or 
public buildings.  
S e v e r a l 
businesses offer 
bulletin boards 
for this purpose.  
Such places are 
at the Borough 
building, food 
stores, banks 
a n d  p o s t 
office. 

Uniform Construction 
Code 

 “… new construction, renovation” 
and repair. 
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Annual Borough Spring Clean Up 
Monday, April 19 

East side of Market Street & Isle of Que 
Tuesday, April 20 

West side of Market to 
 and including Orange Street 

Wednesday, April  21 
Eighth Street to 

 and including Eighteenth Street 
 

Memorial Day Service 
Monday, May 31 - 9:00 a.m. 

1 North High Street 
 

American Cancer Society’s 
Relay for Life 

Nicholas A. Lopardo Stadium 
Susquehanna University 

Friday and Saturday, June 11 and June 12 
 

Strawberry Festival 
Monday, June 14 - 7:30 p.m 

 Pump House Park 
Water & Snyder Streets 

 
Old Tymer’s Days 

Friday and Saturday, July 16 and July 17 
Downtown Selinsgrove 

 
Antiques on the Isle 

Sunday, July 18 - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Along the Susquehanna 

Front & Pine Streets 
 

Market Street Festival 
Saturday, September 25 - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Downtown Selinsgrove 
 

visit our web site @ www.selinsgrove.org 

  A matter of significant importance to all 
Pennsylvania municipalities occurred recently 
when the General Assembly established a 
Uniform Construction Code (UCC) throughout 
the Commonwealth.  The passage is notable 
because it is the first time that the 
Commonwealth has attempted to devise a 
statewide building standard applicable to new 
construction, renovation and repair. 
  Under the new Code, permits and inspections 
will be required for many of the renovation 
and repair activities for which no permit or 
inspection has been required in the past by the 
Borough.  No longer will the common belief 
be true that, “if it is inside the building, no 
permit is required.”   
  The Uniform Construction Code does not 
apply to: 
(1) New buildings or renovations to existing 
buildings for which an application for a permit 
was made to the Department or a municipality 
before April 9, 2004. 
(2) New buildings or renovations to existing 
buildings on which a contract for design or 
construction was signed before April 9, 2004. 
(3) The following structures if the structure 
has a building area less than 500 square feet 
and is accessory to a detached one-family 
dwelling: 
(i) Carports. 
(ii) Detached private garages. 
(iii) Greenhouses. 
(iv) Sheds. 
(4) An agricultural building.  
(5) Manufactured or industrialized housing 
shipped from the factory.  
(6) Installation of tubing, piping, propane gas 
burning appliances, equipment or fixtures 
related to liquefied petroleum gas under the 
Propane and Liquefied Petroleum Gas Act.  
(7) Construction of individual sewage disposal 
systems. 
 

(continued on page 3) 
Uniform Construction Code (continued 
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PILOT 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes 

  In October 2003, letters were sent to entities 
within the Borough that are exempt from 
paying Borough real estate taxes.  
Selinsgrove Borough council respectfully 
requested consideration for a payment in lieu 
of taxes to assist in maintaining as many 
Borough facilities and services as possible. 
  The combined value of the tax exempt 
properties within the Borough of Selinsgrove 
has been increasing significantly over the 
years and is now 49.3% of the value of all 
properties within the Borough.  This means 
that 50.7% of the properties in Selinsgrove 
Borough pay taxes.  Yet we maintain the 
same basic services to our communities such 
as general administration; subdivision, land 
development, planning and zoning; street and 
alley maintenance and rehabilitation; street 
lighting; snow removal; police; ambulance 
and fire protection; etc.  These services and 
facilities are maintained by revenues raised 
largely through real estate taxes. 
  The Borough has been facing this continued 
decrease in the value of our taxable real estate 
for many years.  In 2003, Borough Council 
decided to follow the lead of other Boroughs 
throughout Pennsylvania and request 
otherwise tax exempt entities to make 
"payments in lieu of taxes" to the Borough.  
As tax exempt entities enjoy the same 
facilities and services as those who pay real 
estate taxes, it seemed reasonable to make 
this request.   
  These are new realities that we must all 
face.  It will not be possible to continue to do 
things the way we did in the past.  Borough 
Council hopes that the tax exempt entities 
will give this request their careful 
consideration and will help to support our 
community. 
  In 2003, several tax exempt entities made a 
"payment in lieu of taxes" to the Borough.  
With everyone working together, we will be 
able to effectively maintain our community 
and to continue the facilities and services that 
are essential elements of our well being. 
 
Note:  Sunbury Municipal Authority agreed 
to a donation to the City of Sunbury as a 
payment for surveillance around the grounds 
of the treatment plant.  These funds were 
needed to save police officers jobs and 
balance their 2004 budget. 

  The Borough has received numerous complaints concerning pedestrians not 
using designated crosswalks and drivers not yielding to pedestrians who are 
using designated crosswalks.  As a result, these crosswalks have become 
locations where additional caution is warranted.   
  Pedestrians are reminded that drivers are only required to yield when the 
pedestrian is within the pavement markings of a marked crosswalk or when 
pedestrians are using an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection.  Not all drivers 
are aware of their obligation to yield.  Crossing at locations other than 
designated crosswalks adds to the confusion and significantly increases the 
hazard.   
  Drivers are reminded that they are required to yield when a pedestrian is 
within a marked crosswalk or when a pedestrian is using an unmarked 
crosswalk at an intersection.  Be aware that the driver behind you or 
approaching you may not be expecting a vehicle to stop for a pedestrian.  
Defensive driving practices would include anticipating that the car ahead of 
you may suddenly stop for pedestrians in these locations.   
  Certain locations on some streets have been established as “mid-block” 
crosswalks.  Official lines and other markings are placed on the street surface at 
these locations and signs have been erected facing approaching vehicular traffic 
to designate such crosswalks.  These crosswalks are located on 18th Street near 
the driveway entrance to the Middle School and on University Avenue near the 
eastern main driveway entrance to Susquehanna University, with another near 
the east entrance to Seibert Hall from the North Parking Lot.  Later this year, an 
additional crosswalk will be installed on Sassafras Street near the newly 
constructed SU athletic fields.     

“MID-BLOCK” CROSSWALKS 

POINTS ABOUT FLOODING IN SELINSGROVE 
 
  FLOOD HAZARDS IN SELINSGROVE.  Areas of the Borough near the 
Susquehanna River, Penns Creek and small streams are subject to flooding.  By 
using FEMA maps, Borough staff will help you determine if a property is in the 
floodplain. 
  FLOOD SAFETY.  Floods are dangerous.  For your safety, plan escape routes 
to higher ground and evacuate when advised by Borough officials.  Do not 
cross flooded roads. 
  FLOOD WARNINGS.  Warnings are issued on radio and TV.  In some areas 
police go door to door.  Plan what to do when a warning is issued and evacuate 
when asked to do so.  Prompt evacuation protects your life and emergency 
personnel who may have to rescue people who do not heed warnings to 
evacuate. 
  FLOOD INSURANCE.  Homeowners insurance does not cover flooding.  
You can buy National Flood Insurance in Selinsgrove.  Ask your insurance 
agent.  There is a 30-day waiting period before the policy goes into effect. 
  PROPERTY PROTECTION.  Selinsgrove Borough provides information to 
help property owners decide what to do to protect property from flooding. 
  NATURAL FUNCTIONS.  Floodplains and wetlands store floodwater and 
are home to wildlife and unique plant communities. 
  PERMIT REQUIREMENTS.  Development in flood areas must comply with 
Borough ordinances.  Call the Borough Office to see what permits are needed. 
  SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENTS.  Development that exceeds 50% of the 
market value of a property must meet new construction standards. 
  DRAINAGE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE.  Drainage system must remain 
clear of grass clippings and litter.  Borough ordinance prohibits dumping in 
streams or stream banks.  
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from page 1)   
 
A permit is not generally required for building construction for the following: 
(i) Fences that are not over 6 feet high. 
(ii) Oil derricks. 
(iii) Retaining walls, which are not over 4 feet in height measured from the lowest level of grade to the top of the wall, unless it is supporting a 
surcharge or impounding Class I, II or III-A liquids. 
(iv) Water tanks supported directly upon grade if the capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not 
exceed 2 to 1. 
(v) Sidewalks and driveways not more than 30 inches above grade and that are not located over a basement or story below it and which are not 
part of an accessible route. 
(vi) Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar finishing work. 
(vii) Temporary motion picture, television, and theater stage sets and scenery. 
(viii) Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R-3 occupancy which are less than 24 inches deep, do not exceed 5,000 gallons and 
are installed entirely aboveground. 
(ix) Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes that do not include service systems. 
(x) Swings and other playground equipment accessory to one- or two-family dwellings. 
(xi) Window awnings supported by an exterior wall which do not project more than 54 inches from the exterior wall and do not require 
additional support of group R-3 as applicable in the “International Building Code,” and Group U occupancies. 
(xii) Movable cases, counters and partitions that are not over 5 feet 9 inches in height. 
(xiii) Window replacement without structural change. 
A permit is not generally required for electrical work for the following: 
(i) Minor repair and maintenance work that includes the replacement of lamps or the connection of approved portable electrical equipment to 
approved permanently installed receptacles. 
(ii) Electrical equipment used for radio and television transmissions. The provisions of the Uniform Construction Code apply to equipment and 
wiring for power supply and the installation of towers and antennas. 
(iii) The installation of a temporary system for the testing or servicing of electrical equipment or apparatus. 
A permit is not generally required for gas work for the following: 
(i) A portable heating appliance. 
(ii) Replacement of a minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make the equipment unsafe. 
A permit is not generally required for mechanical work or equipment for the following: 
(i) A portable heating appliance. 
(ii) Portable ventilation equipment. 
(iii) A portable cooling unit. 
(iv) Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment governed under the Uniform Construction Code. 
(v) Replacement of any part that does not alter its approval or make it unsafe. 
(vi) A portable evaporative cooler. 
(vii) A self-contained refrigeration system containing 10 pounds or less of refrigerant and placed into action by motors that are not more than 1 
horsepower. 
A permit is not generally required for plumbing repairs for the following: 
(i) Stopping leaks in a drain and a water, soil, waste or vent pipe. The Uniform Construction Code applies if a concealed trap, drainpipe, water, 
soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and is removed and replaced with new material. 
(ii) Clearing stoppages or repairing leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures, and the removal and installation of water closets, faucets and lavatories if 
the valves or pipes are not replaced or rearranged. 
An ordinary repair generally does not require a permit. The following are not ordinary repairs: 
(i) Cutting away a wall, partition or portion of a wall. 
(ii) The removal or cutting of any structural beam or load-bearing support. 
(iii) The removal or change of any required means of egress, or rearrangement of parts of a structure affecting the egress requirements. 
(iv) The addition to, alteration of, replacement or relocation of any standpipe, water supply, sewer, drainage, drain leader, gas, soil, waste,       
vent or similar piping, electric wiring or mechanical. 
  A permit is not generally required for the installation, alteration or repair of generation, transmission, distribution, metering or other related 
equipment that is, by established right, under the ownership and control of a public utility as the term “public utility” is defined.  Emergency 
repairs or replacement of equipment may be made without first applying for a permit if a permit application is submitted to the building code 
official within 3 business days of the repair or replacement. 
  Selinsgrove Borough will be one of many of our neighboring communities that will join the Central Keystone Council of Governments (COG) 
for the administration and enforcement of the UCC.  Questions concerning Code requirements for new construction, renovations or repairs 
should be directed to the Central Keystone COG at 570-522-1326 or toll free at 1-877-457-9401.  Web sites that also provide general 
information and answers to commonly asked questions include www.ckcog.com or under “Building Code” at www.dli.state.pa.us.   
  The Borough will continue to review and approve changes in a proposed use of a building or property, all new buildings or structures proposed 
to be placed on a property or changes to the “footprint” of an existing building or structure.  This permit review and approval process was 
previously referred to as a “building permit” but, in order to distinguish this activity from the building permit under the UCC, will now be 
referred to as a zoning approval or permit.  The Borough’s zoning permit requirements will be required to be completed before a building permit 
will be issued from the Central Keystone COG.  All persons proposing any of these activities should contact the Borough Office. 
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Selinsgrove Borough 
1 North High Street 

P. O. Box 34 
Selinsgrove,  PA  17870 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
 
Parks & Recreation:  The 
Borough will again have 
constructive play time, crafts and 
creative learning beginning in 
June through mid-August at the 
Anthony Selin Park. 
Music at the Gazebo:  This 
program runs from June through 
August with concerts held at the 
Gazebo. 
Library: The Selinsgrove Library 
will have programs for children 
of all ages including Story Time 
and the Summer Reading Club. 
Selinsgrove Pool:  The pool 
offers many activities through 
the summer season.  Passes are 
available at the Borough Office. 
 
Watch the newspaper for dates 
and times throughout the 
summer for these events. 
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Borough Council 
 
Dianne K. Mengel - President 
 
William D. Hetherington, Jr. - 
  Vice-President 
 
Sean E. Christine 
 
Carol L. Handlan 
 
Marlin A. Inch 
 
George R. Kinney 
 
Wilhelm Reuning 
 
 
Other Borough Officials: 
 
Garry F. Beaver - Mayor 
John C. Bickhart - Borough Manager 
Thomas L. Garlock - Chief of Police 
Robert M. Cravitz - Borough Solicitor 
John A. Coukart - Borough Engineer 

 
 

REDUCE * REUSE * RECYCLE 
  These are good words to remember at home, school and at play. 
  REDUCE ...  the amount of garbage from your family: 
  * Use cloth shopping bags or recycle paper or plastic bags. 
  * Use both sides of paper. 
  * Take care of your toys - broken toys become trash. 
  * Recycle bottles, cans, plastic and paper. 
  * Think of creative ways to use items. 
  REUSE ... Anytime you use something over and over again you are saving our 
resources and helping to keep our earth green. 
  * Empty cereal boxes can be turned into great storage boxes.  Just cut and decorate. 
  * Empty glass jars are great for storing small items.  Decorate and fill for a unique 
gift idea. 
  * Empty plastic detergent bottles are great for playing in water or scooping sand. 
  RECYCLE ... It allows us to make new products from old ones. 
  * Recycling one soda can saves enough energy to run your T.V. for 3 hours. 
  * Recycling a stack of newspapers 10 feet tall saves one whole tree. 
 

Newsletter Committee: 
Marlin Inch 

William D. Hetherington, Jr. 
Wilhelm Reuning 

Every ton of recycled paper 
 we buy saves ......... 

17 trees and  
7,000 gallons of water. 

 look for us at: 
www.selinsgrove.org 


