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Anthony Selin 

Park &  
Recreation Area 

 
Summer is almost 
upon us.  Now is 
the time to reserve 
the facilities located 
off of Sassafras 
Street next to 
Kidsgrove if you are 
interested in having 
a family picnic, 
reunion,  birthday 
party or other 
spec ial  get -to-
gether.  The cost is 
$50.00 per day.  
The facility has 
been enlarged and 
offers a small play 
area for children 
a g e s  2 - 5 .  
Res t room  and 
kitchen facilities are 
also avai lable. 
Please contact the 
Borough Office at 
374-2311 for your 
reservat ion  or 
questions. 
____________ 
 

Weddings at 
the Gazebo 

 
Summertime is the 
right time for having 
a wedding at the 
Gazebo.  Make 
your reservations 
with the Borough 
Office at 374-2311.  
No cost for the 
Gazebo.   
 

Pump House 
 
T h e  a d j a c e n t 
“Pump House” is 
also available for a 
wide variety of 
small meetings, 
banquets ,  and 
parties.  Restroom 
and kitchen facilities 
are available.  Call 
the Borough Office 
at 374-2311 for 

New 
Employees 
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Annual Spring Cleanup 

Week of April 22nd 

 

Old Tymers’ Days 

July 19 & 20 

Downtown Selinsgrove 

 

Antiques on the Isle 

July 21 

Isle of Que 

 

Market Street Festival 

September 28 

Downtown Selinsgrove 

    T h e  B o r o u g h  o f 
Selinsgrove has hired some 
new employees in the past 
couple of months. 
  In September, Michael 
Moyer and Roger Feltman 
were hired to fill vacancies.  
Michael and his wife are 
residents of the Borough.  He 
is working with the recycling 
program.  Many will see him 
when they drop off their 
recyclables at the Borough 
Shed.  Roger and his family 
are from Mt. Pleasant Mills.  
Roger is an operator-in-
training for the water 
department.  Many will see 
Roger reading water meters 
and assisting customers with 
water problems. 
  Also in January, John 
Bickhart was appointed 
Borough Manager.  John and 
his wife are residents of 
Selinsgrove.  If you have any 
questions or problems, do not 
hesitate to contact him at the 

SIDEWALKS 
UPDATE 

  Residents continue to contact 
the Borough Office regarding 
the  ins ta l la t ion and /or 
replacement of their sidewalks.  
Council commends those who 
recognize their community 
responsibility and installed 
sidewalks to enhance the safety 
to pedestrians.  Inspections of 
properties throughout the 
Borough have been made and 
written notices have been  or 
will be sent to property owners 
who have curbs but do not 
have sidewalks.   If you were 
in the first group of property 
owners notified, you were 
required to have installed 
sidewalks by the end of 2001.  
Reminder letters are being sent 
for 2002.  Borough Council is 
currently considering having 
the sidewalks constructed, 
submitting the bill to the 
property owner and, if needed, 
filing a municipal lien against 
the property until the cost to 
the Borough is repaid, and/or 
utilizing  Borough fine 
provisions to enforce the 
requirement to construct the 
sidewalks.  The ordinance 
generally requires 4’ wide 
sidewalks and recommends a 
minimum of 12” between the 
sidewalks and the curb to 
protect the curbing and save 
money in the long run. 
  Grant funds are available to  
property owners who meet 

 look for us at: 

www.Selinsgrove.org 

Installation of TouchRead  
Water Meter Reading Units 

 
  The Borough of Selinsgrove 
is updating their outside 
water meter reading units.  
Some residents have already 
had their “readers” changed.  
It is important for residents to 
c a l l  a n d  m a k e  a n 
appointment to have your 
“reader” replaced when 
notified by the water 
d e p a r t m e n t .   W a t e r 
employees will drop off a 
request to contact us to make 
arrangements for changing 
the “reader”.  The new 
“readers” allow for employees 
to receive more accurate 
water readings without the 
need to enter your building. 

  The annual Borough Spring 
Cleanup is fast approaching.  
The cleanup is tentatively 
scheduled for the fourth week 
of April.  This may change 
depending on the availability 
of the hauler. 
  
(continued on Page 2) 

ANNUAL BOROUGH 
SPRING CLEANUP 
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No Parking 

 
  The Borough has received 
many complaints concerning 
vehicles, such as tractor-trailers, 
large vans, and cars with trailers, 
that are parked too close to an  
intersection or driveway.  These 
vehicles create a serious 
difficulty for drivers pulling out 
of the side street or driveway.  
Oncoming traffic cannot be seen 
and numerous near misses have 
been reported.  Please consider 
this extremely dangerous 
situation when you park near an 
intersection or driveway.   The 
Borough has recently marked 
some new “No Parking” zones to 
deal with this problem.      

LIBRARY NEWS 

  The Selinsgrove Community Library has recently 
received four new computers for public use as the 
result of a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  The computers will feature a number 
of software programs from Microsoft including 
Office 2000 Premium, Encarta Reference Suite, and 
Streets and Trips.  Magic School Bus programs are 
featured for children.  The library was closed 
Thursday, February 28, and Friday, March 1, for the 
new equipment to be installed and for the staff to 
receive training.  
  Several programs for adults are scheduled through 
April.  The Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania gave a 
slide presentation about bluebirds, how to attract 
them, and how to keep them coming back.   On 
Tuesday, March 26, at 7:00 p.m., Beverly Curry 
will give a program entitled “Tracing Your Roots” 
for beginning genealogists.  “Wills and Estate 
Planning” are the topics of a seminar to be given by 
local Attorney Marvin Rudnitsky and Wendy Witt 
on Monday, April 22, at 7:00 p.m.  All programs are 
free and open to the public, however 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED in order to have 
sufficient materials available. 
  The Preschool Story Time will continue on 
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. through the end of April 
for preschoolers and kindergarten age children.  
Imagination Hour, for children in kindergarten 
through grade 3, will continue to meet Monday 
afternoons at 4:00 p.m. into early May. 
  The library is an agency of the United Way of 
Central Susquehanna Valley. 

New Councilmembers 
 

  Two new councilmembers were 
elected in the fall.  George 
Kinney,  former Borough 
Councilmen and more recently 
Borough Manager, has again 
taken a seat on council and 
continues his service to the 
Borough.  The other newly 
elected Councilmember is Sean 
Christine, Waddell & Reed, who 
many may also know from his 
work with Selinsgrove Projects 
including the Market Street 

 
2002 Street Programs 

 
  The Borough of Selinsgrove 
will be undertaking various 
projects throughout the spring 
and fall. 
 
  Pine Street - this Spring, the 
final layer of paving will be 
added to the section from 
Market Street to Broad Street.  
This will complete the street 
improvement project started last 
year.   
 
  Charles Avenue Bridge - 
construction on the replacement 
of the box culvert (or bridge) 
will be started early this 
S u m mer  a nd  ho p e f u l l y 
completed this year.  This 
project will be very similar to 
the Susquehanna Avenue Bridge 
Project. 
 
  High Street - a water line 
replacement will be done 
between Pine Street and 
University Avenue.   
 
  Orange Street - a sewer line, 
curbing/sidewalks replacement 
and repaving will be completed 
on this street between Mill 
Street and Penn Street.  
Residents will be required to 
either replace the curbing or 
have the Borough do this work 
at the property owner’s expense. 
 
  Pine Street - a water line will 
be replaced and a sanitary sewer 
manhole will be reconstructed 
on this street from Market Street 
to Water Street.   
 
  Other projects are being 
considered at this time but are 
not definite.  Please contact the 
Borough Office with any 

ANNUAL BOROUGH SPRING 
CLEANUP 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

  Although collection and disposal 
costs continue to increase, the 
Borough intends to continue picking 
up most items at no cost to residents.  
Exceptions are items such as 
refrigerators, freezers, microwaves, 
air conditioners (any appliance with 
freon).  Each item will cost the 
resident $7.50.  Residents will need 
to come to the Borough Office prior 
to their pick up day and purchase a 
sticker, which will need to be placed 
on the item.  Only then will the 
borough crew pick up the item.  
These items cannot be placed in the 
packers and must be handled 
separately.   

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
 

Marlin Inch 
William Hetherington, Jr. 

Wilhelm Reuning 
 

   
A complete list of dates and restrictions will 
be published in the Daily Item or you may 
call the Borough Office at 374-2311 for 
information.  One important change for this 
year’s program is that materials may not be 
placed along the street before the Friday 
immediately preceding the published pick up 
dates.  Property owners are also reminded 
that they are responsible for complying with 
littering laws. 
  The Borough feels that this service is an 
asset to all residents and encourages all 
residents to use this service as an opportunity 
to keep our community looking clean and 
neat.   
The Borough, however, also issues a 
reminder that this service is only available to 
Borough residents, business and property 
owners and is intended for materials 
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FLOOD AWARENESS 

 
As part of its effort to save you money from flood damage and to reduce your flood insurance premiums, the Borough of Selinsgrove is 
implementing a variety of flood protection activities, including periodic cleaning of the drainage ditches and channels, regulating new 
construction in the floodplains, and preserving floodprone areas as open space.  But there are also some things that you can do. 
 

UNDERSTAND THE FLOOD HAZARDS FOR YOUR PROPERTY 
 
Properties within Selinsgrove’s Floodplains are generally subject to three flood problems: overbank flooding, local drainage problems, and 
sewer back-ups.  The Borough Office can provide more specific or detailed information for each property within the Borough.   
Overbank Flooding: The major flood problem facing Selinsgrove is flooding of the Susquehanna River, generally caused by storms covering a 
large portion of the Susquehanna River Valley upstream of Selinsgrove and for which advance flood warnings are generally available.  
Secondarily, Penns Creek is subject to flooding from heavy local storms and ice jams, for which advance warnings are significantly shorter and 
from backup flooding when the Susquehanna River floods.  Overbank flooding also occurs along two smaller tributaries passing through the 
Borough, locally known as South Tributary and Weiser Run, resulting from very heavy and very local storms or from obstructions of the ditches 
and channels within the Borough, and for which advance warnings are not always possible.      
Local Drainage Problems: There are several areas of local drainage problems where stormwater collects and does not drain away.  These 
include the area around Spruce and Broad Streets and along Weiser Run.  Sometimes flooding is aggravated by debris that has been carelessly 
thrown into the drainage ditches.  
Sewer Backups:  With no place to go, because outlets are flooded or lower portions of the system are inundated, sewers back up and flow to 
the lowest openings.  Sanitary sewers typically backup onto basements and storm sewers backup into streets. 
 

MONITOR AND FOLLOW THE FLOOD WARNING SYSTEMS 
 
The Snyder County Emergency Management Agency and Communications Center conducts 24-hour monitoring of weather reports and river 
forecasts from the National Weather Service Forecast Office and the Mid-Atlantic River Forecast Center, both located in State College.  The 
Snyder County Communications Center and National Weather Service issue flood watches and warnings for the Susquehanna River and smaller 
streams.  Residents are advised of possible flooding events through local radio stations, cable weather services and the Emergency Broadcast 
System (EBS).  Firemen and Police often go door-to-door to alert residents.   Unnecessary risks to rescue personnel can be avoided if residents 
promptly evacuate when notified by officials.  Emergency shelters are established at Susquehanna University and, if needed, at the Selinsgrove 
Area High School. 

PURCHASE FLOOD INSURANCE 
 
Flooding causes more property damage than any other type of natural disaster.  Standard homeowners’ or renters’ insurance policies do not 
typically cover losses due to flooding.  Selinsgrove participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) so property owners in 
Selinsgrove Borough can obtain federally-backed flood insurance.  Flood insurance is available through local insurance agents to property 
owners for buildings and/or contents, and to tenants for personal property.  Detached garages and accessory buildings may be covered under 
the policy for the principal building.  There is no coverage for things outside the buildings, like driveways and landscaping.  Flood Insurance 
may be required for homes located in flood prone areas and that are purchased with federally backed mortgages. Don’t wait for the next flood 
to buy insurance protection because there is a 30-day waiting period before flood insurance policies take effect.  Although the NFIP policy 
might cover sewer backup and basement seepage if there is a general condition of flooding in the area, a property owner may best advised to 
investigate additional coverages under their homeowners’ policy. 
 

PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY 
 

Businesses and residents can take measures to reduce flood damage and hazards. Prepare a written plan in advance to ensure that important 
issues are not forgotten and that activities are completed in order of importance.  Plan escape routes to higher, safe locations, knowing the 
susceptibility of such routes to flooding.   Turn-off all utilities, especially gas mains, avoid contact with any source of electricity, including water 
that is in contact with electrical utilities, and report downed power lines.   Moveable materials and items can be organized for quick and 
efficient relocation to flood free areas.  Plugs or valves can be installed to prohibit water backup through drains.  Fixed equipment, such as 
electrical boxes, and heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning equipment can be relocated to areas above the flood levels.  Fuel oil tanks can 
be anchored.  Crawlspaces and areas below the first floor can be designed to allow flood waters to safely enter and exit without causing 
structural damage to the foundation.   All buoyant items and materials stored inside or outside should be removed or permanently anchored to 
prohibit flotation.  Debris, branches, grass and all similar materials should not be placed within drainage ditches or floodable areas adjacent to 
drainage ditches.    
 

COMPLY WITH FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS 
 

All construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, excavation, filling, regrading or other development in a floodplain must comply with Borough 
Floodplain Ordinances.  This also applies to improvements made inside a building, improvements that would not otherwise require a building 
permit.  Improvements which equal or exceed 50% of the market value of an existing building are considered “substantial improvements” and 
must fully comply with the regulations for new construction.  All new residential construction must be elevated at least 1-1/2 feet above the 
base flood level.  All new non-residential construction must either be elevated at least 1-1/2 feet above the base flood level or be “flood-
proofed.”   New residential accessory structures, such as garages, are limited to a floor area of 600 square feet.  Contact the Borough Zoning 
Officer prior to planning any improvement that is to be performed in any flood hazard area.  
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SUMMER EVENTS 
 
The Council of Arts will 
again showcase bands at 
the Gazebo throughout the 
summer months.  Watch 
the newspaper for dates 
and times. 
 
 
The Borough will once 
again assist the Pool 
Association with sales of 
season passes.  You may 
purchase your season 
tickets at the Borough 
Office prior to the opening 
of the pool in May.   
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Borough Council 
 
Dianne K. Mengel - President 
 

William D. Hetherington, Jr. - 
  Vice-President 
 

Sean E. Christine 
 

Marlin A. Inch 
 

George R. Kinney 
 

Wilhelm Reuning 
 

George H. Rishell, Sr. 
 
Other Borough Officials: 
 
Garry F. Beaver - Mayor 
John C. Bickhart - Borough Manager 
Thomas L. Garlock - Chief of Police 
Robert M. Cravitz - Borough Solicitor 
John A. Coukart - Borough Engineer 

From the desk of John C. Bickhart,  Borough Manager: 

 
Drought Warning - Snyder County is one of several local counties currently under 
a Drought Warning issued by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  This second  
stage in the State’s Drought Emergency Response Plan includes a 10% voluntary 
reduction in the use of water.  Although this stage is voluntary, I strongly 
recommend that all of us seriously consider our use of water and begin conserving 
where possible.  All counties south and east of us are already in the next more 
serious stage of the Plan and are engaged in mandatory water conservation.  The 
prospects for avoiding a severe drought this year currently appear to be very poor.  
The absence of snow or river ice, the dryness of the soil, and the predictions for only 
average precipitation over the next few months all indicate a worsening of the 
drought conditions across Pennsylvania.  Landscaping and gardening projects should 
be reevaluated in light of these circumstances.  This is also a good time to make sure 
that those dripping faucets and running toilets are repaired.  Shallow flush toilets, 
low pressure shower heads and other water conservation devices will all help.  Not 
only will these efforts save water, but they will also save on your water and sewer 
bills.  For comparison purposes, it may be helpful to note that the average water and 
sewer bill for a quarter is $50 for a single person, $95 for two people, $120 for a 
family of 3, $155 for a family of 4 and $190 for a family of 5.   If you have questions 
about water conservation or would like additional information on ways to conserve 
water, please contact the Borough Office.  Even in the best of times, none of us have 
water to waste!      


