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SELINSGROVE BOROUGH COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 25, 2008 - 6:30 P.M. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pres. C. Handlan, V. Pres. J. Herb, C/P D. Anderson, C/P M. Inch, 
C/P D. Mengel, and C/P E. Viker 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  C/P S. Hendricks 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Solicitor R. Cravitz; Mgr. J. Bickhart; Mayor P. Carroll; Borough Residents Bo 
Fasold and Margaret Siro; Larson Design Group Representatives Pete DeWire and Marty Muggleton; 
Snyder County Libraries, Inc. Building Committee Representatives Dave Angstadt and Rick Savidge; 
Snyder County Libraries, Inc. Executive Director Pam Ross; and Selinsgrove Community Library Director 
Jennifer Johnson 
 
OTHERS ABSENT:   None 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
Pres. Handlan called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.  Mgr. Bickhart noted that because a quorum or 
more of Council members was expected to attend this meeting, which was originally set to be a 
committee meeting, the meeting was advertised as a special meeting for Council to consider proposals 
for architectural services related to the Municipal Building, and for any other business that may come 
before Council.  Mgr. Bickhart then called the roll. 
 
Pres. Handlan acknowledged the presence of the individuals from the Library Building Committee and 
Executive Director Pam Ross.  Pres. Handlan stated she is representing both Borough Council and the 
Library tonight. 
 
PERSONS TO BE HEARD: 
 
Borough Police Chief, Thomas Garlock – Consider request to appoint Brad Gaugler as a Part-Time 
Police Officer – Mgr. Bickhart stated that Brad Gaugler resides in Milton but has been a fulltime police 
officer with the Shamokin Dam Borough for a number of years.  He is known to Chief Garlock, who has 
requested that Council approve Officer Gaugler for part-time status in Selinsgrove.  With the continued 
absence of Officer Mark Wolfberg due to medical disability leave, and with the university back in session, 
the police department’s patrol duties are greater than ever, so Chief Garlock would like to have another 
part-time officer available.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that the only current part-time officer has been working 
35 hours every two weeks, which is a lot more than he had signed on for.  This is a temporary effort to 
have some part-time police officers to fill in during Officer Wolfberg’s absence and until an additional 
fulltime officer is added to the department.  C/Ps Anderson and Mengel about the status of the hiring of 
another fulltime officer, and Mgr. Bickhart replied that there is difficulty in checking the background of an 
officer whose last experience is in another state.  Chief Garlock had obtained a more detailed form for 
collecting information to evaluate each of the two top candidates on the list and he is continuing to try to 
verify the background information on the top candidate, whose last experience was in Nevada.  
Pres. Handlan noted that it has been six months, and while she understands that background checks take 
a while, Council committed to having another fulltime officer and budgeted for it and the community has 
stated another officer is needed.  C/P Anderson asked if there is something Council can do to help Chief 
Garlock speed things along.  C/P Viker stated it would not be good to hire someone too quickly and have 
problems arise later.  Pres. Handlan stated she is extremely disappointed that it is taking this long, and 
she does not understand the situation.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that he offered Chief Garlock additional 
resources to help the process along.  Chief Garlock has deferred to others in the industry who suggested 
using the new questionnaire.  Noting that it might not be an appropriate question for an open forum, 
C/P Viker nonetheless asked if there are concerns about the candidate or if this is simply a routine 
investigation that has not yet been completed.  As this is an open forum, Mgr. Bickhart only stated that 
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C/P Viker’s initial comment was most likely correct.  C/P Inch stated that he also has concerns about the 
delay in the fulltime officer’s hiring process, but in the meantime he does feel that Council should move 
forward with the part-time officer as requested by Chief Garlock. 
 
Motion by C/P Inch to appoint Brad Gaugler as a part-time police officer.  Seconded by C/P Viker. 
 
Pres. Handlan asked how many hours Officer Gaugler would work and C/P Anderson replied that he 
would work as many as needed.  Pres. Handlan noted her concern that this person already works full 
time and now he will also work part time.  She asked if there will be an issue regarding how many hours 
he can work.  C/P Viker asked Council to trust Chief Garlock to make the decision.  Pres. Handlan and 
Council stated they would; however, Pres. Handlan noted that she is more concerned about the police 
officer and the fact that a tired police officer should not be out on duty.  C/P Viker stated that Chief 
Garlock and Officer Gaugler are best suited to make that decision together rather than Council.  The 
Borough needs someone on the street.  Pres. Handlan agreed and called for a vote on the motion. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
C/P Anderson asked if there is any indication as to when Officer Wolfberg will be able to return to duty.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated the next medical evaluation is September 16 and nothing will be known until his 
supervising physician sees him again.  The Borough must abide by the physician’s recommendations.  A 
month ago it was still limited duty, which Chief Garlock indicates means that there is really nothing for 
Officer Wolfberg to do within the police department because there are no limited duty assignments.  
Officer Wolfberg has been off under the Heart/Lung Act under which he has been entitled to full 
compensation, and he has been receiving that.  The Borough has so far been reimbursed by the 
insurance company through a policy that covers this type of situation.  This is a combination of a separate 
insurance policy and workers’ compensation.  C/P Mengel asked who does the medical evaluations and 
C/P Anderson replied that they are done by Officer Wolfberg’s doctor.  C/P Mengel asked if Council could 
ask for a second opinion.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that he went to a workshop at which one of the topics was 
the Heart/Lung Act, and he learned that Council does have the authority to request a review by another 
physician.  C/P Viker asked if there is any way to compel the officer to participate in that and 
Mgr. Bickhart replied that Council can compel him to seek another opinion.  He stated that in his 
assessment of the situation thus far, this would be a valid discussion after September 16. 
 
At 6:45 P.M. the meeting RECESSED to a work session to consider proposals for architectural services.  
Meeting RECONVENED at 7:23 P.M. 
 
Pres. Handlan thanked everyone for their review and comments and asked that an attempt be made to 
rank the architectural firms based on the discussion and review of the proposals for the purpose of 
identifying three firms to request interviews with.  C/P Anderson suggested that each person list their top 
three preferences on a sheet of paper.  Pres. Handlan and Mgr. Bickhart noted that this is subject to 
change.  If the three firms are interviewed, Council could then go back and interview one or both of the 
remaining two firms that were not interviewed the first time.  Pres. Handlan asked if there should be 
another special work session held when the firms are invited back.  This will be done on Wednesday, 
September 3 at 6:30 P.M. after recessing the regular Council meeting on Tuesday, September 2.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated he will also put a public notice in the newspaper. 
 
C/P Mengel tallied the votes and noted the top three firms selected as follows:  Larson Design Group, 
EI Associates, and LeFevre Wilk Architects.  C/P Viker asked if anyone is disappointed with the list and 
would like to call a foul; no one did.  C/P Mengel asked if the ballots need to be retained for future 
reference and Solicitor Cravitz replied they did not.  Mgr. Bickhart will notify the firms of the meeting and 
set up the interviews in 30-minute increments.  C/P Anderson asked whether Council should have five 
minutes between interviews or wait until the end to process the information.  The consensus was to do 
half-hour increments, with discussion after all interviews are completed.  C/P Anderson suggested 
Council members write down their questions.  There was a question on the monetary issue and Solicitor 
Cravitz stated this does not factor into the decision.  Mgr. Bickhart clarified that it is allowed to play a 
factor, but in procuring professional services the model that Council is following is one in which the fees 
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are a secondary issue.  Council is trying to follow a federal mandate for securing professional services.  
The routine procedure is to evaluate the candidates based on their credentials and experience, and then 
look at the price.  C/P Anderson asked Pam Ross if there were any references she would want to call 
based on the three firms chosen for interviews.  Pam replied that she had not gotten hold of Union County 
regarding LeFevre Wilk, and C/P Anderson stated she has a friend on the committee there and she 
knows that they were very happy with LeFevre.  Pam stated Jim Hostetler is thought very highly of at 
Bucknell. 
 
Pres. Handlan asked everyone to again review the request for proposals to have fresh in their minds what 
the proposals asked for, and then to reread the proposals of the three candidates before the interviews 
and jot down any further questions for that time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:00 P.M. 
 
 
Attachments: None 
 


