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SELINSGROVE BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2008 - 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pres. C. Handlan, V. Pres. J. Herb, C/P D. Anderson, 
C/P S. Hendricks, C/P M. Inch, C/P D. Mengel, and C/P E. Viker 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Solicitor R. Cravitz; Mgr. J. Bickhart; Mayor P. Carroll; Junior C/P Morgan Botdorf; 
Borough Treasurer Sheri Badman; Recording Secretary Dawne Long; DH&L Representative Ken Stettler; 
Daily Item Reporter Damian Gessel; Borough Residents Marilyn Botdorf, Joseph and Margaret Siro; 
EI Associates Representative Rob Walsh; SARI Representative Brian Burke; SEDA-COG Representative 
Mike Miller; Selinsgrove Elementary Principal Lorinda Krause; Selinsgrove School District Maintenance 
Supervisor Troy Beaver; Joe Cortellini and Cindy Startzel 
 
OTHERS ABSENT:   Police Chief T. Garlock 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
Pres. Handlan called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.   
 
Oath of Office for Junior Councilperson, Morgan Botdorf – Mayor Pete Carroll administered the oath 
of office to Morgan Botdorf, Junior Councilperson. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart called the roll and identified others present. 
 
RECESS MEETING TO A PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:06 P.M. 
 
Presentation by Mike Miller of SEDA-COG on FFY 2008 CDBG Funding and past allocation of 
funds – Mike reported the 2008 CDBG allocation of $111,080 will be divided as follows:  $58,474 to the 
Pine Street Reconstruction reimbursement, $35,386 to the Front and Second Street Reconstruction, and 
$17,220 to Administrative fees.  A resolution was provided to submit the CDBG application.  The 
resolution states that CDBG makes the monies available and it is a good idea that they do so.  It is also a 
good idea that Council applies to get these monies, and that Council will authorize the President to sign 
any documents pertaining to the submission of the application. 
 
Hear public comments on proposed activities or on proposals for new activities – No comments 
 
RECONVENE COUNCIL MEETING AT 7:09 PM 
 
Discuss proposed use of funds for FFY 2008 and make final decision 
 
Motion by C/P Herb to approve the resolution.  Seconded by C/P Hendricks. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MINUTES FROM MEETING OF FEBRUARY 4, 2008: 
 
Mayor Carroll stated that at the bottom of page 3, Sergeant Stark should be changed to Chief Stark. 
 
Motion by C/P Inch to approve the minutes as presented.  Seconded by C/P Viker. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
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PERSONS TO BE HEARD: 
 
Borough Police Chief, Thomas Garlock – Presentation of Police Report for January 2008 – In Chief 
Garlock’s absence, Pres. Handlan asked that Council review the report and direct any questions to 
Mgr. Bickhart. 
 
DH&L Fire Company, Ken Stettler – Ken reported there were 22 incidents in February as follows:  
4 automatic alarms, 1 CO alarm, 1 standby assignment, 2 vehicle accidents with extrication, 2 false 
alarms, 2 good intent service calls, 1 miscellaneous fire, 5 vehicle accidents without extrication, and 
4 structure fires.  The incidents occurred as follows:  1 in Chapman Township, 9 in Penn Township, 1 in 
Point Township, 6 in Selinsgrove, 1 in Shamokin Dam, 1 in Spring Township, 2 in Sunbury, and 1 in 
Washington Township.  The loss within the jurisdiction was $5,500.  February man hours total 399. 
 
Ken reported that almost everyone has had their HAZMAT recertifications done.  Manpower is in good 
shape now, with a large turnout from the college this year of 12 to 15 students.  There is no official buyer 
yet for the steel but there are two or three bids.  There was a hoagie sale which made approximately 
$500.  There will be a chicken barbecue in April, with sales through tickets only.  Mgr. Bickhart reported 
that the fire on South High Street had a high value of property saved.  The people were alerted by smoke 
alarms and all four families got out quickly and safely.  The fire was well established in the wall but due to 
the quick response it was put out quickly.  The building was ventilated and the people returned that night.  
He stated this was a situation where everything went well and there was probably several hundred 
thousand dollars saved.  Ken reported there was a similar situation with a dryer fire on Eighth Street.  The 
response was quick and the fire was put out quickly.   
 
Selinsgrove Area Recreation Inc., Brian Burke – Brian reported that the new pool board members who 
are volunteering their time and who asked to serve on the board because of their backgrounds include 
Greg Beaver from Wood-Mode, Ben Grassi, a Susquehanna University intern and fire company member, 
Larry Johnson from ERA Bowen, Victoria Kidd from Susquehanna University’s Communications 
Department and a former reporter for the Daily Item, Don Rowe from Penn Fire Protection and the local 
sewer authority, and John Stokinger from Susquehanna Bank, who is a branch manager and will be 
heading up the finance committee.  At the next meeting structured committees will be established and 
committee heads determined.  For example, John Stokinger will chair the finance committee and will work 
with the treasurer and Jerry McClellan from the accounting firm.  Brian reported that a revised annual 
contract for 2008 with the YMCA will be passed at the next meeting.  Different architecture firms are being 
interviewed for bidding on the renovation project.  At this moment Waite Associates is the front runner.  
Bids should go out in June 2008 for work to begin in September 2008.  Brian also reported that the pool 
will be switching from chlorine gas to liquid chlorine, which is more predictable.  The board has approved 
becoming a non-smoking facility.  Last year the Selinsgrove swim team had been approached to use the 
facility but they were already committed other places.  This year they will spend half of their training time 
at the community pool.  Work on fundraising will begin in April.  Once there is a firm estimate of monies 
needed for the phases, the pool board will work with SPI to approach local charitable organizations. 
 
Attorney Joel Wiest, concerning the completion of the removal of improvements related to the 
Donald Foreman complaint – Not present 
 
RECESS MEETING TO A PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:22 P.M. 
 
Proposed adoption of Ordinance No. 764 relating to changes to the Zoning Ordinance to permit 
the re-establishment of a discontinued non-conforming use by special exception – Solicitor Cravitz 
reported that this issue goes back to January when changes were proposed to Section 140.  This 
Ordinance changes two sections, 140-78C and 140-78D.  Henceforth, 140-78C will read:  
“Discontinuance.  Except as provided for in Subsection D below, no such use may be re-established after 
it has been discontinued or vacated for a period of one year.”  Henceforth, 140-78D will read:  “Change of 
use.  A non-conforming use may be changed to another non-conforming use only if such change is more 
appropriate to the character of the District in which it is located as determined by the Board.  The former 
non-conforming use may be re-established by special exception.”  This will be advertised for final 
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enactment at the April Council meeting.  Copies have been provided to the Planning Commission, and 
they have had no comment on it.  Pres. Handlan asked what the process is for the special exception.  
Mgr. Bickhart explained that it will go before the Zoning Hearing Board and then before Council.  The 
applicant will schedule an appearance before the Zoning Hearing Board.  There is a fee with an option to 
have a stenographer, but usually they do not do this.  The neighbors to the issue are notified.  It is a 
quasi-judicial process that is recorded.  The Zoning Hearing Board renders a decision to grant or not 
grant the special condition request.  The Planning Commission recommended this process because it is 
one of the more formal processes involving neighbors directly.  Everyone will be able to be heard on a 
case by case basis.  Another way to do this would have been through a conditional use process, which 
would have come only to Borough Council.  This is not as formal and Mgr. Bickhart stated his feeling is 
that when something would otherwise be done by changing an Ordinance it should be done in a more 
formal process with the neighbors being notified.  C/P Mengel asked if the people with the instance that 
brought this all to light can request the change that they want once this is in place.  Mgr. Bickhart replied 
that the proposed change in occupancy from those people has been held in abeyance.  With this in place, 
they will be invited to come in and fill out an occupancy certificate to take the non-conforming residential 
use of the past and make it a conforming commercial use.  Should they wish to go backward they can use 
this process to do so.  Mgr. Bickhart stated there have been several people who want to go from non-
conforming to conforming but have been unwilling to do so because of the penalty of not being able to 
revert back to something that they did previously.  C/P Mengel asked if the people who began this 
process would be notified and Mgr. Bickhart stated the woman was in and he told her what the schedule 
was.  C/P Viker asked if this new Ordinance will make it easier for property owners to accomplish what 
they would like to do in using their property the way they see fit within the confines of the Ordinance by 
making the process more accessible.  C/P Anderson replied that it gives the property owner a process 
where before there was no recourse.  Solicitor Cravitz agreed, stating that this will allow the property 
owners to use their property more as they see fit rather than the Borough dictating it within the confines of 
the Ordinance.  Mgr. Bickhart noted that of all the processes that the Planning Commission could have 
chosen, this is the most rigorous process short of going to an Ordinance amendment every time.  
C/P Anderson stated this process was chosen out of sensitivity to the neighbors.  Mgr. Bickhart agreed, 
noting that neighbors are always the other party in these issues and they may not agree that the use 
should go back.  That is why this is done on a case by case basis with the neighbors being given the 
opportunity to come in and be heard.  In summary, this process is less burdensome on the property 
owners while giving them the ability to accomplish what they wish to accomplish with their property.  
Solicitor Cravitz stated he will advertise this for enactment at the April Council meeting. 
 
RECONVENE COUNCIL MEETING 7:27 P.M. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
 
Review List of Council Issues – Mgr. Bickhart had given Council a copy of a draft of Rules of Order and 
Bylaws.  He stated that he has spoken with Solicitor Cravitz about this and the suggestion is that this be 
used as a guideline but not adopted as a hard and fast rule.  Solicitor Cravitz stated if put in the form of 
an Ordinance or Resolution then Council would be bound by the procedures.  Using it as a guideline will 
avoid the discussion of points of order rather than substance.  With seven people on Council, discussions 
should be able to occur without someone’s voice being quieted because they are not within certain 
parliamentary procedures, as could happen if the rules are too rigorous.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the draft is 
taken from two pieces of documentation provided by the Boroughs Association.  He has highlighted the 
changes, with the initial draft and his suggestions for modification.  The bracketed items are proposed 
deletions.  Mgr. Bickhart tried to make this represent past practices of Council.  If Council were to adopt 
Roberts Rules of Order then these are the special conditions that do not really fit with Roberts Rules of 
Order without the modifications.  Council is always obligated to follow the Borough Code.  Since there has 
never been a conflict, the preferred way to go would be to adopt the draft as a guideline for the President 
of Council to run the meetings rather than do a formal adoption that could result in some future arguments 
if things are not as cordial as they have been in the past.  C/P Anderson asked if they could be called 
Procedures rather than Bylaws.  She stated she was struck by Section 3B, noting that she wondered if 
people would really recall their President and Vice President.  Solicitor Cravitz replied this could be 
changed at any time.  Pres. Handlan suggested Council review the draft and return next month with 



Meeting Date:  March 3, 2008  4 of 14 

comments.  She thanked Solicitor Cravitz and Mgr. Bickhart for putting the document together, noting that 
something should be in place to follow and refer to, if necessary. 
 
COMMITTEE / COMMISSION / BOARD REPORTS: 
 
FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE:  C/P Inch, Chairman 
 
Payment and Ratification of Bills 
 
Motion by C/P Inch to pay the bills.  Seconded by C/P Anderson. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 

Statewide Tax Recovery, Inc. - Exoneration Requests – Request for exemption from having to pay the 
$5 per capita tax from Matthew G. Paul for 2007.  He submitted documentation that he was not a resident 
of Selinsgrove Borough at that time. 
 
Motion by C/P Anderson for exoneration.  Seconded by C/P Mengel. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 

Recommendations on revised schedule of fees – C/P Inch reported the committee has discussed this 
but is not yet ready to bring it before Council. 
 
2008 Utility Program Bids – C/P Inch reported bids were received for the 2008 Utility Program.  The 
committee is recommending approval of G&R Charles as the low bidder at $249,131.38.  Mgr. Bickhart 
noted that a memo has been received from the Borough Engineer recommending that this be awarded to 
the low bidder, G&R Charles.  Pres. Handlan noted that all the bidders are pre-qualified by PennDOT. 
 
Motion by C/P Inch to accept the low bid of G&R Charles.  Seconded by C/P Herb. 
 
C/P Inch noted that the low bid was less than the estimated amount needed for the project.  Mgr. Bickhart 
pointed out that Sheri included information on the back of the bid tabulation, noting that the engineer’s 
estimate had the job as high as $482,698.  The last couple bids have come in significantly under the 
engineer’s estimates.  This could be due to estimating high for budget purposes.  More importantly, in the 
last year or so Council has been authorizing the engineer to start surveying for the following year’s work 
during the budget time.  This allows bids to be put out in February and opened in March.  Contractors do 
not have a lot of work lined up and they give good prices.  Mgr. Bickhart encouraged Council to continue 
to look at the next year’s work during the budget process, committing to it and telling the engineer to start 
working on it.  Pres. Handlan stated that this is something she and Sheri learned in a budget class they 
attended a year and a half ago.  Pres. Handlan called for a vote on the motion. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
March 19 Insurance Meeting – Mgr. Bickhart noted that the committee is scheduled to meet with the 
insurance agent at 7:00 p.m. to discuss medical insurance. 
 
March 13 Bucknell Seminar – C/P Inch noted that this seminar is on communities that have non-profit 
entities such as universities in them.  Pres. Handlan stated there are three seats available.  Mgr. Bickhart 
and C/P Inch will attend, and a third person is encouraged to go.  C/P Viker had intended to go but he 
cannot due to the timing of the seminar.  It runs from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  C/P Anderson stated she will 
be able to attend. 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES COMMITTEE:  C/P Hendricks, Chairman 
 
Approve dates of Spring Cleanup 2008 – Spring cleanup dates are set for April 14, 15 and 16. 
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Approval of proposed contract documents and program requirements for 2008 Spring Cleanup – A 
list of the rules was provided to Council with no changes proposed. 
 
Authorize advertisement for contracted services for collection and disposal – Mgr. Bickhart does 
not anticipate any issues in getting waste haulers.  The request for quotations is the same as in other 
years.  March 21 is the deadline for proposals with the award being given at the April Council meeting.  
Pres. Handlan asked if this will allow enough time and Mgr. Bickhart stated it would. 
 
Mayor Carroll asked about items that are left out after Spring Cleanup is completed and whether the 
Borough has to pay to get rid of them.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that those items are the responsibility of the 
property owners.  The Borough fends off all requests to pick these items up.  Pres. Handlan stated there 
were some issues last year that took weeks to resolve but the homeowners did eventually resolve them.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated there are some circumstances that he feels badly about but that are outside the 
Borough’s control.  One is that people will unload one refrigerator and pick up a different one.  With the 
stickers required by the Borough, if the one that is unloaded does not have a tag then the Borough will not 
pick it up.  The property owner has to pay half of the fee to take the Freon out.  Another circumstance is 
tires that are moved around town. 
 
Motion by C/P Anderson to approve all three committee items as listed above.  Seconded by C/P Viker. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION / PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT:  C/P Mengel, Chairwoman 
 
Schedule Committee meeting to begin discussions concerning the completion of an Architectural 
Feasibility Study for the Municipal Building and the utilization of space within the Borough Police 
Department Building – Mgr. Bickhart stated that Chief Garlock would like to talk with the committee 
regarding the space needs of the police department.  He would like to rearrange some space to 
accommodate the new officer.  The area where the officers have a space to themselves accommodates 
three but there are four jammed in there now.  C/P Mengel will let Mgr. Bickhart know when the meeting 
date is set. 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS:  C/P Viker, Chairman 
 
Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, March 4 at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Meeting Room – 
C/P Viker stated that he would like to see the committee take an active role in conversations with the 
library in conjunction with the Borough Administration Committee.  He would like to explore in a more 
formal sense what will be happening to the building and the library over the next few years. 
 
Pres. Handlan stated she is glad the committee will take this on, noting that it is necessary and long 
overdue.  She stated that it is important to have the history of the library issue in going forward with any 
discussions with the library.  She hopes to see the Council and the Library Board move forward to resolve 
what needs to be resolved, putting the emotions and the personalities and the history behind.  The 
building needs to be rehabbed and the library needs to make a decision as to when they will vacate the 
building and what the space can be used for. 
 
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  C/P Anderson, Chairwoman 
 
Vacancy on Borough Crew – Mgr. Bickhart noted he had some people call today who heard through the 
grapevine that a position was open.  He stated he would like to use the grapevine to find the right person.  
Advertisements bring many résumés but none that would work out right.  The conditions this winter have 
been such that the snow plowing has been kept to a minimum.  Mgr. Bickhart noted the crew worked 
Saturday morning from 4:30 to 8:30.  Corby is in Florida and they are short a man, but did a very good job 
even with being down two men.  Hopefully the position will be filled within the next month before the 
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summer mowing season begins.  Pres. Handlan asked if it would be worth advertising this in the 
newsletter.  She stated she will let this up to Sheri if there is space. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  C/P Herb, Chairman – No Report 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Earl Moyer, Chairman 
 
Recommendation for Preliminary Plan Approval for the Selinsgrove Elementary School Land 
Development Plan – Mgr. Bickhart reported that the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposals of 
the Selinsgrove Area School District concerning the Elementary School Addition Project and is 
recommending that Borough Council consider granting preliminary plan approval conditioned upon 
resolving any unresolved issues with the engineer.  Robert Walsh with EI Associates summarized the 
school district’s proposal, showing drawings of the site plan and drainage plan for the project.  He noted 
that the project proposes a two-story classroom edition to the rear of the existing building, which is 
basically the current playground area, with a gymnasium addition immediately adjacent to the school and 
at the same level as the existing school.  A new parking lot is proposed at the southeast corner of the 
property at the intersection of Seals Avenue and Penn and Broad Streets for teachers and visitors.  The 
existing parking area at the northeast corner of the property will be reconfigured for 20 parking stalls.  The 
total number of parking spaces on the property will remain the same.  A new, 30-foot-wide, one-way 
driveway into the site will be added roughly halfway between Seals Avenue and the existing entrance to 
the school from Broad Street.  The existing sidewalk and curb line have been extended and there will be 
a new sidewalk and curb along Seals Avenue to give access to the rear of the school.  The new driveway 
will allow buses to enter the site and drop students along the front of the building and along Seals 
Avenue.  Parents will use the reconfigured existing parking area to drop students off along the front of the 
building.  They will enter and exit by way of the existing driveway at the northeast corner of the property.  
There will be a driveway connecting the areas in front of the school; however, this will be chained off 
during times that school buses will be accessing the site to avoid passenger vehicles mixing with buses.  
There will be a playground area in front of the school for Early Childhood, and another playground area in 
the rear of the school consisting of four square, moon and sun dial, hopscotch, basketball and playground 
equipment.  An amphitheater with a two-level seating area is proposed between the existing school and 
the new addition.  The front entrance to the school has been reconfigured to enclose the steps and an 
interior handicapped accessible ramp will be added.  The entire interior of the school will be reconfigured 
to make classroom sizes more modern and to adjust ramping between the different elevations that exist 
in the school.  Following a request from Mgr. Bickhart, Mr. Walsh explained that there are some green 
design elements in the proposal.  These include the portion above the media center in the courtyard, 
which will have 3,500 square feet of green roof, as well as retention areas to treat stormwater runoff that 
comes off the hill.  Landscape plantings will be used that are high water tolerant, allowing water to pond in 
the landscaped area before spilling over into a storm inlet.  This will also be done in the parking lot, 
playground areas and amphitheater courtyard area.  Green building design is also being used in the 
architectural plans.  Mgr. Bickhart noted that the Borough Ordinance requires non-residential uses to be 
screened from residential uses.  This situation exists along Broad Street, where some trees are currently 
planted.  The Ordinance does not address the situation where there are intervening streets; however, the 
architect has added some additional plantings along Broad Street to add some additional screening.  The 
Planning Commission is recommending that Borough Council approve the plans with the proposed 
landscaping and not worry about the Ordinance provision stating that it should be 100% visually screened 
because this is not able to be applied where there are streets.  Mr. Walsh noted that the main function of 
the landscaping is environmental, noting that the only visual difference to the neighbors across the street 
will be the enclosure of the front steps.  Mgr. Bickhart reiterated that the number of parking spaces will 
remain the same, and the Planning Commission is looking at this project in the same way they look at a 
Susquehanna University project, with a campus view of parking.  This means that each building does not 
have to maintain the amount of parking that it would be required to have under the Borough Ordinance.  
In this case, part of the reconstruction creates an entrance walkway along Seals Drive almost immediately 
opposite the high school parking lot that is above the tennis courts.  Mr. Walsh noted this is the 55-car 
parking area where the buses queue up.  There is a walkway next to the tennis courts and the proposed 
changes at the elementary school extend the walkway along Seals Avenue to across from the tennis 
courts.  A walkway will go into the rear of the school and it will continue to the walkway that goes up to the 
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community pool, across from the rear area where the buses are staged.  There will be pedestrian access 
in three different areas along Seals Avenue.  Under this scenario, by sharing parking, the parking 
requirements are met.  C/P Anderson stated that according to Coukart’s letter the high school parking is 
already inadequate, and Mgr. Bickhart stated that that is correct based upon the original design.  
C/P Anderson stated she feels the parking is not adequate, especially considering the number of cars 
parked along Tenth and Ninth Streets during a school day. 
 
C/P Mengel expressed concerns about the addition of a second driveway into the elementary school, 
noting that traffic is terrible with just one driveway and will be worse with two.  She stated traffic will be 
backed up on Broad Street and parents will be trying to exit the parking lot between the buses.  
Pres. Handlan asked Pete Carroll for his comments as the transportation coordinator.  Pete noted that the 
new driveway will allow the 34 buses that are currently running to come into the property in a staggered 
manner and proceed through to Seals Avenue to the farthest point to drop students off.  Under the new 
proposal the existing crosswalk where the crossing guard currently is will be moved up.  Mr. Walsh again 
went over the traffic flow pattern, noting that buses and passenger vehicles will be using different 
entrances, with the passenger vehicles exiting back out the same way they came in.  C/P Mengel 
expressed concern about the buses that are coming from Route 522 down to the new driveway and that 
they may potentially be backed up along Broad Street, across the driveway that the passenger vehicles 
will be trying to exit from.  This could result in a visibility issue and vehicles backing up in the parking 
area.  Mr. Walsh stated it will not be any worse than it is now, and from past projects where buses and 
parents have been separated, 99% of the time the situation has improved.  Lorinda Krause, Selinsgrove 
Elementary Principal, noted that about 25 or more buses stop at Jackson Penn in the morning on the way 
in to school.  These buses exit Jackson Penn and then get backed up at the light on Route 522.  They 
then cross to Broad Street, creating a backup along there.  Once the Kindergarten students are moved 
from Jackson Penn to Selinsgrove Elementary, this bus backup will be reduced as buses will arrive in a 
more staggered manner.  She also noted that just in the proposed driveway space alone, six or seven 
buses can be pulled in at one time, with the same number being able to pull up along Seals Avenue.  
C/P Herb expressed concern that with three grades at Selinsgrove Elementary there will be an increased 
amount of traffic at that school.  He asked if there has ever been a study done as to how many vehicles 
other than buses are dropping students off in the morning and picking students up in the afternoon on an 
average day.  He stated that it seems that more students are getting to school in private vehicles as 
opposed to walking.  Mrs. Krause stated that traffic has always been an issue and parents have always 
complained about it.  She stated that a traffic study was done by someone who did not feel it was an 
issue because the traffic was cleared out in ten minutes.  She noted that currently there are a number of 
people who bring their Kindergarten students to the school in the morning to get a bus to Jackson Penn.  
The Borough students who attend Jackson Penn are provided bus transportation from Selinsgrove 
Elementary to get to school.  There are 192 students at Jackson Penn.  Mrs. Krause said that the 
projection for next year is 196, with 155 projected for the following year.  C/P Herb wondered how many 
of those students will be walking, riding buses or being dropped off by parents in new cars.  He stated a 
reasonable assumption is that students who are not presently being dropped off will be dropped off in the 
future.  He asked if the 300 feet mentioned for a drop-off area for buses and cars is an increase from the 
present drop-off area.  Mr. Walsh stated that currently there is no drop-off area long Seals Avenue.  He 
stated a parent may turn down Seals Avenue to drop off a student, but that area will primarily be occupied 
by buses and a parent will not try to compete with the buses very often.  He noted that the peak period 
does not last a long enough time for a traffic consultant to determine that it warrants a change.  By 
separating the cars from the buses, as well as there being a moderate increase of the curbed drop-off 
area, the proposal should improve the situation.  Pete Carroll also noted that if a car shows up where it 
does not belong, the parents are notified by Mrs. Krause as to proper drop-off procedures to avoid 
potential problems.  He also noted that the Borough police officers patrol 18

th
 Street and Broad Street 

during peak times.  C/P Anderson suggested staggering dismissal times, noting that if someone tries to 
get to Weis Markets when school is dismissing it is a nightmare.  Mrs. Krause replied that dismissal times 
are staggered now, with the elementary and high schools beginning at 8:10 and the intermediate and 
middle schools beginning at 8:20.  At the end of the day the elementary and high schools let out first.  
She noted some of the problems of high school students backing up to enter and exit the parking lots 
should be alleviated as they will not be mixed in with the buses.  Mrs. Krause stated to extend the 
staggering means that the first children in, who are the elementary children, get on the bus at 2:50 to 
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head home but do not actually leave the campus until after 3:20, which is much too long a time for a small 
child to sit on a bus.  C/P Hendricks asked if, by staging the buses in the parking lot above the tennis 
courts at the end of the day, the proposed additional parking lot at the elementary school could be 
opened up for parent pickup at the end of the day.  Mrs. Krause replied that that is a possibility because 
that lot is closed only for morning drop-off.  C/P Hendricks noted this would allow two exits from the 
parking lot, which should ease the outflow into Broad Street.  He also asked if the current parking lot 
would be reserved in the morning for parents to park to watch their children enter the school, and whether 
the faculty and staff would be utilizing the proposed new parking lot.  Mrs. Krause replied that faculty will 
utilize the proposed new lower lot, and a chain will be placed between the two lots in the morning to 
prohibit parents from entering the faculty lot and mixing in with the buses. 
 
C/P Inch asked if there are unresolved stormwater management issues and Mgr. Bickhart replied there 
have not been any listed by the Borough engineer in his last report.  He believes the stormwater 
management calculations and designs have all been approved.  There is some concern about the erosion 
sedimentation control permit but as far as the stormwater management, it is an aggressive program with a 
contemporary design, a lot of infiltration and fulfillment of the obligation to not increase stormwater into 
the Broad Street area.  C/P Inch asked if this fulfills the obligation to correct the stormwater management 
that was left undone when the elementary school was originally constructed.  C/P Mengel noted that 
Mgr. Bickhart stated that the school was meeting the requirements, but the school had agreed to improve 
the situation.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that they did make improvements.  Pres. Handlan stated that she 
finds the engineer’s reports difficult to follow.  When he refers back she does not know what he is 
referring back to, and she does not know where he leaves off.  She stated Broad Street is notorious for 
flooding and she hopes this plan will improve things.  Mr. Walsh stated that the last report from the 
engineer shows that the school has addressed all the comments and concerns from prior reports.  All 
stormwater management requirements have been satisfied, and the post development runoff conditions 
of stormwater have been exceeded, reducing the runoff conditions that currently exist.  The building 
addition and the increase in impervious area have been taken into consideration, and the volume for 
every storm has been reduced.  Mgr. Bickhart noted that the condition referred to by the engineer in his 
letter of the 28

th
 was an agreement that was made with the school district when they had submitted the 

stormwater plans for the recreational field adjustments that they had made mostly in front of the high 
school along Broad Street.  The issue that was brought up had to do with the expansion of the parking lot 
in front of the elementary school and the fact that there was no stormwater management associated with 
that.  The betterment that these stormwater systems propose corrects that oversight from the past.  
Another condition was that the school district was to work with the Borough to evaluate the nature of the 
stormwater problem that exists so that the Borough can begin focusing on how to solve a longstanding 
problem.  The school’s project has done all they can do to minimize the situation, and they have met their 
obligations and then some.  They did a credible job of studying the entire Broad Street area to determine 
how it functions under various stormwater conditions.  This has produced a document that the Borough 
and the engineer can use to determine how to fix the problem.  Mgr. Bickhart noted that this is the kind of 
information that the Borough always needed but never had about Broad Street and how it functions.  It is 
a terrible situation and the solutions are very difficult.  The engineer had recommended a pumping station 
and a force main to pump the water out.  The school district has given the Borough all the information 
needed to begin working on a design and solution.  Mr. Walsh stated all this information is available to the 
Borough in an electronic format. 
 
Pres. Handlan noted there was a lot of discussion about the traffic flow issues, and she asked if anyone 
on Council wished for the school to address these concerns by making changes.  C/P Viker stated that he 
is comfortable with the confidence with which the concerns were addressed by the school, noting that no 
one has responded irresponsibly.  Margaret Siro stated that she has attended some school board 
meetings, and her concerns lie with accessibility for the disabled.  She stated the elementary school has 
a proposed gymnasium which will host evening activities, and she asked how this will affect the traffic 
flow and whether the facilities will be accessible.  Mr. Walsh replied that currently the driveway ends and 
there is an open concrete channel with no good pedestrian route along Seals Avenue.  That water flow 
will be put below grade and a traditional concrete curb with sidewalks installed that will run from the front 
to the back of the school and into the gymnasium.  There will be access from three parking areas, as well 
as the handicapped accessible parking at the building.  Mrs. Siro expressed dissatisfaction that so much 
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money is being spent on the elementary gymnasium and accessibility when the high school accessibility 
requirements have not been fulfilled.  She stated she raised this issue at the school board meeting and 
they had made a comment, which is in their minutes, about the accessibility not being complete at the 
high school.  Mr. Walsh reported that there is an interior project planned at the high school wherein 
everything will be brought up to code in terms of ADA accessibility.  This plan does not include any 
outside work.  The improvements that are proposed for the elementary school are code requirements and 
are betterments dictated by the amount of traffic coming to the site.  He noted this is never an added 
expense when it has to do with the health, welfare and general safety of the public; it is mandatory.  
Pres. Handlan noted that there are other phases and renovations that will be taking place within the 
school district.  She stated she attended the public hearing as a taxpayer of Selinsgrove, not representing 
the Borough.  She stated the gym is her pet peeve, noting that she feels to build a full court gymnasium in 
an elementary school with her tax dollars is absurd, but there were only a handful of people who spoke to 
this issue.  She stated the issues that Mrs. Siro has raised will be taken care of in another phase.  Joe 
Siro stated that according to the school board minutes they will not be addressing all of the ADA 
requirements.  Pres. Handlan replied that they are required to do so under the law.  C/P Viker noted that 
the meeting was beginning to feel like a school board meeting and things were being discussed that could 
not be acted on at a Borough Council meeting. 
 
Motion by C/P Hendricks for preliminary plan approval.  Seconded by C/P Anderson. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
ZONING HEARING BOARD:  Robert Burd, Chairman – No Report 
 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION:  Dalton Savidge, Chairman – Mgr. Bickhart reported that the Civil 
Service Commission would be reviewing the applications from the advertisement for a police officer.  
They will be meeting to prepare a hiring list from which decisions will be made, possibly in a month or two. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD:  Richard Norman, Chairman – Pres. Handlan reported that Dick 
Norman was at last month’s meeting but he was locked out of the building because the library locks the 
doors when they close for the evening.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the library could be instructed not to lock the 
building on Council meeting nights. 
 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION:  Karl Maul, Chairman – No Report 
 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 
 
MAYOR:  Pete Carroll – Mayor Carroll reported that he will be out of town from the 11

th
 to the 18

th
. 

 
BOROUGH SOLICITOR:  Robert Cravitz, Esq. 
 
Update on the Petition of Omega Financial Corporation, pertaining to the Snyder County Board of 
Appeals’ decision on Omega’s recent appeal of their real property assessment – Solicitor Cravitz 
reported that the appraisal has come back from the County’s appraiser at $1,155,000.  Omega’s 
appraisal was around $950,000.  The school district will propose resolving this by asking Omega Bank to 
accept the reduced appraisal of $1.1 million.  Council will need to approve entering into the Agreement for 
Intergovernmental Cooperation with regard to the assessment.  The bill for the appraisal is $5,600, with 
the Borough’s share being 13%. 
 
Motion by C/P Mengel to enter into the agreement.  Seconded by C/P Anderson. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Authorize Solicitor to prepare a formal response to Zoning Permit Application received pertaining 
to a proposed 198 foot high communications tower to be along Industrial Park Road for Verizon 
Wireless – Solicitor Cravitz reported that he did research on this and wrote an informal letter to 
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Mgr. Bickhart noting that the Zoning officer could not give approval for construction of this tower because 
it does not fit in the zone.  It is not a permitted use in the zone, nor is it ancillary to a permitted use.  The 
property is warehousing/manufacturing.  The tower is 198 feet high and the maximum height allowed in 
that zone is 36 feet.  Mgr. Bickhart sent Verizon Wireless a copy of the letter from Solicitor Cravitz noting 
these things, and Verizon has filed a formal request for zoning permit approval.  Solicitor Cravitz wrote 
out the same thing in a formal letter and will send it to Mgr. Bickhart, stating that as the Zoning officer he 
cannot issue the permit.  Verizon will have to go through the Zoning Hearing Board.  Verizon also has not 
completed the plans showing the contours; they did not address stormwater facilities and several other 
things that the plan requirements require.  On this basis they are deficient and they still do not fit in the 
zone.  Solicitor Cravitz stated it appears that from the way Verizon has done this and the questions they 
have posed that this is just a stepping stone to the Zoning Hearing Board and then to the Court of 
Common Pleas.  C/P Inch asked who owns the land, and Mgr. Bickhart replied that it belongs to Icon 
Realty.  Verizon has identified that in their inquiry.  He stated his concern from the beginning is that these 
things are routinely challenged in court, so he wanted to involve Solicitor Cravitz in the decision making 
process.  C/P Anderson asked if Verizon has commented on the suggestion that they could use the water 
tower.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that Verizon indicated that geographically the water tower is not in the 
correct position to read the right relays with open corridors.  He told Verizon that at some point they may 
need to provide that information in document form, because having and offering an alternative is an issue 
in this process.  Solicitor Cravitz noted that this will likely be a long, drawn-out affair. 
 
Authorize the advertisement of Ordinance No. 766 pertaining to required curb construction along 
Sand Hill Road and David Street and related to the 2008 Street and Alley Improvement Project – 
Solicitor Cravitz reported that Council needs to authorize the advertisement of this and then the property 
owners will be given notice allowing them until May 31 to construct the curbing.  C/P Anderson noted this 
is a lot of curbing to have done by that date.  She asked if the date should be extended.  Sheri stated that 
this is done in conjunction with the street program, which will be put out to bid in May.  If the curbing is 
extended then the street program will have to be extended also, pushing everything back.  She noted the 
Ordinance requires 30 days and this is almost 60 days.  She stated most of the time the people do not do 
the work because it is cheaper for the Borough to do it and then bill the property owner for it.  C/P Inch 
noted that it will be even longer before the assessment monies are due from the property owners.  Sheri 
asked if PennDOT will have to pay the Borough and Solicitor Cravitz replied they will not.  The Borough 
can let them know they should put the curbing in but the Borough cannot assess the Commonwealth for 
improvements.  C/P Anderson asked if this is advertised for 30 days and Solicitor Cravitz stated it will be 
advertised for enactment at the next Council meeting in April.  Then the property owners have the rest of 
April and all of May to do the work.  In the past if a property owner comes in with a contract in hand and 
states that their contractor cannot do the work until a later date, the Borough has accepted the contract.  
Sheri hand carries the notifications to the property owners.  C/P Anderson asked if the letter can be sent 
before Council acts on this, giving the property owner more notice.  Solicitor Cravitz stated a notification 
letter can be sent now.  Sheri stated a certified letter must be sent after the ordinance is adopted.  
C/P Mengel asked where the David Street footage is and Sheri replied that it is only along the cemetery.  
C/P Mengel asked about coming off of Orange Street by the apartment and Mgr. Bickhart replied that the 
curbing that is there is in good enough shape and the curbing around the corner that is in bad shape is 
the foundation of an old garage so it will come out, and that is the beginning of where there is no curbing. 
 
Motion by C/P Herb to approve advertising of the ordinance.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
BOROUGH ENGINEER:  J. A. Coukart & Associates 
 
Update on pending projects – Pres. Handlan asked that when the engineer refers back to something 
they refer to a specific date of a letter or report, or attach it.  She stated a reference to previous 
information is not helpful. 
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BOROUGH TREASURER:  Sharon Badman 
 
Review Treasurer’s Report for February 2008 -   Pres. Handlan asked if there were any questions on 
the Treasurer’s report.  Hearing none, she stated that it is on file for audit. 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER / SECRETARY / ZONING OFFICER:  Mgr. Bickhart 
 
Non-Police Complaint Update – Mgr. Bickhart reported there have been a couple concerns since the 
last meeting, mostly dealing with snow and ice removal, which is fairly common this time of year.  Bruce 
Burkhart’s issue regarding the street at the end of Magnolia has always been a point of some question.  
Mgr. Bickhart has researched it a number of times and has gone over it with Marvin Rudnitsky, who is 
Bruce Burkhart’s father-in-law and also a former Borough Solicitor.  Someone other than the Borough 
improved the dead end street and it has never shown up on any official Borough maps as a Borough 
street, nor has there ever been a dedication of the street to the Borough.  It looks like a street and it 
seems to belong to the Borough, but it does not.  The Borough is prohibited from plowing snow on a 
street that does not belong to the Borough.  Currently, for the convenience of the person plowing, when 
they come up Independence Street and get to Magnolia, rather than just dump the snow, they do take it 
back through the piece of paved private driveway to the end to dump it.  Two passes are made to do this, 
but they do not turn around and plow out the other side.  They back out of the area.  Mgr. Bickhart has 
explained this to everyone involved and they all seemed to be satisfied with the explanation and realize 
the Borough will not deliberately plow that street and open both halves of it.  At Council’s direction, the 
Borough could alter the current practice of pushing the snow back to the dead end.  Mgr. Bickhart stated 
he does not think the crew is out of line in doing that since there is a legitimate reason for it to be done in 
the course of plowing snow.  C/P Anderson asked if the Borough should go after the street so that it 
would become a Borough street.  C/P Viker commented that it presents as someone’s private driveway, 
albeit a very nice driveway.  Mgr. Bickhart responded that it is a very nice private driveway that looks like 
a Borough street with curbs and everything.  He stated it would serve no function for the Borough so he 
sees no reason to go after it.  The property owners understand that the Borough will not be plowing snow 
away from the garage that sits back part way on the left side.  There are no driveways or access areas 
along the right side.  C/P Anderson asked if the improved driveway belongs to the owner of the property 
and Mgr. Bickhart replied that technically it is an opened paper street that each property owner could 
claim half of in the same way half is claimed of unopened streets.  It was not opened by a public action.  
In the context of opening a street, if it is publicly opened then it is the Borough’s.  The Borough has never 
publicly opened this driveway; someone else did.  Mayor Carroll stated this belongs to his neighbor and 
he has spoken with her.  The house was Judge Woelfel’s father’s house that was sold to the Rudnitskys 
and the garage is directly back along a small driveway into the street.  Since Mayor Carroll has been 
living there the street has always been plowed and then for some reason it was decided, probably 
through finding out it is not the Borough’s, that it would no longer be plowed.  He stated the street crew 
would crisscross Magnolia from that dead end to Mayor Carroll’s dead end at the other end of the street 
so that they could move all the snow.  He stated that he felt that for the three swipes that are required to 
remove the snow, it should be done.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the discretion of the Borough Manager is not to 
change past practice, but any change is subject to someone complaining and this is what has been done.  
Two swipes are taken and the right half is plowed open.  The left half unfortunately is the half that needs 
access to the garage and is the nature of the concern.  To plow any more would be an expenditure of 
Borough funds on private property and he will not do that unless Council tells him to.  To make any 
change at this point will invite criticism from one point or another.  He stated for the Borough crew to 
make two passes for their convenience is understandable, but a third pass would not be for the crew’s 
convenience but rather for the convenience of the property owner.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he will not ask 
the crew to make a third pass or change their practice.  Pres. Handlan stated that is good enough for her. 
 
Update of PROPERTY TRANSFERS and BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, Janet Powers, Deputy 
Zoning and Permit Officer – Information only 
 
Consider updating Borough procedures pertaining to Sewage Facilities Planning and assessing 
Sewerage Tapping Fees – Mgr. Bickhart reported that a situation has arisen with respect to the way the 
Borough figures out tapping fees, and this also has to do with the way ESCRA is working on permitting 
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additional connections to the sewage treatment plant.  Before June 4 this was no problem because there 
was not much at stake in how it was done.  It has now taken on grave consequences because the 
treatment plant has been declared to be overloaded with phosphorus and nitrogen, and anybody who is 
adding flow to the system now will have to pay for additional removal of phosphorus and nitrogen at the 
treatment plant.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that he will meet with the university to talk about their involvement in 
this because right now they are the only project that is involved in the new procedure with the sewage 
treatment facility.  This may be something to refer to a committee, or Mgr. Bickhart can continue to follow 
up on it until he comes up with a recommendation on how this can be worked out.  He is trying to come 
up with a procedure that will work with what ESCRA has said they want to do so there is uniformity.  
Tapping fees may then need to be adjusted.  C/P Inch suggested Mgr. Bickhart continue pursuing this, 
and eventually it will come to the Finance Committee for the tapping fee issue.  Mgr. Bickhart stated there 
is a tapping fee ordinance but ESCRA has another procedure that is all theirs concerning DEP and 
planning modules and other issues.  These two procedures, only one of which the Borough has control 
over, need to be rectified.  Mgr. Bickhart does not feel that ESCRA is currently doing this correctly, as 
they are not assessing all that needs to be assessed.  If the Borough follows ESCRA’s process then they 
will be shorting themselves.  The consensus of Council was for Mgr. Bickhart to continue pursuing this. 
 
Review and comment on Draft of Borough Newsletter – Mgr. Bickhart reported the newsletter this 
time is a combination of eight pages of newsletter, four pages of the Consumer Confidence Report for the 
water system from last year, and two pages of the street sweeping schedule/recycling program/spring 
cleanup notice.  These will be printed at one time, with the ones to be hand delivered being compiled by 
the printer.  All three documents will be delivered to every door in the Borough, and the newsletter is 
mailed to all the property owners who do not reside in the Borough.  Pres. Handlan stated she has 
passed some comments along to Sheri, and there was another suggestion earlier about leaving out the 
bicycle licensing information and inserting something else in there.  C/P Viker suggested putting in an 
introduction of the Junior Councilperson program and some information on Morgan Botdorf, the Junior 
Councilperson.  Pres. Handlan noted that on Page 3 she suggested that a questionnaire be put in to get 
feedback from the community but she would like it to be from Borough Council rather than from herself 
personally, and would like that change to be made.  C/P Viker pointed out that in the section on handling 
dead birds, the wording of “bear-handed contact” should be corrected read to “bare-handed contact”.  
C/P Anderson stated that on Page 1 under the police department recommendations, she would prefer to 
see it say “be observant” rather than “be suspicious”.  Mayor Carroll stated that the police want people to 
be suspicious because they are looking out for something that is out of the ordinary.  Pres. Handlan 
asked that Council provide changes to Sheri without having to go through another review of the 
newsletter.  Sheri agreed, stating she wants to get the newsletter printed. 
 
Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan – Draft Report available 
for review and comment – Mgr. Bickhart reported that this is the joint effort between Penn Township, 
Monroe Township and the Borough.  A draft is available for review in the office.  Copies of the lengthy 
document can be made if requested.  The date of the next meeting to discuss the plan has yet to be set.  
Copies have been given to Dick Norman for the Parks and Recreation Commission.  C/P Hendricks 
stated he would like to have a copy, but maybe he can get one from Dick Norman.  Mgr. Bickhart said if 
not he can make a copy. 
 
Request from PA Fish and Boat Commission to extend grant to June 30, 2008 to permit some 
reconstruction of the ramp cross slope and to add a curb on the upriver side – Mgr. Bickhart 
reported that the Fish and Boat Commission has asked for the agreement to be extended due to some 
complaints and concerns about the cross slope and a possible need for the construction of a curb.  
C/P Inch noted a typo, stating that June 30, 2007 should be June 30, 2008.  Mgr. Bickhart stated this will 
give time to look into a redesign to see what needs to be done. 
 
Motion by C/P Anderson to authorize Pres. Handlan to sign the extension of the contract and for 
Mgr. Bickhart to witness her signature.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
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Statements of Financial Interest are to be completed and returned to the Borough Office before 
May 1, 2008 – Reminder to Council members 
 
Senate Bill 596 – Mgr. Bickhart stated that Council has been provided with copies of a request to 
consider a resolution in opposition to Senate Bill 596.  He stated he did some research on this today and 
talked to Chris Cap, who is the Deputy Executive Vice President of the Boroughs Association, to try to get 
some insight.  Mr. Cap thinks Council should consider adopting a resolution opposing Senate Bill 596.  
Mgr. Bickhart talked to representatives from the Borough’s own pension plan, PMRS, and they do not 
think the bill has a chance of passing but they would not discourage Council from adopting a resolution.  
Mr. Cap stated that this could be done this month or next month.  Mgr. Bickhart asked Council to look into 
this before taking action.  He noted that this could have some detrimental effects on the Borough.  In 
several points the Borough could be feeling what the Boroughs Association is warning could be the 
recourse of this.  C/P Anderson stated Council probably should take a position against the bill, as it would 
have some negative effects on the Borough.  C/P Herb stated he was not ready to take action tonight.  He 
stated someone must think it is a good idea and he would like to have time to hear an analysis of what led 
to the proposed legislation.  Mgr. Bickhart stated this is something that is apparently intended to bail out 
Philadelphia’s and Pittsburgh’s plagued, underfunded retirement plans.  Of the current $200 million in 
state aid, Selinsgrove receives $60,000 every year.  Sheri has provided documentation of how over the 
last couple years the Borough has maximized that state aid and has gotten to the point of using as much 
of it as possible.  Both the uniformed and non-uniformed pension plans in the Borough are funded quite 
adequately to maximize the use of the funds.  The Borough is in a position so that when the police fund 
needs a little more than their due, the Borough has more than they need so they can cover them.  The 
resolution is directed at opposing the bill, but Mgr. Bickhart stated it should equally underscore the fact 
that the Borough encourages the legislators to keep the $200 million subsidy there for them because they 
are using it quite well.  Mgr. Bickhart equated this to the Borough encouraging the government to 
continue with the CDBG money because the Borough uses it extremely well.  There are some things in 
the resolution that apply to the Borough and some that do not.  C/P Viker agreed with taking some time to 
ponder this, however with less trust in the legislature than C/P Herb has indicated.  He asked if Solicitor 
Cravitz could render some type of guidance on this for the next meeting.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that Chris 
Cap has indicated he would like some municipalities to respond right away, some in a month, some in two 
months and possibly some in three months just to keep the legislators aware of this.  Selinsgrove is in a 
unique position in that John Gordner is on the Senate Appropriations Committee so when the Borough 
talks to its Senator, he has some clout in this matter.  C/P Herb asked if someone, not necessarily the 
solicitor, could provide a synopsis of the arguments for the next meeting.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that if 
Council feels that, based upon what they know so far, this has merit, he is willing to modify the resolution 
to give Council some bullet points on what Mr. Cap told him as to how this works so Council has a 
sensible summary.  He stated it is not a legal matter; it is a political matter.  C/P Viker stated he is inclined 
to speak in favor of the resolution, although he does not feel Council should jump on every bandwagon 
that the PSAB rolls by.  He stated he would like to see more than just the PSAB’s point of view, whether it 
comes from Solicitor Cravitz, Mgr. Bickhart or someone in Senator Gordner’s office.  Mgr. Bickhart stated 
he went looking for that today in order to give the legislators their due in what they have to say, and he 
could continue with this research, noting that Council does need a counterpoint.  He stated this is very 
political and the Borough Council is being made a pawn in a very big game that is played in Harrisburg.  
Since this is an election year the game is being played even more than ever.  He stated he does not like 
to be a pawn unless he knows what he is doing, so he has done some research and more is needed.  He 
could not find the counterpoint on the Internet, but he has a call in to John Gordner for more information. 
 
Annual Landlords’ Meeting – Mgr. Bickhart reported that a meeting is scheduled with the landlords on 
Thursday, March 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the basement of the Borough building.  This meeting is held every year 
and March is the month when the landlords have to complete the registration forms for rental properties, 
leading to the registration and eventual licensing of residential rental properties in the Borough.  
Pres. Handlan asked if anyone from the university will be attending and Mgr. Bickhart replied he did not 
know of anyone.  However, he feels they will come if asked, so he will do so.  He stated a notice, a full 
packet of information on the ordinance, the property maintenance code, and all the forms were sent to all 
the landlords that the Borough is aware of.  All the forms and documents are also on the website.  The 
Borough has done all that can be done to make the information available, and this meeting will be to 
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answer questions.  C/P Inch asked if the rental agencies such as Bowen also have the material and 
Mgr. Bickhart replied that they do.  C/P Hendricks asked about registration numbers. Mgr. Bickhart stated 
so far they have been light.  Pine Meadows was the first to register all 100 units with all the needed data. 
 
SELINSGROVE MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY – Donald Bottiger, Chairman – No Report 
 
EASTERN SNYDER COUNTY REGIONAL AUTHORITY – Bob Dagle and George Kinney, Chairmen 
– No Report 
 
NORTH-EASTERN SNYDER COUNTY JOINT AUTHORITY – Bill Hetherington and John C. Bickhart 
– No Report 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS – C/P Mengel inquired about the Main Street Manager position and how this 
stands regarding the grant monies and the distribution of them.  She asked what responsibilities the 
Borough has as the holder of the grant.  Pres. Handlan stated the Main Street Manager position is vacant.  
SPI has advertised and is receiving résumés.  They are looking to fill the position immediately.  There are 
requirements with respect to the grant that SPI is aware of and every indication is that these requirements 
will be satisfied going forward.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that the Borough has the grant and it is Borough 
money.  The Borough is under agreement to disburse money to SPI, so Mgr. Bickhart is monitoring 
whether the grant money is being spent for legitimate purposes.  Mgr. Bickhart raised concerns regarding 
severance pay and things of that nature.  SPI immediately responded by saying that they would fund 
those things out of their funds and not out of the grant.  The only thing the grant paid for was the time that 
the Main Street Manager was in that position and nothing more, which satisfied Mgr. Bickhart.  He stated 
he is also satisfied that situations like this occur.  The contract was for a 90-day probationary period, at 
the end of which an offer of permanent employment was not extended.  The Downtown Center supports 
this process.  Everything that is happening is okay and there is nothing improper happening.  It is 
unfortunate and disappointing that the process is stopping and starting, but financially everything is in 
good shape.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that he was happy with SPI’s response that they did not want the 
question raised as to what are legitimate expenses and what are not, and so they agreed to fund the 
severance out of their own funds.  Mgr. Bickhart dispenses the grant money on the Borough’s behalf and 
he is very protective about it.  Pres. Handlan stated situations such as this are not uncommon.  
C/P Anderson stated she saw Judy Spiegel on Sunday and Judy said there are some very good résumés 
coming in from people with more closely related experience. 
 
Pres. Handlan stated that in the last two months SPI has added a number of new Board members 
including Joe Kleinbauer, Bo Fasold, Shawn Felty, Jeff Edmunds, and Bill Burd. 
 
MAYOR – Nothing 
 
OTHERS – Nothing 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m. 
 
 
Attachments: None 


