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SELINSGROVE BOROUGH RECESSED COUNCIL MEETING 
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2007 - 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pres. C. Handlan, V. Pres. W. Reuning, C/P D. Anderson, 
C/P J. Herb, C/P W. Hetherington, C/P M. Inch, and C/P D. Mengel 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Mgr. J. Bickhart; Mayor P. Carroll; Police Chief T. Garlock; Borough Treasurer 
Sheri Badman; Director of Public Works Corby Bowersox; Councilperson Elect Erik Viker 
 
OTHERS ABSENT:   None 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
Pres. Handlan called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  Mgr. Bickhart called the roll. 
 
VISITORS TO BE HEARD:  None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS 
 
C/P Hetherington stated that at the end of October he got a call from Andy Lash stating that he had not 
put an extension on his chimney yet, but he was going to do it on the weekend that was coming up.  
C/P Hetherington stated he has not gone to see if it has been done yet or not.  He stated that during his 
talks with Andy, he asked to see his furnace sometime and Andy said he did not have a furnace.  
C/P Hetherington stated that he went to Andy’s house and was told that in the picture, the little part on the 
back of the house has always been there.  All Andy did was slope the stepped roof for better drainage.  
All that is in there is a little wood stove about 2½ feet wide and 3 feet high that had belonged to Andy’s 
grandparents.  Andy uses 6-inch-square blocks of cherry wood and other hardwoods and sometimes it 
smolders.  At his garage there is a chimney that he was going to put a liner in, but it was too crooked so 
he put a new chimney up with a big pot-bellied stove that is not hooked up yet and has never been used.  
Beside his shed between the house and the garage Andy has a 3/4-size outhouse which is a smoker with 
a pan in the bottom where he puts his wood for smoke.  Andy has never had an outside furnace to heat 
the house or the water.  He had put new siding on a shed for his dogs and he does have a fire in there 
sometimes and it might smolder during the day.  Everyone has assumed that there was an outside 
furnace and Andy was asked to raise his chimney, but that is not the situation.  C/P Mengel questioned 
where Michael Bolig got his information and C/P Hetherington stated he does not know.  He stated that 
Andy mentioned that he wished Mike would have come and spoken with him.  He said there are four 
doors, two double houses, between himself and Mrs. Bolig.  He said none of the other neighbors have 
complained or said anything to him.  Andy is upset because he is being asked to raise his chimney and 
no one else in town, such as the skating rink or people with Chimineas, has been asked to raise theirs.  
C/P Hetherington stated he apologized to Andy on behalf of himself and Council for assuming that he had 
an outdoor furnace.  Andy did state that he would go ahead and raise the chimney, but C/P Hetherington 
wanted to make Council aware that they acted on what they were told by another party without verifying it 
with the responsible person.  He stated if anyone would like to see what Andy has, they can call him and 
he is willing to show them.  C/P Anderson noted that there is a sign on Market Street advertising outdoor 
furnaces.  She asked if the ordinance was ever enacted and Pres. Handlan stated that the ordinance is in 
place, noting that those types of furnaces are not for use in residential areas.  C/P Herb noted that the 
main issue for him with Andy’s chimney, whether it was an outdoor furnace or not, was that it was close to 
second floor windows in neighboring residences which was uncomfortable for the neighbors to live with. 
 
C/P Hetherington asked Chief Garlock and Mayor Carroll if either of them ever spoke with Donald 
Foreman about the junk car in the alley.  Chief Garlock and Mayor Carroll replied that they did not.  
C/P Hetherington asked if he should make an assumption that Mr. Foreman will intimidate everyone in 
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the room and they will not do anything about this situation.  If so, he wants to know why and he wants it 
on the public record.  He stated this is one of the first vehicles he ever told Council about.  It sits in the 
alley with no headlights, no inspection, and it is filled with junk.  Other people in the community have had 
to move vehicles and he wants to know why this one is not being addressed.  He stated he wants an 
answer on this by the next Council meeting.  Mayor Carroll stated he thought this was turned over to 
Mgr. Bickhart for a letter to be sent.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that Chief Garlock had asked to be allowed to 
handle this situation.  Chief Garlock affirmed this, stating that this lies on his shoulders, not on 
Mgr. Bickhart’s shoulders.  C/P Mengel agreed that something needs to be done.  Chief Garlock stated 
that he has had other things to deal with that were more important that Mr. Foreman’s car; however, he 
will address this situation this week.  C/P Hetherington stated he understands that Chief Garlock is busy, 
but this has been dragging on for two years.  C/P Mengel stated she feels Mr. Foreman should get a letter 
just like everyone else and that it should not have gone to Chief Garlock for action.  Chief Garlock 
explained that he took this on because he wanted Mgr. Bickhart out of the situation.  C/P Reuning agreed 
with Chief Garlock, stating that Mr. Foreman has a personal animosity toward Mgr. Bickhart.  Chief 
Garlock stated again that he will take care of it this week. 
 
Mayor Carroll noted that at the last meeting he had reported that the National Highway Safety funding 
grant was for $10,000.  That amount is incorrect and it should be $6,000.  He asked that the minutes be 
corrected to reflect this. 
 
COMMITTEE / COMMISSION / BOARD REPORTS: 
 
FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE:  C/P Inch, Chairman 
 
C/P Inch reported that the Finance Committee met with Sheri and Mgr. Bickhart to go over the budget to 
get it ready for tonight.  As a result of those discussions, tonight the Committee is submitting a tentative 
recommended budget. 
 
Council meeting recessed at 7:14 PM to a “Workshop Session” for deliberation of 2008 Budget.  
Council meeting reconvened at 9:35 PM.  
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES COMMITTEE:  C/P Reuning, Chairman 
 
C/P Reuning reported the sidewalks should be finished soon. 
 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION / PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT:  C/P Mengel, Chairwoman – No 
Report 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS:  C/P Herb, Chairman – No Report 
 
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  C/P Anderson, Chairwoman 
 
C/P Anderson reported that the Committee met to review the applications for the replacement position in 
Public Works.  Corby and Mgr. Bickhart are moving ahead with interviews and a decision.  They hope to 
hire someone shortly.  Pres. Handlan asked if there would be news by the December meeting and 
Mgr. Bickhart replied it would probably not be that soon. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  C/P Hetherington, Chairman 
 
C/P Hetherington stated the Committee did not have an official meeting, but had spoken about the 
handicapped parking downtown.  In talking with Chief Garlock and Mgr. Bickhart it was decided to put a 
handicapped parking space where the police car used to park on Market Street. 
 
As far as the parking problem on Broad Street at the optometrist’s office, nothing has been decided for 
that.  Chief Garlock was going to look to see if there have been any reportable accidents there.  
C/P Reuning asked what the problem is there and Mayor Carroll replied that cars park there and when 
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people come out they cannot see.  He stated there is a similar problem at the school, where Council 
extended the no parking area, but it needs to be extended even further for visibility at the intersections.  
C/P Reuning stated there is also a problem at Tenth and Penn Streets.  He stated in the last two months 
he has almost been hit twice due to the poor visibility caused by the parking at the dental office. 
 
C/P Hetherington stated he will be leaving and does not know who will be on the new Safety Committee, 
but he is advocating four-way stop signs in various places in the Borough.  He suggested that the new 
Safety Committee look into the parking issue throughout the Borough.  Something needs to be done to 
address visibility issues, especially in the older parts of town.  He suggested extending intersections for 
safety because there are many near misses every day in the Borough.  People cannot see, and the 
parking of vans and SUVs contribute to the problem in more than just one location.  He suggested doing 
a survey of the situation next year.  Pres. Handlan stated that many cars go through the four-way stop 
sign at Broad and Pine Streets on a regular basis.  C/P Hetherington stated there should be more four-
way stop signs on Broad Street to slow the traffic down.  He stated Broad Street is as heavily used as 
Market Street, and may even be more heavily used at times.  Pres. Handlan stated that maybe the new 
police officer can help out with speeding issues. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Pres. Handlan thanked Mayor Carroll for moving forward with the Junior Councilperson issue and having 
an article put into the Daily Item.  Hopefully some interested students will come forward.  Mayor Carroll 
stated he has not heard from Solicitor Cravitz yet on the Resolution for Council’s approval.  Mgr. Bickhart 
noted that Recording Secretary Dawne Long’s son has expressed an interest in the position; he is in the 
school district but resides outside the Borough.  Pres. Handlan stated that his ability to apply for the 
position depends on the action that Council takes regarding residence requirements. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
Attachments: None 
 


