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SELINSGROVE BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

MONDAY, MAY 7, 2007 - 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pres. C. Handlan, C/P D. Anderson, C/P J. Herb, 
C/P W. Hetherington, C/P M. Inch, and C/P D. Mengel 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  V. Pres. W. Reuning 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Solicitor R. Cravitz; Mgr. J. Bickhart; Mayor P. Carroll; Police Chief T. Garlock; 
Borough Treasurer Sheri Badman; Recording Secretary Dawne Long; Borough Employee Janet Powers; 
Borough Landlords Brian Betz, Michael Bolig, John Courtney, Robert Hickman, Ken Miller; Borough 
Residents Charles and Marian Beaver, Pat Morris, Joseph and Margaret Siro, Ian Van Pelt, Arthur Watt; 
Bowen Agency’s Karen Bowen; SARI Representatives Brian Burke and Brian Soper; SKATERS 
Representatives Ron Cowan, Leslie Herb, D. Reynolds, Brendon Troutman, Mitchell Wilson and others; 
SPI Executive Board Members Mike Coyne, Brian Farrell, Pat Owens and Judy Spiegel; Shade Tree 
Commission Chairman Karl Maul; Teens Against Tobacco Representative Megan Will 
 
OTHERS ABSENT:   None 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
Pres. Handlan called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M.  Mgr. Bickhart called the roll. 
 
Pres. Handlan noted that Dr. Robert Grubb, a former Borough Council member who had served for a 
number of years, passed away on Saturday. 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MINUTES FROM MEETING OF APRIL 9, 2007: 
 
Motion by C/P Inch to approve the minutes as presented.  Seconded by C/P Anderson. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 

VISITORS TO BE HEARD: 
 
Borough Police Chief, Thomas Garlock – Presentation of Police Report for March 2007 – Chief 
Garlock reported that there were 36 serious crimes reported in March, bringing the total serious crimes 
year to date to 92.  In the first quarter last year there were 75 serious crimes reported.  There were 41 
other crimes reported in March, bringing the total other crimes reported year to date to 170.  In the first 
quarter last year there were 148 other crimes reported.  The clearance rates are significantly higher this 
year, with 26 out of 36 Part 1 crimes cleared in March.  These rates are also mirrored in the other crime 
categories.  There were 324 total calls for service this March as compared to 467 last year.  Some of this 
decrease is due to the call reduction plan, in which Chief Garlock anticipated a 29% reduction for the 
year.  There was a 31% decrease this month.  Chief Garlock noted there were a series of house 
burglaries that were reported in November and December 2006 that were successfully cleared by March, 
resulting in the arrest of three suspects.  One of the things that Chief Garlock hoped to accomplish with 
the call reduction plan was to develop more investigative time and this has been realized.  C/P Mengel 
asked about another part-time officer and Chief Garlock replied he is still waiting to hear from one man, a 
Bucknell public safety officer who has certification and works part-time with another department.  Chief 
Garlock hopes to have this person before Council in June for hire.  He stated that because of his 
background in public safety and working for another department, he has the type of experience that Chief 
Garlock would like to see, making his transition into the Selinsgrove department an easy one. 
 
Chief Garlock reported that a question was addressed to him from Mayor Carroll concerning college and 
off-campus disturbances and the police department’s response to these.  He prepared a document 
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addressing this and gave copies to Council.  The concern was expressed as to whether the Borough 
police were doing everything they could to address off-campus parties.  The questions was asked as to 
why the police cannot, without the public’s assistance, act in their stead and take a police action on 
parties that the police see in progress in the Borough.  There was also a concern about how many people 
are issued corrective warnings.  Chief Garlock stated that disturbing the peace relates to the Peace and 
Good Order Ordinance in the Borough, 105-1.  In 2003 Chief Garlock had asked that this be amended to 
add more concise language to mirror the Pennsylvania Crimes Code disorderly conduct section.  The 
original ordinance was specific to certain types of disturbances and the only part that was applicable to 
the problems in the Borough was a yelling issue.  It did not take into consideration off-campus parties.  
Chief Garlock stated that in most circumstances the issue comes down to whether the general peace of 
the public is being disturbed.  Under disorderly conduct in Pennsylvania the word public means affecting 
or likely to affect persons and places to which the public or a substantial group has access including 
highways, transportation facilities, schools, prisons, apartment houses, places of business or amusement, 
or any premises which are open to the public.  The problem in a college community is that a lot of the 
disturbances take place in private residences.  They may be apartments but they are private residences 
in the apartments.  Some of the apartment buildings are closed apartment buildings with security doors 
and limited access to the public.  Court decisions on these issues have stated that disturbances inside 
people’s residences are not open to the public and disorderly conduct or disturbing the peace does not 
apply to these situations.  The courts have also stated that police officers, municipal employees and 
government employees such as street crews are not members of the public.  When individuals act 
disorderly to the police that does not necessarily mean the public peace has been disturbed.  
C/P Anderson stated that the English translation is that the police department has to have a complaint in 
order to act.  Chief Garlock stated the department depends upon the public to present to the department 
that the disruption of the general peace of the public has been disturbed.  The police department can 
assess a standard of the community.  The community has established a limit as to the type of disturbance 
taking place.  Without calls from the public the police department does not know the standard of the 
community.  The police depend upon the public to alert them to a specific disturbance and to say that the 
public has been offended and the public peace has been disturbed.  The police also depend upon the 
public to set the norms for conduct within the neighborhood.  The police can then use their discretion to 
address these issues through the disorderly conduct or disturbing the peace ordinances, both of which 
say that a public inconvenience or annoyance, or a substantial risk, has to take place.  Chief Garlock 
stated that there was an instance in September where people were going in and out of a house, with 20 
or 30 people on the porch, another 10 to 20 on the sidewalk and the street who were yelling, and beer 
was present.  That disturbance was to such a degree that the police could take action on it and the 
people were cited for a disorderly party.  Even though no public complaints were received the actions 
were so egregious that the police could take action on it. 
 
The statistics for the police department for the school year of August 2006 through now include 89 
violations of the Borough ordinance for disturbing the peace, 40 of which took place in the main portions 
of the Borough, 3 on the campus of Susquehanna University, 1 at the school district and 45 off campus.  
Of these violations 17 were closed by arrest in the Borough and 27 off-campus college issues were 
closed by arrest.  There were 18 proactive warnings for the Borough but only 10 for the university.  Of 
these 89 disturbance calls, 37 were parties.  There were 17 in the main part of the Borough, 1 on the Isle 
of Que, and 19 in off-campus college locations.  There were 108 disturbing the peace incidents in the 
2005-2006 school year.  The Borough averaged 42.5% in arresting people for disturbing the peace for the 
Borough.  For off-campus students the average was 60%.  The enforcement is higher for the off-campus 
parties.  There were 45% closed by warnings to the main part of the Borough, whereas off-campus 
incidents were 22.2%. 
 
Pres. Handlan asked what the State Police do when calls came in and no one is on duty in the Borough.  
Chief Garlock stated he does not know what the State Police procedures are.  Pres. Handlan stated that if 
there is a complaint that seems like it is not being resolved it could be that there is no one on duty and the 
complaint is being addressed by an outside entity.  Chief Garlock stated that he tries very hard to provide 
maximum coverage, but even when an officer is on duty if he has a drunk driving arrest then he is tied up 
for about two hours.  During that two-hour period a call could come in and by the time the officer is free to 
respond the situation may have changed.  He stated there would be a report generated and on file in the 
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office for that call.  It is very rare that the Borough does not have an officer on duty for a night shift.  If 
there is a large disturbance with a propensity for violence to take place and the State Police are not 
available then Sunbury, Northumberland, Point Township or another department will come in.  Even 
there, there should be a record of the calls.  If Chief Garlock knew the dates and times he could look this 
information up.  There is a computer-aided dispatch record at County Communications that would 
indicate who handled the call and if a disposition was indicated by that agency.  C/P Hetherington stated 
he did most of the ranting and raving at the last Council meeting and he thanked Chief Garlock and 
Mayor Carroll for the report.  Chief Garlock stated he can look up any other information requested as long 
as he has a specific request to look into.  With the computerized record system that the department has, 
he can generate any type of information that Council needs. 
 
C/P Mengel asked if there was any update on the central booking facility and the breathalyzers that were 
discussed at last month’s meeting.  Chief Garlock replied that the district attorney went to Shamokin Dam 
and Middleburg, but he has not heard anything.  He may find out more tomorrow and he can email an 
update to Council. 
 
DH&L Fire Company – No Report 
 
Brian Burke, Selinsgrove Area Recreation, Inc. – Brian reported that the pool board has officially 
signed the contract with the YMCA to manage the operation of the pool for the 2007 season.  Preparation 
is underway, with painting, cement work and other prep work taking place in cooperation with the YMCA 
manager.  The pool will be ready to open on schedule for the Memorial Day weekend.  Water will go in 
the pool April 17.  Brian reported that he spoke with the pool board’s CPA today regarding the tax 
situation and Form 1990.  The IRS abated tax years 2001 and 2004.  They requested additional forms for 
2002 and 2003, which have been provided by the pool board.  The IRS has not responded on these yet.  
Brian reported that some former pool board members have been volunteering their time and services. 
 
Megan Will and Teens Against Tobacco – Deferred to the June meeting. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON MAIN STREET PROGRAM – COUNCIL RECESSED TO THE PUBLIC 
HEARING AT 7:26 P.M. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart reported that a public hearing is required by the Main Street Program to show the 
Borough’s intent to be part of the program.  A public hearing was advertised for tonight.  He asked if 
anyone wanted to offer comments or questions on the Borough entering into a contract with the State of 
Pennsylvania and the Main Street Program.  This portion of the minutes will be submitted with other 
documentation that will allow the Borough to move forward with this process.  C/P Anderson stated it is 
exciting that the Borough wants to participate in this and it will be good for the Borough.  She suggested 
someone tell the attendees what this program does for the Borough.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that once the 
Borough enters into the program, there will be a grant period of five years with the Borough and 
Selinsgrove Projects, Inc., the 501(c)(3) corporation that was originally formed to get into the Main Street 
Program in the 1970s and has endured all the years since.  Through a cooperation agreement that 
Council will be looking at tonight, SPI will become the entity that will administer the Main Street Program 
on a day-to-day basis.  A fulltime Main Street Manager will be hired who will be directed to look at the 
revitalization of the downtown areas of Selinsgrove.  The Program will include opportunities to get 50/50 
matching grant money for façade reconstruction for downtown businesses.  One of the goals during the 
five years of the grant period is to create sustainability so that the program can continue into the future 
with a Main Street Manager to encourage downtown revitalization and economic development in the 
business community in Selinsgrove.  The Borough can fine tune the program in any way that is necessary 
for the community.  It is not a rubber stamp type of program.  Since the Borough has been in the program 
before and has done a number of things in the intervening years, they are starting at a level well above 
where most communities are who get into the Program.  Selinsgrove has the opportunity to rise to greater 
heights.  A little over 50% of the money comes from the state and the rest of the money will be raised 
locally.  A number of years ago Susquehanna University committed to covering half of the local 
community cost.  The Borough has also agreed to participate in some funding for this budget year, and 
hopefully in future budget years.  SPI will generate funds through various programs and projects as time 
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goes by.  Pres. Handlan stated she is excited about the program and the fact that it will revitalize the 
downtown area and hopefully ensure growth.  She stated there is a need for someone to focus on 
working with the downtown businesses to free up the Borough Manager’s time.  There are many different 
individuals and organizations that are highly dependent on the Borough Manager for information, advice, 
and direction.  The Borough Manager will work closely with the Main Street Manager, who will take on 
some of that responsibility.  C/P Anderson asked if a position description needs to be developed and 
whether SPI will take the lead in developing that.  Judy Spiegel, SPI President, stated a search committee 
is being put together and the Pennsylvania Downtown Center, which is contracted with the Department of 
Community and Economic Development, will help put the information together.  There are many Main 
Street Managers in the area, including Bloomsburg, Danville, Lewisburg, and Mifflinburg, and information 
will be shared with them.  C/P Anderson asked if SPI would be the actual employer of the Main Street 
Manager and Judy replied in the affirmative.  SPI will do job reviews and offer ongoing guidance.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated the relationship is spelled out more fully in the Municipality and Main Street 
Organization Cooperation Agreement, a model that was provided to the Borough by DCED to be modified 
to make it apply to the Borough’s circumstances.  Pres. Handlan asked if there were any other questions 
or comments.  Hearing none, COUNCIL RECONVENED FROM THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:32 P.M. 
 
Selinsgrove Projects, Inc. – Consider executing Cooperation Agreement pertaining to Main Street 
Program Grant Application – Motion by C/P Anderson to enter into the cooperation agreement.  
Seconded by C/P Herb. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
C/P Hetherington stated that a couple weeks ago he was approached by two members of the Legion 
requesting that if and when Selinsgrove Commons is developed a veterans’ memorial be included for all 
of Snyder County.  He referred them to SPI.  Judy stated that she received a formal letter this morning 
asking that this be considered for the former CVS site.  SPI will consider their request.  Judy introduced 
the SPI Executive Committee:  Mark Coyne, Treasurer; Brian Farrell, Vice President; and Pat Owens, 
Secretary.  Judy reported that a team has been put together to try to get some greenery in place in 
Selinsgrove Commons.  They are working on a phased approach.  SPI is also putting together a 
fundraising team for the community. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
 
Review List of Council Issues – Mgr. Bickhart reported that when he put the agenda together he 
thought the school district would be voting tonight on the Weiser Run issue.  However, he was informed 
that they are not voting tonight but will be addressing Council’s request to pay for 50% of the engineering 
necessary to come up with a solution to correct the Weiser Run problem. 
 
Concerning amending the building code for floodplain management, the Borough has been waiting to get 
a schedule for the final adoption of the floodplain maps and the Borough ordinance.  That date has been 
set and the Borough will receive the formal letter of final decision on May 16.  Effective November 16, 
2007 the floodplain maps and the Borough’s ordinances need to be in place.  After the new floodplain 
maps are adopted property owners’ abilities to engage in the flood insurance program will be quite 
different.  They have a one and only opportunity in the next six months to get involved in the flood 
insurance program.  Mgr. Bickhart stated one more type of notice should go out to the people affected by 
this.  He asked the Daily Item to work on a story about the entire Susquehanna River basin because there 
are more people that will be impacted by these maps than just those people in Selinsgrove.  The last 
reporter that Mgr. Bickhart spoke to about this is no longer in reporting.  He stated a notice could be put 
into the next Borough newsletter.  A lot of people have come in and asked about the issue.  However, 
there are 150 properties that will have a major impact from the new floodplain maps and ordinance and 
not all of them have contacted the Borough office.  These 150 properties are not currently in the 
floodplain but will be when the new maps are adopted.  They will have an opportunity to purchase flood 
insurance at the preferred rate if they buy the insurance before the new floodplain maps are adopted 
because the current maps show that the properties lie in an area that would not flood.  Once the new 
maps are adopted showing they are in the floodplain, they can still keep the preferred rate.  They can 
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transfer that insurance policy from one owner to the next; it can stay with the property as long as it is kept 
current.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he suggested to the Daily Item that they talk to people who have had some 
serious problems with the flood regulations in the past, such as people at Shady Nook and all up and own 
the Susquehanna River.  He stated that in order to make this real for people, those interviewed should be 
people who have run afoul of the regulations and been shocked, surprised and horrified.  C/P Herb stated 
that it is necessary to make the information stand out.  He asked if there is something that is distributed 
door to door in the fall other than the newsletter, asking if it would be a good idea to do a separate letter 
apart from the newsletter, aimed primarily at the people who will be in the new flood zone.  Mgr. Bickhart 
stated this has already been done but doing it again for the 150 properties would be a good idea. 
 
Mayor Carroll reported that surveyors from Larsen Design Group were down at Weiser Run.  The 
surveyors indicated that they were hired by the University.  He stated they were surveying both sides of 
the bend and all the way down.  Council was thinking this had to do with the school district issue, so Mike 
Coyne clarified that the university was having the surveying done in anticipation of building a science 
building.  They do not want to make Weiser Run any worse.  Larsen Design Group will come up with a 
plan for stormwater retention for the new building. 
 
Mayor Carroll reported that he got another complaint on abandoned cars.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he is still 
working on a list of these and asked that Mayor Carroll give him the locations. 
 
C/P Anderson asked if a letter has gone out yet on the sidewalks.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that the 
Committee is still finalizing their information. 
 
Reconsider Ordinance # 731 – Rental Unit Occupancy Regulations – Landlord’s Licensing 
Ordinance – C/P Inch stated that this ordinance is probably one of the most important issues that the 
Borough has dealt with.  There is a need for an ordinance and a lot of progress is being made, but he 
suggested that the ordinance go back to an enlarged committee which would include Brian Betz and 
Karen Bowen from the Bowen Agency.  It would also be helpful to have a representative from the 
university included in the committee.  C/P Anderson stated that she was disturbed by some things at the 
last meeting with the landlords.  She stated people were confusing the ordinance with the Borough 
Maintenance Code which was previously passed.  Some people were arguing the code rather than the 
ordinance, which is the means to implement the code.  There seemed to be a great deal of fear as to 
what the inspection process would be.  Something more needs to be done to help people understand the 
inspection process and be comfortable with it so it does not come across as onerous.  There was a lot of 
paranoia at the meeting and the ordinance seemed new to a large number of people who were there.  
They did not understand that this has been in the works for three years.  The ordinance is not ready to be 
passed and some education needs to take place as to why the ordinance is important and what it means 
for the community.  Pres. Handlan stated she has made a commitment that nothing will be put in place 
until there is agreement from the landlord group.  They are the ones who are impacted by the ordinance 
the most so their input is encouraged.  At the last Council meeting Brian Betz brought up some very 
specific issues that need to be looked at.  Brian stated that a lot has happened since the meeting that 
brought people more understanding.  However, there is still some ambiguity in the ordinance.  He 
suggested that CK-COG, the inspection agency, also be involved with the Property Maintenance Code 
side of the ordinance to make sure that explanations are given to the landlords in a way that they can 
understand what will happen.  C/P Inch stated many new people attended the last meeting.  Because of 
the complexity of the issue, a smaller group would allow people to voice their concerns and to go over the 
ordinance piece by piece.  C/P Anderson suggested putting a timeframe on this.  Pres. Handlan agreed, 
stating every Council member has reviewed the proposed ordinance.  She stated that most of the 
landlords who have been coming to the meetings are not the landlords she is concerned about.  C/P Herb 
asked if Council has the ability to create a special committee for the purpose of dealing with this issue.  
Pres. Handlan replied that there was a special committee made up of C/P Hetherington, C/P Mengel and 
herself.  She asked if this could be finalized within the next two months.  C/P Herb suggested having two 
Council meetings before the ordinance is presented for final adoption.  Pres. Handlan stated the 
ordinance can be circulated for comments and final adoption will hopefully take place in August.  She 
asked Mike Coyne for a suggestion of someone from the university who could participate on the 
committee.  Mike suggested Phil Winger and stated that he had just sent Mr. Winger a message.  
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Mgr. Bickhart asked if his email to Dave Henry was circulated and Mike replied that it was not.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated that the university has not been participating because from the beginning the text 
has excluded university properties such as dormitories, fraternities and sororities.  At the last landlords’ 
meeting there was a lot of discussion about not exempting the university, so after that meeting 
Mgr. Bickhart sent an email to Dave Henry stating that someone from the university needs to become 
involved.  A lot of it will be new to the people because the last time this issue was addressed Tracy Tyree 
was still at the university.  C/P Anderson stated that there are regulations that the university already must 
comply with, and some of the people at the meeting were not aware of this.  They felt that by exempting 
the university the Borough was saying it did not matter how they kept their property, which is not the case 
at all.  The Property Maintenance Code applies to the university and there are additional regulations for 
multi-occupancy residences.  C/P Inch suggested Karen Bowen be included because she handles the 
largest amount of high-volume rental properties.  Karen suggested Mike Savidge be included also.  She 
asked how large of a group the Council wanted.  Pres. Handlan stated they want a group that is 
representative of the Borough, the university and the landlords, but they want a manageable number, 
perhaps four from each entity. 
 
Ian Van Pelt, a tenant who has lived in the Borough for about two years, stated that no one has 
mentioned how the tenants will be affected by this.  Some type of revenue will be involved and he expects 
his rent will go up just as it did when the water bill went up.  He is concerned about what he has heard 
involving landlords losing their license if something goes wrong.  He lives in a four-unit building.  If he has 
a problem with a neighbor he talks to the neighbor directly.  If that does not work out he will let the police 
know.  He stated if he has a series of complaints with his neighbor and it goes back to his landlord, she 
may lose her license and then Ian loses his place to live.  He stated this would make him think twice 
about whether he wants to complain about a neighbor.  C/P Anderson stated that losing the license 
relates to a landlord not attempting to resolve a problem.  If there is a whole series of complaints and the 
landlord is not present, that becomes a problem.  If the landlord is present and they are doing what they 
can to ensure that they have a good group of tenants, then it is not a problem.  Ian stated he wants to 
have good neighbors, but he is concerned that there will be a lot of trickle-down to the tenants because 
the tenants will be adversely affected by whatever happens to the landlords.  He stated a committee that 
represents people’s concerns should have someone representing tenants.  C/P Herb stated that the 
meetings are open meetings, so in theory anybody who wants to participate may do so.  Mgr. Bickhart 
stated that he advises the chairmen of the committees that it is at their discretion as to who may 
participate and how they may participate in a committee meeting.  The meetings are open and people 
may sit around the outside but it is not an open forum unless the chairman of the committee says so. 
 
C/P Anderson stated that the ordinance is advertised so anyone can come in to view a copy and get a 
copy of it.  There is so much paranoia about the ordinance and if people would only read it, it is not that 
scary.  C/P Herb stated it is not that easy to read.  Robert Hickman, a Borough landlord, stated that the 
ordinance is unfair.  He asked why it is aimed at the landlords who rent property and not at the university, 
with all their dorms.  He stated the house next door does not have to pay the $10 charge.  He stated it is 
not the amount that is the issue, but the fact that it just applies to certain people in the Borough and 
Susquehanna is exempt from everything yet they are in the Borough.  It is not fair that Susquehanna does 
not have to have their properties inspected, even when a student falls out of a window.  The ordinance 
should be for everyone, including a neighbor who owns his own property and does not rent to anyone.  
That person should also have his house inspected and pay the fee.  The garages in the alleys should also 
be inspected.  Pres. Handlan stated these are valid points and they are being addressed.  Mayor Carroll 
pointed out that Mike Coyne just emailed someone from the university to seek their involvement in this 
process.  Brian Betz stated these are issues that have been brought up and a committee needs to work 
on these issues.  Pres. Handlan asked C/P Mengel and C/P Hetherington if they will again sit on the 
committee.  They agreed to do so, as did C/P Inch.  When someone cannot make the meeting 
Pres. Handlan will fill in.  Brian Betz will come up with three or four individuals to include.  Mike Coyne will 
get back to Mgr. Bickhart with names from the university.  Pres. Handlan asked that everyone give the 
committee members’ names to Mgr. Bickhart sometimes this week and let him know which are the best 
nights to meet.  Pres. Handlan asked Ian Van Pelt if he would also be part of the committee and he said 
he would.  A copy of the landlords’ ordinance will be supplied to Susquehanna University and to Ian Van 
Pelt.  Mgr. Bickhart suggested setting a meeting for May 21 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. 
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Consider adoption of Ordinance # 752 – Devices Propelled by Human Power and/or Gravity – 
Solicitor Cravitz reported that the ordinance was advertised for tonight’s enactment.  This is an 
amendment to Chapter 59, Bicycles now being changed to Devices Propelled by Human Power and/or 
Gravity.  It covers everything that a person can do by wheel or other non-mechanized means to get 
around in the Borough.  Solicitor Cravitz stated there is one additional item that was not being considered 
until his secretary brought it up.  Included in the ordinance are skateboards, as well as pedicycles, 
bicycles, tricycles, rollerblades or roller skates, inline skates, heelies, scooters and all other similar 
devices propelled by human power and/or gravity and other devices propelled by a motor that are not 
considered vehicles by the Pennsylvania law.  Restricted hours were set up that a person should not 
operate those in the Borough during the hours from sundown to sunup, and it is illegal to operate them 
under atmospheric conditions in which the operator cannot be clearly discernable at a distance of 100 
feet.  Restricted areas by location are the cartway parking lanes on both sides of North and South Market 
Street, East and West Snyder Street, and East and West Bough Street except for mobility-related devices 
mainly for handicapped people and people needing devices to get around.  It shall be unlawful to operate 
any regulated device on or about the following locations in the Borough:  the sidewalks on both sides of 
North and South Market Street from East or West Snyder Street to East or West Bough Street; sidewalks 
on both sides of East and West Pine Street from North and South University Alley to North and South 
Strawberry Alley; sidewalks on both East and West Chestnut Street from North Union Alley to North 
Strawberry Alley; and the sidewalks on both sides of University Avenue/Walnut Street from South Union 
Alley to South Strawberry Alley.  It shall be unlawful for persons to operate or use the regulated devices 
except for mobility devices, pedicycles and bicycles on any public highways, roadways, trafficways, 
streets or for any posted speed limits greater than 25 miles an hour.  It shall also be unlawful for a person 
to operate those devices to endanger anyone nor shall they go off the sidewalk into the streets in any 
way, shape or form that places themselves or others into danger.  Paragraph 7 states that if they damage 
or endanger any public property it will be unlawful for them to do so and they will be subject to a fine.  
They shall not trespass on any private property without consent of the owner or the lessor of the property.  
If they do any damage or endanger private property or personal property they are subject to violation of 
this ordinance and they may have to pay damages to the landowner if it is so included in their 
prosecution.  They should obey all signs, signals and instructions.  They must stop at a stop sign or a red 
light.  With caution lights they must proceed with caution and a great deal of care.  There is a prohibition 
against ramps, half pipes and obstacles.  It will be unlawful for any person to operate or use regulated 
devices in conjunction with any ramp, half pipe or other obstacle or structure placed on or within a public 
highway or right-of-way, trafficways, streets, sidewalks, walkways, paths, pedicycle paths, alleys, 
driveways, or parking lots within the Borough limits.  It is unlawful for any person to place any such ramps 
or other devices within the public highways, roadways, or any pathway within the Borough.  They should 
in no way through operating these devices obstruct traffic nor shall they be a hazard related to parking 
areas or cause a hazard to pedestrians, lawfully regulated devices or vehicles.  14 – You shall also use 
these devices as recommended by the manufacturer.  Do not try to come up with any new or ingenious 
ways to use the devices, at least not on public property.  They should not loiter or use anything with 
regard to these devices that would constitute unlawful noise or loitering under the Borough definition.  
Definitions:  Mobility-Related Devices – self-propelled wheelchairs, electric mobility devices, electric 
personal assistance mobility devices and other similar devices intended for a specific purpose in giving 
persons with mobility-related disabilities the capability of transporting themselves.  As indicated earlier the 
regulated devices are set forth therein.  Skateboards – a board or other flat surfaces with wheels or rollers 
on the bottom used to skate on any surface.  Scooters – a device consisting of an upright steering handle 
attached to a board.  Violations:  First time offense – a warning may be issued for first violations.  If the 
person violating the ordinance is a minor, in addition to the warning the police officer shall notify in writing 
the parents, guardian or other persons having legal custody of said minor of the violation.  In addition, 
said person violating the ordinance shall be provided with a copy of the ordinance.  Second and 
subsequent offenses – on conviction of a second or subsequent offense the person shall be sentenced to 
a fine of no less than $10 nor more than $300 for each and every offense plus costs of prosecution.  If the 
person violating the ordinance is a minor, parents, guardian or other persons having legal custody of said 
minor shall upon conviction be sentenced to a fine of no less than $10 nor more than $300 for every 
offense.  In lieu thereof they may be present up to 30 days in jail in Snyder County Prison.  Chapter 59’s 
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title has been changed to Bicycle Licensing and the other sections are being deleted out of the chapter.  
The ordinance shall take effect immediately upon enactment tonight. 
 
Janet Powers stated certain sidewalks were noted as not being allowed to be ridden on.  She asked if 
they can ride on her sidewalks.  Solicitor Cravitz replied that they cannot be on private property but can 
be on public property.  Sidewalks within the right-of-way are public.  If it is beyond the right-of-way then it 
is the property owner’s sidewalk subject to the public’s right of way to pass over it and use it.  Janet 
stated it does not seem logical that Borough Council made her put in a sidewalk and now these things 
can be ridden on her sidewalk.  Solicitor Cravitz stated they are not prohibited from riding there.  It may 
not be logical but it is legal. 
 
Motion by C/P Herb to adopt Ordinance # 752.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The passage of the ordinance was greeted with applause from the audience.  Mitchell Wilson, President 
of SKATERS, read a letter to Council:  “Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the SKATERS organization 
we thank you for passing the new Skateboard Ordinance.  You listened to our needs and goals and acted 
accordingly.  We give special thanks to the Safety Committee, chaired by Bill Hetherington, Chief of 
Police Thomas Garlock, and Borough Manager John Bickhart.  This group of individuals spent long hours 
in the process of researching and developing our new Skateboard Ordinance and we look forward to 
enjoying our support within the Borough boundaries knowing that we will be skating within the limits of the 
law.  Cordially, Ron Cowan, Brendon Troutman, and Mitchell Wilson.”  This letter was greeted with 
applause from the audience.  Mgr. Bickhart noted that those present with skateboards would have to 
carry them home tonight as it was almost dark.  He warned that the ordinance can be rescinded as 
quickly as it was put into place, if not faster.  He cautioned the skaters to follow the regulations, starting 
tonight.  Pres. Handlan agreed, stating the youth worked hard to get the ordinance. 
 
Consider Resolution creating a permanent “Ordinance # 752 Advisory Committee” under the 
Parks and Recreation Commission – Motion by C/P Anderson to adopt this Resolution.  Seconded by 
C/P Hetherington. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Ron Cowan asked that SKATERS be able to participate in the advisory committee and to continue to be 
involved in issues regarding the ordinance.  Pres. Handlan stated this will be done, and the committee will 
be under Dick Norman.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that Council will have to name three representatives.  He 
asked that Ron Cowan suggest some people he would like to have serve on the committee.  The 
resolution calls for “three residents of the Borough of Selinsgrove that are representative members of a 
formal organization formed around an individual advocate for or person who regularly participates in the 
use of these devices.”  Ron asked if Council would be opposed to three young people and Pres. Handlan 
replied that would be fine, as long as they are responsible and do their part.  She asked that the group 
keep meeting and talk safety, compliance and respect for people’s property.  Brendon Troutman stated 
they have been doing that all along.  Ron Cowan asked if Mgr. Bickhart needed the names tonight.  
Mgr. Bickhart replied no, stating that the first activity will be a year from now when the Parks and 
Recreation Commission is called upon to review the first year of activity.  C/P Herb suggested having the 
advisory committee form more quickly than that, stating that the group could meet within the next month 
to assess how things are going. 
 
Consider award of Boat Launch Project contract – Mgr. Bickhart reported that the bids were opened 
this afternoon.  The Fish and Boat Commission grant was for $88,000.  Based upon the bid tabulations, 
and to allow the project to continue as quickly as possible, Mgr. Bickhart recommends that Council 
tentatively award the contract for the base bid and the add item for the parking lot to the low bidder, G&R 
Charles Excavating, subject to the concurrence of the Fish and Boat Commission.  The Fish and Boat 
Commission will have to give their consent to modifying the scope of the work to those two items, which 
add up to just about $88,000.  This calls for the removal of the restroom from the scope.  This issue will 
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be readdressed by the committee at another time or through another grant.  C/P Inch asked if the 
Borough will pay the bills as they come due and will in turn be reimbursed within a reasonable time, such 
as within 90 days.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that that would be the case, similar to the other state grant. 
 
Motion by C/P Anderson to tentatively award the contract for the base bid and parking lot as noted above.  
Seconded by C/P Hetherington. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Police Department Phone System – Mgr. Bickhart reported that a number of quotes were received for 
the phone system for the police department.  This project has been hanging for some time and with 
Council’s approval Mgr. Bickhart would like to get it moving again.  Proposals were received based upon 
telephone solicitation, with the belief that they would stay under the $10,000 contract amount.  Based 
upon the quotes that were received, Mgr. Bickhart recommends that Council agree to allow Rusty 
Kauffman from Beavertown to fulfill the proposal that he submitted.  This started out with a request for 
proposals to provide the police department with an upgraded telephone system, and that is what is listed 
under the Police Only column.  This would allow the police department to have a number of features that 
they do not currently have, including voice mail and messages in response to telephone calls.  The intent 
was to also expand the base unit so that the Borough telephones could be connected into it as well, all 
tied together through one system.  Listed under Borough is the additional cost to add the Borough 
telephones to the system.  Adding both of these together gives the base price of doing the police 
department and the Borough together as one project.  An additional cost was identified because the 
police department is across the street, which requires a 25-pair telephone cable to be interconnected 
from where the Borough’s phone lines enter the Borough building to where the police department’s phone 
lines enter their building and to place the controller unit in either building.  Where the controller is placed 
did not matter from the point of view of cabling.  Rusty Kauffman’s proposal does not show this cost 
separately because it is included in the item under the Borough.  Mgr. Bickhart is suggesting that Council 
approve doing the police department and the Borough together at this time.  Chief Garlock would like to 
use $6,255 out of the $20,000 grant that he has for improvements to the police department.  That would 
include the base phone service and the things in the police proposal, plus part of the cabling costs 
because the Borough would like to put the base unit in the Borough building rather than in the police 
building.  That would leave the Borough with $1,265 that they would have to come up with out of the 
general fund.  Pres. Handlan asked if this also includes new phones and Mgr. Bickhart replied that the 
Borough would also receive new phones.  Pres. Handlan stated this is needed because the Borough’s 
phones are very antiquated.  She asked if this has any impact on the phones in the library and 
Mgr. Bickhart replied no.  The library is completely separate, with its own system.  Pres. Handlan wanted 
to be sure that the controller in the Borough building would not be located in a place that the library is 
looking to utilize.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that it would be downstairs in a closet under the stairwell next to 
the kitchen where all of the fiber optic connections, telephone lines and electric circuits already enter the 
building.  Mayor Carroll asked if the line that was dug underneath the street and into the basement of the 
police station could be an access for the phone system and Mgr. Bickhart replied yes.  He stated the line 
was sited with the idea of eventually interconnecting the two buildings with secure communications.  The 
line is big enough for the CAT 5 cable for the fiber optic and the 25-pair cable for the phone system. 
 
Motion by C/P Hetherington to accept the bid by Rusty Kauffman of Beavertown for the upgrade on the 
police and Borough’s phone system.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
COMMITTEE / COMMISSION / BOARD REPORTS: 
 
FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE:  C/P Inch, Chairman 
 
Payment and Ratification of Bills – Motion by C/P Inch to pay the bills.  Seconded by C/P Anderson. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
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Statewide Tax Recovery, Inc. - Exoneration Requests – None 
 
PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES COMMITTEE:  C/P Reuning, Chairman – No Report 
 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION / PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT:  C/P Mengel, Chairwoman 
 
C/P Mengel reported that she did not do anything yet about arranging a visit to the landfills.  She asked if 
Mgr. Bickhart has heard anything yet from John Yingling and he has not.  C/P Mengel spoke to Debbie, 
who said she has a proposed contract for the county but the Borough would be a separate contract and 
they would be contacted by Lycoming directly.  Debbie also said that the county’s free pulls were 
decreased to eight.  C/P Mengel assumed that that would mean there are three additional ones that 
would go to the Borough, for a total of six free pulls.  She stated that the minutes say that Mgr. Bickhart 
was going to make the arrangements to tour the landfills.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that this has a November 
date so he has not made any arrangements yet.  Pres. Handlan asked if the Borough requested a 
separate contract from the county’s contract and C/P Mengel replied that there was no actual request.  
C/P Anderson stated the issue was that the Borough objected to being part of a contract that they knew 
nothing about.  Pres. Handlan stated that as long as the Borough understands what the contract is and 
how the Borough is obligated in it, it should be okay.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Borough wanted the right to 
be able to contract this with whomever they chose to get the best contract and price for the Borough.  Up 
until November the Borough was tied into the county contract.  He stated the Borough would not be in 
favor of being in the county contract again because they would be in the same predicament.  J.A.W.S. is 
the other entity that the committee wanted to visit.  He suggested also contacting Cocalamus to see what 
they are doing.  There may be more interest now from others who may wish to submit a proposal.  
C/P Mengel stated that Debbie told her that the pull price is down from $100 to $70 per pull.  
Mgr. Bickhart pointed out that the J.A.W.S. contract was $0 per pull.  C/P Anderson stated that there were 
some concerns about J.A.W.S.  Mgr. Bickhart asked if the tours should be set up for a Saturday.  
C/P Mengel stated she would prefer a Saturday or a very late afternoon.  C/P Anderson stated she is 
going to China on May 24 and will not return until June 11.  C/P Mengel stated she is away May 16 to 19.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated he will try for a Saturday in July. 
 
C/P Inch reported that he would be gone from May 25 to June 15.  Pres. Handlan stated there are two 
people who will be gone from the June meeting so everyone else must attend. 
 
ARTHUR WATT – Update on action pertaining to 304 East Chestnut Street property – At this point 
Arthur Watt asked if he was overlooked earlier.  He stated he did sign up to say something.  He stated 
nothing will be done about the house next to him because nothing has been done for eight or nine 
months.  He will go back to his neighbors tonight and tell them not to vote for any incumbent because the 
incumbents are not doing anything for the citizens.  He stated none of his neighbors on the street and 
even on Pine Street like the house that is next to him.  He stated if Council will not do anything about the 
three homes then the people in his neighborhood will not vote for any incumbents.  He stated the three 
properties include 304 East Chestnut, right next to him.  At this point Mr. Watt left the meeting.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated there is a property right next to 304 East Chestnut and the Borough has been talking 
to Rick Romig about finishing the siding.  Pres. Handlan asked if the Borough took care of the siding that 
was hanging off Mr. Watt’s neighbor’s house.  Mgr. Bickhart explained that Solicitor Cravitz sent the 
owner a letter giving them ten days to contact the Borough with their plans to do something to make the 
property safe.  There are two things going on here.  The Borough knows that there is a person who has 
an agreement of sale to purchase the property and so the Borough has been reluctant to press the 
condemnation and the Borough’s possession of the property in order to demolish the structure because 
there are liens against the property before the Borough’s so the Borough would not get their money back 
out of the property.  There is an agreement of sale that has 30 days to complete and then 60 days to 
demolish the structure.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he has no reason to believe that this will not occur.  The 
second course that the Borough started in deference to Mr. Watt was to notify the property owners under 
the Property Maintenance Code that there were some safety issues on the property that the Borough was 
concerned with.  The owners were given ten days to respond and they did not.  On the 11

th
 day 

Mgr. Bickhart wrote them a letter and concurrently went to the property to secure the building from 
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anybody getting into the property.  A notice was put on the property indicating that it was not fit for human 
habitation so that there was proof positive that the Borough took an action against the property and 
notified them that this was done.  This upset the owners, but there are people in the Borough who are 
more upset.  This has not been a fast process but what Mr. Watt is asking the Borough to do would be to 
throw away about $10,000 that the Borough would never get back.  C/P Inch asked if the piece of siding 
that was hanging into Mr. Watt’s property was cut off.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that that was done as part of 
securing the building.  All the material that could be blown around was thrown back in the building, the 
siding was secured, the entrances to the building were secured, and a panel box with power to it that was 
hanging in the middle of nowhere was secured.  Solicitor Cravitz reported that the homeowners have 
secured counsel in Lewisburg out of Attorney Rheam’s office.  They let Solicitor Cravitz know through an 
informal phone call that the Borough should give this agreement of sale a chance to work because if the 
Borough tears down the building they may be looking at a lawsuit for not giving them an opportunity to 
sell the property and work out their legal difficulties.  Solicitor Cravitz stated that he has been telling 
Mgr. Bickhart that the Borough should take its time on this or they would get more money into it in legal 
expenses defending a civil rights action for tearing down the building that the owners are in the process of 
selling because the owners could lose the sale and the Borough would have no way to recover their 
expenses.  This has been a losing situation for the Borough right from the beginning.  It would solve 
Mr. Watt’s problems but the Borough would spend a lot of public money to do so.  If Mr. Watt has a 
problem he can spend the money to bring suit against the owners for a public nuisance and get a 
restraining order or an injunction.  Mr. Watt does not want to spend his money; he wants to spend the 
public’s money.  Mgr. Bickhart and Solicitor Cravitz do not want to spend the public’s money on this issue.  
Solicitor Cravitz stated he understands Council is frustrated by this but it would be crazy to throw $10,000 
to $20,000 into this property.  C/P Anderson asked if Mr. Watt understands where the process is.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated that Mr. Watt has come in to the office several times since the last Council meeting.  
He knew about the ten-day deadline and came in on the tenth day to make sure that the Borough would 
continue to take action.  He wanted to make sure a placard was put on the building indicating it was unfit 
for human habitation.  He knows about the sales agreement.  He is fully aware of what is going on.  He is 
frustrated that it has taken this long because he is in the process of selling his own house.  The impact to 
him has to do with the buyers for his house.  However, his buyers have not called the office to verify what 
the Borough is doing about this situation, so it could be that his buyers are playing games with him and 
this is just a convenient excuse.  Pres. Handlan asked when the sale was taking place.  She said Council 
heard about it last month and she thought it was to be 30 days to the sale.  Solicitor Cravitz replied that it 
was 30 days for the sale, they have to get financing, and then 60 days to close.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the 
sales agreement was signed a day or two after the last Council meeting.  Pres. Handlan asked what the 
new owners will do with the property.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that they will demolish it.  The buyer has been 
in to the Borough office with his plans for the building he wants to construct in its place.  He has floor 
plans and some elevation views of how he wants to develop the lot.  The structure will be elevated and 
fully compliant with the flood plain regulations.  If he builds what he is proposing it will be a very nice 
structure, certainly an improvement from what is there now.  It will be a single family property built by a 
builder who will probably build it and then sell it. 
 
C/P Hetherington asked if anyone was in the Derr property.  C/P Herb stated the other two properties that 
Mr. Watt mentioned are the next two properties down the street, both of which are unoccupied.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated the Derr property was just recently brought to his attention.  He looked at it and it is a 
home that is under construction.  He has not contacted George to find out what he is doing, but he should 
do so because it has sat all winter partially done.  C/P Hetherington stated the interior was beautiful but 
he is not sure what happened on the outside.  He thought Mr. Derr moved to between Bloomsburg and 
Catawissa when he inherited his father’s property about a year ago.  C/P Herb wanted it clarified that up 
until the last month or so the Borough has tried to get the owners of the property next to Mr. Watt to do 
something about their property without legal action against them, and the Borough was unsuccessful in 
getting them to improve or demolish the property.  Solicitor Cravitz agreed, stating no legal action was 
brought until now.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Borough has been successful with Rick Romig, who owns the 
place next to the house next to Mr. Watt.  Rick is in the process of finishing the siding. 
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BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION / PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT:  C/P Mengel, Chairwoman 
(continued) 
 
C/P Mengel asked for an update on the library.  Pres. Handlan stated that the last meeting was attended 
by two of the county commissioners, Mr. Bilger and Mr. Bailey, and Jeff LeFevre, who explained the 
feasibility study, the current building, and the stand-alone building.  Pres. Handlan stated that it was 
interesting that all of a sudden there was a property that surfaced on the triangle at Route 522 across 
from where Penn Township is putting in their big recreation area that they were going to be talking to 
Senator Gordner about.  The property is zoned agricultural and the library will be looking to get that 
rezoned and donated for the library.  There is another entity that has supposedly stepped forward to offer 
some land as well, also outside the Borough.  Even though land may be donated there is still over 
$4 million that would need to be raised to build a stand-alone library, not including parking, landscaping or 
maintenance of the building and operations.  There is a lot of planing that needs to be done.  
Pres. Handlan stated that she raised the question to the architect about why on the plan for the Borough 
building was the Borough left as is, with no consideration for movement of any of that, and why was it not 
brought to Council for their input.  She stated no one could answer that, except that there was 
miscommunication or not enough communication.  She stated the library’s position is that the Borough 
building is antiquated and does not lend itself for expansion and they would be throwing money into a 
building that cannot be used.  There is much to be done, starting with the library board making the 
decision of whether to expand the present building or locate elsewhere.  The county commissioners 
understand the dilemma and will be working more closely with the Snyder County Library Board.  
Pres. Handlan stated an offer was made to and accepted by a candidate for library director.  She has not 
seen a formal announcement of this yet.  She will send an email when she gets the confirmation. 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS:  C/P Herb, Chairman 
 
Report and recommendations on request to rename Strawberry Alley in honor of Pete Sears – 
C/P Herb stated that Mgr. Bickhart has sent out letters to the property owners at the four places along 
Strawberry Alley.  He and Mgr. Bickhart discussed the possibility of a symbolic renaming of the alley as 
opposed to an actual renaming.  When the idea of renaming the alley was first suggested a month ago, 
C/P Herb was not aware of all the implications the renaming would have to someone who lived there.   
These would be fairly significant in terms of having to change driver’s license, mailing address and those 
kinds of things.  It may be better to maintain the alley as it is now but through signage indicate that the 
alley is also being designated as Pete Sears Alley or Pete Sears Way in memory of his long-term service 
to the community.  He has not spoken to John Walters about this yet for his input.  Pres. Handlan stated 
this is done on a lot of highways.  She stated none of the alleys in the Borough currently have signs.  
C/P Herb stated it would be possible to add two signs, one with the actual name and one with the 
memorial name.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that of the four addresses that he sent letters to, he had a response 
from Charles Kauffman, who indicated that he had been notified by the county that he had to change his 
address, which he had not done yet.  He is holding off until he hears what Council’s decision is.  He 
asked about signage on the alley because he is now a location and an address but he does not have the 
benefit of a street name.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Borough needs to look at alleys with a preponderance 
of addresses and consider adding street names on the alleys.  Mgr. Bickhart also talked to Karen 
Copenhaver, who indicated that she had just gotten done responding to the county’s request and that she 
would consider it a great inconvenience to have to do it again.  She had been an address off of Water 
Street and all of the Rear addresses were replaced with actual addresses for the 911 system.  The 
resident at 207 did not respond and Tom Klinger from 5 North Strawberry Alley did not respond yet.  
C/P Anderson stated the idea of an honorary name is a good idea to acknowledge that Pete Sears lived 
there and fixed every kid’s bike for free.  The consensus of Council was that this was a good solution to 
this issue.  C/P Anderson stated that someone should speak with John Walters to see if he agrees that 
this is a good solution.  Chief Garlock stated he would be willing to talk with Mr. Walters about this.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated Council can do this as a resolution and order the signage.  Solicitor Cravitz stated 
the mayor could do a proclamation.  Pres. Handlan suggested having Mr. Sears’ family at a ceremony 
and having a picture put in the newspaper. 
 
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  C/P Anderson, Chairwoman – No Report 
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  C/P Hetherington, Chairman 
 
Update on complaint concerning smoke from woodburners in urban areas – C/P Hetherington 
stated there was no safety meeting, but he has been working with Mgr. Bickhart, who did some checking 
and found that Andy Lash’s woodburner is not in violation of any ordinance.  Although the installation 
might not have been done according to the manufacturer’s recommendation, there is no law against that.  
There have been cases where individuals have had problems with people using these types of furnaces 
and they have become a public nuisance and lawsuits have been successfully filed.  Until there are 
official complaints, Council cannot do anything about it.  C/P Hetherington spoke with a neighbor who 
lives across the street and they had no problems.  Maybe once or twice last winter they smelled a little 
smoke but it did not bother them.  C/P Hetherington wanted to speak with Mr. Lash but they have not 
been able to get together due to their schedules.  He stated he is not giving up on this and he does not 
feel that Mr. Lash is trying to avoid him.  He hopes to be able to talk him into extending the chimney but 
he cannot promise what the results will be.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that he looked into the Building Code to 
see what would pertain to this and the stovepipe chimney, with the type of unit that he has, needs to be 
two feet above anything within ten feet of it.  There is nothing within ten feet of Mr. Lash’s chimney.  
Mgr. Bickhart also found that the manufacturers of these units strongly recommend that they not be 
located in urban areas to begin with and it is an industry recommendation that the chimney be two feet 
above anything within 100 feet of it.  The installation is not consistent with the manufacturer’s 
recommendation of using it in urban areas.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he found a copy of an ordinance that 
had language to ban this type of structure in a Borough.  It defines it and prohibits anything like it.  It is 
described as a furnace outside of the building that supplies heat through coal, oil or wood to the space.  
Pres. Handlan recommended that Council adopt the ordinance for Selinsgrove.  The consensus of 
Council was that this should be done.  Solicitor Cravitz pointed out that it would not cover Mr. Lash, and 
Council understood that but they were concerned with prohibiting more from being built within the 
Borough.  C/P Herb stated that his recollection was that there was an upstairs porch or balcony near the 
chimney.  C/P Inch stated this is on the house adjoining it.  C/P Hetherington stated Mr. Lash has a 
second story on his house and the houses up through there have two stories.  C/P Herb stated the 
distance from the top of his chimney to the next-door house may be around ten feet.  He stated he drove 
by and looked at it from a couple different angles.  He stated that he thought the building that houses the 
furnace sits pretty close to the property line.  He asked if there are permits that are required to build a 
structure or shed like that.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that there were no requirements when that shed was 
built.  The Borough has permits for Mr. Lash and plans that show the structure as existing in 1973 when 
he was putting aluminum siding on it.  Michael Bolig said he thought the building was only there a year, 
but maybe it was there longer and Mr. Lash re-sided it, making it look drastically different.  He stated 
hopefully Mr. Lash will not burn that much during the warm months.  C/P Hetherington stated he has 
known Andy Lash a number of years and although they are not close personal friends, what he knows of 
him is that he was always a reasonable young man who would stay at home at night when others were 
out having fun.  He is pretty level-headed and had worked for L.B. Water for a while.  He is hoping that he 
will voluntarily raise the chimney.  He asked that he be given until the next meeting to get hold of 
Mr. Lash.  C/P Mengel asked if in the meantime Council could get the ordinance into place.  
C/P Anderson stated that under the grandfather clause in the ordinance it says all outdoor fuel-burning 
appliances in existence at the effective date shall have or must erect a flue or chimney which has a 
minimum termination height of 20 feet above the natural ground level.  C/P Hetherington stated even with 
chimneys that are legal, sometimes the neighbors get smoke from them depending on the wind.  He 
stated that the furnaces could be regulated but it has to be proven that the odors are offensive, which can 
get drawn out through the legal system.  Michael Bolig urged Council to make sure that no more of these 
woodburning furnaces get installed in the Borough.  C/P Herb asked if this needs to go to a committee 
and Mgr. Bickhart stated Council already has a sample ordinance before them tonight.  C/P Hetherington 
stated he did not want to exclude the members of the Safety Committee but he did not feel there was a 
need for a meeting.  He stated he will do his best to meet with Mr. Lash before the next Council meeting.  
C/P Mengel suggested asking him to do this voluntarily and point out that when Council passes the 
ordinance, which they most likely will do, then Mr. Lash will be required to raise his chimney.  She asked if 
Solicitor Cravitz can prepare something for the next meeting, and he replied that he would do this. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION:  Earl Moyer, Chairman – No Report 
 
ZONING HEARING BOARD:  Glen Rohrer, Chairman – No Report 
 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION:  Dalton Savidge, Chairman – No Report 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD:  Richard Norman, Chairman 
 
Mgr. Bickhart reported the next Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan 
Advisory Committee meeting will be held June 21, 2007 at 7:00 PM at the Penn Valley Airport Community 
Room. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart reported that the county commissioners had agreed to pay $5,000 for each community.  
That money has been paid to Monroe Township, so the commissioners held up their part of the bargain. 
 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION:  Karl Maul, Chairman 
 
Request to replace one member of Shade Tree Commission – Karl Maul stated that Matt Cover, a 
member of the Shade Tree Commission, has been absent from meetings since last July.  Karl has tried to 
contact him through phone calls at home and at work.  Matt stated he was interested up until several 
months ago, but then never showed up.  Karl is asking to have Matt removed from the Shade Tree 
Commission and if that goes through he has the name of a new person whom he has already talked to 
about volunteering to fill the vacancy.  Solicitor Cravitz stated Council would have to vote to remove Matt.  
C/P Herb stated this could not be done tonight and Pres. Handlan replied that it could because Karl has 
already given Matt the required notice of 15 days from the time that Council would vote to remove him. 
 
Motion by C/P Anderson to remove Matt Cover from the Shade Tree Commission.  Seconded by 
C/P Mengel. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Karl stated the replacement that he is asking Council to consider is Dr. Jennifer Elick, who is an assistant 
geology professor at Susquehanna University.  Council will vote on this next month.  Pres. Handlan 
stated Dr. Elick will be a great addition to the team.  Sheri asked if she was a Borough resident and 
Pres. Handlan replied that she is.  Karl stated Dr. Elick is very enthusiastic about serving. 
 
Karl reported that the commission has been working with Dick Norman on the LifeTrail to eliminate some 
of the hazard trees that are down there.  Several trees were taken down that were hazards, but there is 
still some work to be done.  The Shade Tree Commission has some money in the budget for parks and 
Karl would like to go ahead and hire someone to do the work.  He was able to find two men who would do 
the work.  They are proposing to do it on a per diem basis and their price per day would be around $300 
or $400.  Karl asked if he needs approval for that expenditure or if he has to go to bids.  It would only be 
one day’s worth of work, a small amount of money.  Mgr. Bickhart stated neither bids nor phone 
solicitations would be required.  The work can just be contracted as long as the commission is satisfied 
that it is a reasonable price.  Karl stated the men are covered insurance-wise.  He wanted to go with this 
person because he is willing to work with volunteers on the ground, which should increase the man’s time 
in the tree, which will increase the productivity for a one-day job.  The people on the ground will be doing 
menial tasks for which the commission will not be paying $20 an hour.  C/P Inch asked if this work would 
include Kidsgrove and Karl replied it was just the LifeTrail for now.  There are a lot of dead branches in 
the locust trees.  The person who will do the work is a certified arborist so he can give the commission a 
better idea of tree hazard assessment and what should and should not be cut down. 
 
Karl reported that the Shade Tree Commission meeting dates have been changed.  They are the same 
day at the same time, but they are now every other month on the odd months.  They were having 
problems getting participation at the meetings on a monthly basis.  They did not even have a quorum. 
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Karl stated the Shade Tree Commission will focus this year and next on trying to do something at the tree 
museum by first getting rid of the water problem there.  He stated trees are being lost.  The cypresses are 
water trees and they are doing just fine.  The rest of the trees are not doing fine.  The water poses a 
mosquito hazard and potential for West Nile virus as well as other public safety issues.  Once the water is 
gone the commission can see what they can do to get the tree museum healthy again. 
 
Karl stated that the ordinance that created the Shade Tree Commission has a clause that states that the 
commission can make rules regarding trees.  Those rules have to come to Borough Council for approval.  
Karl asked in what form they need to come to Council.  Do they need to come as an ordinance or just as 
a list of rules?  Karl stated he needs help in making that list of rules and presenting them in the correct 
format.  He asked if he should get with Solicitor Cravitz or Mgr. Bickhart or someone else.  Solicitor 
Cravitz suggested that Karl put them together as rules and send them to his office. 
 
Karl asked for the deadline for the next newsletter and Sheri replied that it was the beginning of August. 
 
Karl reported that he was successful in acquiring his certified arborist’s license and hopefully this will be 
an enhancement to the commission.   Council congratulated him and Pres. Handlan stated that Karl was 
doing a great job with the commission. 
 
PATRICIA MORRIS – Letter regarding complaint – Mrs. Morris stated she has been a Borough 
resident for just over six years but grew up in the area.  She owns a property on Eighth Street and wanted 
to bring her neighbor to Council’s attention.  She stated when she moved into her house the neighbor was 
an elderly woman.  The house was maintained outside and the grass was mowed.  The woman has since 
passed away and her foster child is living there with her children and her boyfriend.  Now the grass grows 
to a foot and a half in height.  Mrs. Morris and her husband got a new mower and gave the neighbors 
their old mower.  The neighbors used it a few times, a pin broke and now they don’t mow their grass 
again.  Last summer her husband approached the neighbor to ask if they would fix their spouting.  Every 
time there was a storm the rain would lay between the houses and seep into the Morrises’ basement.  
The neighbors replied that they were working on the inside and could not afford to do the outside.  
The Morrises offered their assistance to help fix the spouting.  It is now the second summer and the water 
is still seeping into the Morrises’ basement, where mold is now forming on the inside of the basement 
wall.  Mrs. Morris stated that on Spring Cleanup weekend, when people do not have to pay to have 
garbage hauled away, the neighbor’s garbage sat on the back porch.  There is a recliner chair that was 
put out during the winter.  The dog chewed on the chair and foam rubber was all over the yard and 
eventually the neighborhood.  Mrs. Morris stated this was cleaned up a couple weeks ago, but it was 
stuck into a garbage bag that stayed in the back yard until this morning, when they did move some 
garbage bags out to the curb.  Mrs. Morris asked if there is something that the Borough can do to help 
them or if SEDA-COG can help with low income people.  She stated the home is falling down.  The eaves 
are rotted in the house.  She sees squirrels going in and out, causing the concern of electrical wiring 
being chewed and possibly causing a fire.  Mrs. Morris stated her husband is working tonight or he would 
be at the meeting also.  She stated the home that is on the other side of her was recently sold by some 
people who moved to Texas.  The first time they put their property on the market they could not get a 
buyer because when people looked around the neighborhood they saw an empty house sitting across the 
street on sheriff’s sale, and the house next to the Morrises. 
 
Solicitor Cravitz reported that this particular property is in the name of the deceased woman.  No estate 
has been opened for her.  The Borough has entered a municipal lien against the property for sewer and 
water, but the legal title is somewhere in the woman’s heirs.  No one knows at this point who they might 
be.  He stated he was told that Monica Crossley was a granddaughter.  Mrs. Morris stated that she 
thought Monica was a foster daughter.  Solicitor Cravitz stated that he wrote a letter to the mortgage 
company in Texas asking if they were aware that the woman had died, the mortgage is in her name and 
these people are occupying the premises and it is going downhill.  He got the certified mail receipt back 
today showing that they received the certified mail last week.  He has not heard anything back yet.  
Because of the difficulty with the title to the property it will be hard to find the correct person to notify 
about fixing it up.  Mrs. Morris stated that if the mortgage company doesn’t know that the woman is dead, 
it could be that pension checks or Social Security checks are still coming to an address where the woman 
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is no longer living.  Chief Garlock stated he will look into this.  Solicitor Cravitz stated that someone must 
be paying the mortgage because there is no mortgage lien against the property.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that 
no one disagrees with anything that Mrs. Morris has said; however, the Borough needs an owner to 
contact.  C/P Herb asked if there are code violations that are apparent in the house and Mgr. Bickhart 
replied that there are.  He stated the Borough could bring the Property Maintenance Code strongly into 
play on all the issues that Mrs. Morris has brought up, but the owner is deceased and it is not known who 
the Borough could notify of the violations.  Solicitor Cravitz stated a computer check was done to see who 
the woman’s relatives are and nothing comes up.  Mrs. Morris said she thought the woman was childless.  
C/P Herb asked how long an estate would be in probate.  Solicitor Cravitz said the estate should have 
been open within nine months to pay the tax.  There is probably an inheritance tax besides the mortgage 
lien against the property.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Borough has a lien against the property for the curbing 
work and a lien against it for an unpaid water and sewer bill.  They are currently keeping up with the water 
and sewer bill.  C/P Herb asked when the woman passed away and learned that it has been at least four 
years ago.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that Sheri raised the question of whether the lien against the property for 
the water and sewer bill was appropriate, or whether the Borough should have not permitted the people to 
have water service in someone else’s house.  The people really have no authority to be there that anyone 
knows of.  However, the water service goes into the property and then splits into two inside the building.  
The Borough cannot shut the water off to the unit in question without shutting the water off to the other 
unit.  Mrs. Morris stated that the people who live on the corner side seem to be maintaining their part of 
the house.  They are putting a new back porch on.  Sheri stated that that woman does feel that the people 
are related to the deceased woman somehow.  Chief Garlock stated that when he was up there on the 
water issue the man denied being related.  Mrs. Morris stated she does not think they are blood relatives.  
C/P Mengel asked if the residents have been paying their taxes and Solicitor Cravitz replied that it is paid 
as part of the mortgage.  The mortgage company has no foreclosure proceeding so someone is making 
the payments.  He said the mortgage company should not be too happy to find out that the mortgage 
holder has died and someone else is living in the property.  C/P Hetherington asked who will be given the 
deed when the mortgage is paid.  Solicitor Cravitz reported that the mortgage company will have to 
decide that.  Mgr. Bickhart stated if the person who holds the mortgage is dead then the mortgage 
company becomes the equitable owner.  Solicitor Cravitz agreed and stated there is no estate open for 
the woman nor could any living relatives be found.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that the Property Maintenance 
Code requires him to notify the owner of violations so until an owner can be determined there is nothing 
the Borough can do.  C/P Anderson asked if Chief Garlock could go knock on the door and talk to them.  
Chief Garlock replied that they will not talk to him.  He has been there before to arrest them, so now they 
refuse to answer the door for him even though they are inside the house.  Solicitor Cravitz stated that if 
the mortgage company would foreclose, as the chief creditor for the deceased woman they could open an 
estate for her for the purposes of being sued.  They would sue the state and the property would be sold 
by foreclosure.  He does not know if the mortgage company would want to do that.  If the people are 
paying the mortgage, the mortgage company may be satisfied because they are receiving their money. 
 
Mrs. Morris stated she appreciated whatever the Borough could do.  She is concerned about the garbage 
sitting outside her window during the hot summer months.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Borough might be 
able to make a claim against the tenants for the garbage.  Mrs. Morris stated she cannot get to the back 
part of her house to check on her flowers.  She stated there is 15 inches of her land that borders against 
the neighbor’s sidewalk.  She actually has to walk on their sidewalk between the houses.  Solicitor Cravitz 
stated it is a right-of-way.  Mrs. Morris said that now the owner staked a piece of fencing nine inches from 
her house, with another stake on the other side to keep the pit bull in.  He also has other things, like an 
old piece of lattice, up against her house.  Her husband asked the neighbor to move the lattice away so it 
would not scratch their siding.  The neighbor moved it enough so that it is tied next to his post.  It is 
temporary and the pit bull bounces against the lattice.  The pit bull runs to the back of the alley whenever 
someone walks through the alley, and that fence is not sturdy either.  She stated the pit bull scares the 
neighborhood children.  While the dog may bite, it has never bitten her or her small dog because the pit 
bull is used to them, but it is a scary situation.  She stated the neighbor is blocking her right-of-way to her 
house and their garbage is lying against her house when it gets out of the bags and blows around.  
Solicitor Cravitz stated this would be considered trespassing.  Mrs. Morris stated she could have had the 
neighbor arrested last year.  He got angry because someone called the police to report his pit bull 
barking.  He thought it was Mrs. Morris.  She was out in her yard and the neighbor was ripping out her tea 
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that she had planted next to her house and throwing it over the fence into her back yard.  She asked him 
what he was doing and he said, “That’ll teach you to call the cops on me.”  She explained that she did not 
call the police.  Mrs. Morris again thanked Council for whatever they could do, stating that the rundown 
properties make the whole town look bad.  She said she has had visitors come from other states, people 
who lived here when they were younger and have moved away, who ask if people are lacking jobs in this 
area because the houses are looking run down.  She encouraged Council to keep up on the ordinances.  
Margaret Siro asked if the neighbors have children.  Mrs. Morris replied that they do have two small 
children.  She stated last week there was a broken window lying in the back of the house on the cement.  
Mrs. Siro asked if the children go to school and Mrs. Morris said they do.  She stated she has talked to 
people in the school system about it.  Children and Youth are aware of the family. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart stated there are a couple of things that apply to tenants.  Tonight is the first he heard about 
garbage accumulating and that can be applied to tenants.  He will take a look at that tomorrow.  
Mrs. Morris stated that the Borough could do something about weeds and high grass also.  Mgr. Bickhart 
stated the Borough really cannot take action against the tenant for grass.  He stated the Property 
Maintenance Code talks about a few things that are the obligations of tenants.  Chief Garlock stated the 
grass could be acted on under the Borough Code, but Mgr. Bickhart replied that eventually it would have 
to go against the owner.  Chief Garlock stated that if the owner is deceased that it can go against the 
occupier of the premises.  Solicitor Cravitz stated the occupants are either trespassers or squatters.  
Mrs. Morris asked if there is a rule that someone can take possession of a house after living there for a 
certain amount of time.  Solicitor Cravitz replied that the time required is 21 years.  Pres. Handlan 
thanked Mrs. Morris for bringing this to Council’s attention. 
 
C/P Anderson stated it needs to be communicated to the landlords that the reason Council wants an 
ordinance is because of things like this.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that in one of Brian Betz’s emails, he asked 
the landlords to review the Property Maintenance Code.  Brian purchased a copy of the document that 
goes along with the Property Maintenance Code that justifies why these provisions are in there.  There 
was some fun being made of what people thought were picayune requirements because they did not 
understand them.  This book explains them all and Brian encourages them to get a book on their own or 
to borrow his book to read why these things are necessary.  Mgr. Bickhart gives Brian credit for going the 
extra mile to find out the reasons for the Property Maintenance Code. 
 
Non-Police Complaint Update – Mgr. Bickhart reported that there is a matter between two neighbors 
that has involved the police.  He has spoken to Officer Grove about it.  The people have been told that 
this is a civil matter and the Borough has nothing to say about it.  Chief Garlock stated that the police 
department’s position on the issue is that it is a civil property line dispute and any type of vandalism 
claimed by either party cannot be established until the property line issue is resolved.  Mgr. Bickhart 
stated that he has explained to the people that there is nothing the Borough will do to intervene. 
 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 
 
MAYOR:  Pete Carroll – Mayor Carroll reported that last weekend was the university’s final party 
weekend.  It went smoothly, with extra officers patrolling.  He asked whether Trax has made any 
difference this year.  Chief Garlock stated that Trax had an impact the first month or so.  It provides an 
alternative for college students but it is only open certain hours.  This academic year Trax has not been 
used as much as when it first opened.  Perhaps the novelty has worn off.  The police are still seeing high 
activity off campus but the department is not getting complaints on the activity.  The police were very 
proactive in September and early October of 2006, making a considerable amount of arrests.  This was 
also done in the spring of 2006, with high present patrols and many arrests.  He stated he has seen more 
of a reaction from that than he has from Trax.  He stated the number of incidents of disturbing the peace 
in the spring semester was lower than in the fall.  For this last weekend, Friday night is usually a high 
incident night because it is the end of finals and many kids stay over to leave on Saturday.  There were 
some incidents and some arrests made, but it was not to the degree that it was in past years.  
Pres. Handlan stated it was nothing like Bloomsburg the week before, with over 100 students arrested.  
She stated the story on TV showed people shoveling debris from the streets with snow shovels.  Chief 
Garlock stated that when he came back to the Borough in 1995 after working here in the late ‘70s, the 



Meeting Date:  May 7, 2007  Page 18 of 22 

number of off-campus issues was very high.  Going into 2001, 2002 and 2003 he remembers there being 
100 people in the roadway on Orange Street, with another 200 or 300 on the sidewalks and more people 
on the porches.  This does not happen any more.  There are problems and issues and there always will 
be because Selinsgrove is a college town, but the bad times that were present in 1995 have not been the 
case in the past three or four years.  Chief Garlock stated there were probably more arrests made in the 
spring and fall of 2006 than were made in 2002 for the similar period, but there is not the high volume of 
students everywhere.  The students are still having parties and engaging in underage drinking, but it is 
spread out.  The students are smart enough to keep it inside, but there are still people walking through.  A 
lot of the arrests that the police are making right now are transients. 
 
Mayor Carroll stated there were some local concerns because of the Virginia Tech situation.  Chief 
Garlock and Tom Rambo are coordinating their efforts.  Chief Garlock is also bringing the school district in 
on it because an incident could happen there as well.  Chief Garlock and Tom Rambo are constantly 
going over policies and taking steps to stay on top of issues.  Because situations are different, what 
happened at Virginia Tech would not necessarily be duplicated here but the police and public safety 
officers need to be able to handle anything.  Pres. Handlan asked if there has been any discussion about 
arming the public safety officers on campus.  Chief Garlock replied that the issue is being examined right 
now.  They are looking at a combined effort to change how the police and public safety operate.  He 
stated it is a new concept and they will proceed slowly.  Within a month or two Council will be seeing 
proposals from Chief Garlock and Tom Rambo.  C/P Anderson stated that public safety officers used to 
all have the certification so that they could carry arms when necessary, but they did not carry them on 
patrol.  Chief Garlock replied that the officers are not currently certified.  He stated that Tom Rambo 
realizes there is a problem on campus, whereas the Borough police have a two-fold problem – the 
university and the school district.  Once he has more to report he will bring it to Council’s attention. 
 
Mayor Carroll reported that Woody Mengel, a school crossing guard, is retiring.  Mayor Carroll would like 
to coordinate something including C/P Mengel, Woody’s wife, and Chief Garlock to present Woody with a 
certificate of appreciation.  Mr. Reisinger, on 18

th
 Street since Harris Estates was built, will fall back to 

sub.  Mayor Carroll stated that it is nice to have someone work as a crossing guard for so many years. 
 
BOROUGH SOLICITOR:  Robert Cravitz 
 
Consider adoption of Ordinances # 754 and 755, pertaining to non-uniformed employees’ and 
uniformed employees’ purchase of probationary time toward retirement, respectively – Solicitor 
Cravitz reported that these ordinances would enable the employees to buy back their probationary time 
into the retirement system.  He stated Council has done this before.  C/P Anderson pointed out that this is 
just the ordinance that will catch up with what Council has already agreed to do. 
 
Motion by C/P Hetherington to adopt Ordinances # 754 and 755.  Seconded by C/P Mengel. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
BOROUGH ENGINEER:  J. A. Coukart & Associates 
 
Update on pending projects – Nothing to discuss 
 
Consider request from Mid-State Paving concerning charges of liquidated damages – Mgr. Bickhart 
stated he was expecting a letter from John Coukart with his opinion concerning Mid-State’s request.  He 
would like to put this off to next month.  Mid-State is back up and running to finish their 2006 Street and 
Alley Program.  They had asked for Council to consider their position on liquidated damages and without 
Coukart’s recommendation, Mgr. Bickhart is not prepared to discuss it.  C/P Anderson stated she does 
not understand what the letter is saying.  Solicitor Cravitz explained that Mid-State is trying to reduce the 
time period over which the Borough would take liquidated damages.  They are saying they could have 
been doing other, non-paving work to get ready for paving in the spring when the Borough stopped them 
in the fall.  Because the Borough did not allow them to do that, they are doing that work now, which is 
delaying the spring paving.  The problem with that is that if the Borough had allowed them to proceed in 
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the fall there would have been ripped up streets over the winter.  It was Council’s decision based on the 
recommendation from the engineer to stop Mid-State.  It is critical to have John Coukart’s input on this 
because he is the one who is managing the contract for the Borough and overseeing Mid-State.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated Council needs an assessment of where the project is in terms of contract time and 
how many days have already passed.  Mid-State was already past the contract date when the Borough 
terminated the contract.  A lot of what Mid-State is saying is hard for Mgr. Bickhart to understand, and 
Coukart’s numbers will verify that they were already past the end of the contract before the Borough 
terminated their work because of PennDOT standards.  C/P Anderson asked if something needs to be 
done to avoid having this hang until the June meeting.  Mgr. Bickhart stated Mid-State is working now 
under notice that they could be working in liquidated damage time.  The fact that they went past the 
contract date means the Borough has to spend more of John Coukart’s time and more of Corby’s time.  
The Borough has actual costs in this case.  If the Borough has damages then Council is justified in 
pursuing liquidated damages.  This can wait until June or even until Mid-State requests final payment on 
this work.  C/P Mengel asked if John Coukart has been asked for the information.  Mgr. Bickhart stated 
that at a meeting with Mid-State he had asked Coukart to render his opinion, and he was expecting to get 
it with the things that come Tuesday or Wednesday on the week before the Council meeting.  Solicitor 
Cravitz stated Mid-State does not know which way to go but they think that if they proceed they will get 
more money rather than less money.  Council has his money and it is a lot easier to keep it than to get it 
back.  Mid-State will not be paid until Council gets an opinion from the engineer. 
 
SASD/Weiser Run Project – SASD voting on acceptance of offer to spilt engineering costs tonight.  
Consider contingent authorization for engineer to proceed – Mgr. Bickhart reported that this will be 
deferred.  C/P Hetherington stated a deadline should be set to have something complete on the Weiser 
Run project, possibly by the first of November.  He stated this has been back and forth long enough.  He 
stated ideally the repairs and everything should be done before winter.  C/P Inch agreed, stating the 
school district has had time to replace Randy Varner and should be encouraged to move forward. 
 
University Avenue Sanitary Sewer, Additional Work – Mgr. Bickhart reported that as part of the 
sanitary sewer project along University Avenue the Borough’s contractor reconstructed the shoulder area 
and put up a macadam curb.  PennDOT came along after and put on a wearing course and in some 
cases filled up the area so there was no curb and in other cases actually destroyed parts of the curb with 
their rolling operations.  That resulted in stormwater that would be channeled along that side of the road 
to get back in behind other parts of the curb and erode private property.  John Coukart worked with 
PennDOT to look at this and come up with a solution.  PennDOT has offered to do a reconstruction of the 
shoulder and some widening on the road.  In the arrangement that was worked out, PennDOT’s work 
would be done under the Agility Program and there would be an additional cost to the Borough that John 
Coukart estimates at $2,460 to get the shoulder back the way it should be.  C/P Hetherington stated the 
Borough should not have any cost or use of the Agility Program to correct damage that PennDOT 
caused.  He stated they should correct it at no cost to the Borough, either in time or money.  Mgr. Bickhart 
stated he agrees, but it is difficult to compel PennDOT to do anything.  He stated he is afraid that if the 
Borough does not accept the offer of working together to make it better than it was before, then the 
Borough will be left with a bad situation that the Borough does not want to correct and the residents will 
be continually upset.  C/P Hetherington asked if PennDOT doesn’t owe the Borough over $5,000 in the 
Agility Program and another $2,500 for their mistake.  He stated the Borough might have its problem 
taken care of, but PennDOT caused the damage and should pay for the repairs.  He stated that since it is 
an election year, people should be made aware of the situation.  Margaret Siro asked for clarification that 
this was the area that runs in front of the four properties that include her property, and what PennDOT 
wanted to do with those properties.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that the proposal is to widen the shoulder an 
additional three feet.  Mrs. Siro asked if this would come closer to her island and Mgr. Bickhart responded 
in the affirmative.  C/P Mengel asked if there really is a problem that needs to be corrected.  Joseph Siro 
stated that there is a problem.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the proposed work would reconstruct the swale to 
allow the road to move over to where PennDOT can put the curb up to separate the water at the edge of 
the road from the properties in order to get the shoulder back to control the flow in a straight line.  The 
water is currently working its way back into the properties behind the existing curb that in some places is 
not deep enough and in other places was rolled down flat.  The water is causing erosion.  Mr. Siro stated 
this problem did not exist before PennDOT came in.  Mrs. Siro asked why no one told them about this 
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before they spent a lot of money on their island.  She stated the access manhole is right in their island.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated the proposed work is what the Borough engineer and PennDOT have worked out to 
solve the runoff problem.  Mr. Siro stated the contractor was supposed to put their property back the way 
it was before the work.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Borough was satisfied that the contractor had done that 
until PennDOT came in and resurfaced the street.  C/P Anderson asked if PennDOT made the road 
higher.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that the Borough’s contractor repaved the shoulder and left a small curb.  
PennDOT came in and resurfaced and in some cases the curb was totally covered by the one inch 
overlay and in other cases the roller got over to the side and rolled down pieces of the curb, allowing the 
water to go outside the curb and into the private property, causing erosion.  C/P Mengel asked why 
another curb could not be constructed like the one that was there.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that he thinks 
PennDOT’s proposal is the only way they can justify spending money to fix this problem.  They have to 
make a betterment which in this case is a widening of the roadway.  Mr. Siro asked if PennDOT is 
widening the street on both sides and Mgr. Bickhart replied that the proposal is only for the one side.  
Mr. Siro stated this will affect the center line and C/P Hetherington stated the center line will probably stay 
the same because the new work will be considered a berm and not a traveling lane.  Mr. Siro stated the 
berm will be plowed in the winter, creating another hazard.  C/P Hetherington asked if John Coukart could 
attend the next Council meeting to explain this better.  Mr. Siro suggested getting his neighbors involved 
also.  He stated there are mailboxes and utility poles along there.  Mrs. Siro stated her property is in 
Selinsgrove but they have no sidewalk.  She asked if someone will require them to put in a sidewalk.  She 
said when they moved in four years ago no one had mentioned this.  Pres. Handlan stated it is her 
understanding that sidewalks will not be installed if there is no curbing.  Mrs. Siro again asked why no one 
mentioned that this road work might happen so that they would not have put so much money into their 
island.  C/P Hetherington stated Council was not aware of this either.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Borough’s 
project was done the way they wanted to do it and the engineer was satisfied with that project.  The 
PennDOT issue came after the fact.  There was no way to anticipate it and there is really no way to 
disagree with the plan.  If PennDOT wants to widen PennDOT’s road, then PennDOT can widen 
PennDOT’s road.  It is their road and their right-of-way.  C/P Herb stated he agrees with the suggestion to 
have the engineer attend the next Council meeting to address this issue.  Mgr. Bickhart agreed, stating he 
has seen no plan and only some hand sketched details about what was proposed with the curbing.  
C/P Herb stated there seem to be two separate but equally important issues.  One issue is that Council is 
not sure what the Borough’s responsibility ought to be toward making the necessary corrections.  The 
other issue is the impact that the changes being proposed will have upon the adjacent property owners.  
Pres. Handlan asked who brought the issue to PennDOT’s attention and who determined there was a 
problem.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Vascellaros had complained about the stormwater eroding part of their 
property.  The engineer was sent back to take a look at what was causing that and what could be done to 
fix it.  This proposal resulted from that. 
 
June Meeting – Pres. Handlan noted that C/Ps Anderson and Inch will not be at the June meeting.  It is 
important that everyone else be present, or the meeting could be changed.  C/P Hetherington stated he 
plans to attend but has no problem if the meeting were to be changed.  It was decided to let the meeting 
date remain the same. 
 
Additional Street and Alley Work – Sheri stated that there is about $60,000 that was programmed but 
not spent for the street and alley program.  This could be spent on more alleys and patching throughout 
the Borough.  Elderberry Alley can be added to the existing 2007 Street and Alley Program, but this is all 
that can be added because it can only go 10% over the original estimate.  Council could ask for bid 
proposals for Liberty Alley between Spruce and Mill and Elderberry Alley between Sherman and Vine.  
Those were two that John Coukart felt needed to be done, along with some patching and inlets.  The 
patching would be done according to how much money was available when the bids came in.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated he has no problem with adding Elderberry Alley to the existing program.  He stated 
he is not so sure about the cost effectiveness of going out to bid on the other items.  He stated he did not 
think the inlets would have to be bid.  To go back to the engineer to put bids out and to spend the money 
this year rather than put it in the 2008 Street and Alley Program does not seem the best way to go.  He 
stated it is unusual that the 2007 program was overestimated by that much, but it is not a situation where 
the money has to be spent or it will be lost.  By the time the bids go out, come back and are accepted it 
will be an end of season thing, and these have been nothing but problems in the past.  The work does not 
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get done before the asphalt plants close or before PennDOT’s end date.  These projects are next in order 
to be done where utility work does not need to be done.  Mgr. Bickhart recommended that the section of 
Elderberry Alley that can be added to the existing contract be done.  He would like the rest to wait until 
next year with the exception of some inlets that are in bad condition and need to be rebuilt. 
 
Motion by C/P Herb to add Elderberry Alley to the existing contract.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mgr. Bickhart stated the five inlets can be done under the budget the way street and alley work is done 
when it does not rise to the point where it has to be bid. 
 
BOROUGH TREASURER:  Sharon Badman 
 
Review Treasurer’s Report for April 2007 -   Pres. Handlan asked if there were any questions on the 
Treasurer’s report.  Hearing none, she stated that it is on file for audit. 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER / SECRETARY / ZONING OFFICER:  Mgr. Bickhart 
 
Update of PROPERTY TRANSFERS and BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, Janet Powers, Deputy 
Zoning and Permit Officer – Information only 
 
Award CDBG Curb and Sidewalk Construction Contract to Shiltz Concrete – Mgr. Bickhart reported 
that there was only one bidder, Shiltz Concrete. 
 
Motion by C/P Mengel to award the CDBG Curb and Sidewalk contract to Shiltz Concrete.  Seconded by 
C/P Herb. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Report on 2007 Spring Cleanup – Mgr. Bickhart reported that tonnage and prices were down for the 
2007 spring cleanup so the Borough only spent $8,736.  Based on last year’s tonnages and this year’s 
prices the estimate was as much as $9,342 and $15,000 was budgeted. 
 
Report on opening of LifeTrail – Mgr. Bickhart reported that the Borough office has enrollment forms 
and pamphlets for the LifeTrail.  Pres. Handlan stated it was a very good ribbon-cutting ceremony.  
C/P Anderson reported over 60 people signed up.  C/P Inch stated he has used the LifeTrail.   
 
Update on DCED Grant Application – Mgr. Bickhart reported that DCED has asked Council to not make 
public mention of the fact that the Borough actually has the grant in hand for the Main Street Manager 
program.  Having done the hearing tonight and providing DCED with that information, the first $5,000 of 
grant money will be forthcoming.  Officially the Borough is in the Main Street Program.  SPI is aware of 
this.  DCED wishes to make public notice sometime in the next four weeks.  If they do not say anything by 
the next Council meeting Mgr. Bickhart may go ahead and make the announcement.  C/P Inch stated that 
Senator Gordner thought the person who makes the announcement was sick or away. 
 
Reminder – PSAB 2007 Conference and Exhibition, June 24-27, 2007, Valley Forge – Anyone 
interested in attending should let Sheri know. 
 
SELINSGROVE MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY – Donald Bottiger, Chairman – The Municipal Authority is 
requesting that the Finance and Budget Committee meet with them on May 10, 2007 at 7:00 PM in the 
Council Meeting Room. 
 
EASTERN SNYDER COUNTY REGIONAL AUTHORITY – Bob Dagle and George Kinney, Chairmen 
– No Report 
 



Meeting Date:  May 7, 2007  Page 22 of 22 

NORTH-EASTERN SNYDER COUNTY JOINT AUTHORITY – C/P Hetherington and Mgr. Bickhart – 
No Report 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS – Nothing  
 
MAYOR – Mayor Carroll asked how the auction went.  Mgr. Bickhart stated it was very disappointing.  
There was no interest in the streetlights so they went for a song. 
 
OTHERS – Mgr. Bickhart stated that Janet gave him a memo requesting to spend some more money 
from the recycling grant to do some additional paving around the recycling center.  Based upon her 
opening of the bids, Council is asked to approve the contract to Dave Gutelius Inc. in the amount of 
$6,875 to perform another 275 square yards of paving. 
 
Motion by C/P Hetherington to approve this request.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Pres. Handlan reported that Susquehanna University made their freshman class plus two for next year, 
despite the cancer scare. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:34 p.m. following Motion for adjournment by C/P Herb and Second by C/P Inch. 
 
 
Attachments: None 
 


