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SELINSGROVE BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2007 - 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Pres. C. Handlan, V. Pres. W. Reuning, C/P D. Anderson, 
C/P J. Herb, C/P W. Hetherington, C/P M. Inch, and C/P D. Mengel 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Solicitor R. Cravitz; Mgr. J. Bickhart; Mayor P. Carroll; Police Chief T. Garlock; 
Borough Treasurer Sheri Badman; District Attorney Michael Sholley; Recording Secretary Dawne Long; 
DH&L Representative Ken Stettler; Daily Item Reporter Neil Cody; Borough Landlords Brian Betz, John 
Courtney, Brian Farrell; Borough Residents Michael Bolig, Joseph and Margaret Siro, Erik Viker, John 
Walters, Arthur Watt; SARI Representative Brian Burke; SKATERS Representatives Mike Berge, Ron 
Cowan, Tyler Rhoads, Brendon Troutman, Andrew Wilson, John Wilson, Mitchell Wilson and others 
 
OTHERS ABSENT:   None 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
Pres. Handlan called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M.  Mgr. Bickhart called the roll. 
 
REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MINUTES FROM MEETING OF MARCH 5, 2007: 
 
Motion by C/P Anderson to approve the minutes as presented.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 

VISITORS TO BE HEARD: 
 
Borough Police Chief, Thomas Garlock – Presentation of Police Report for February 2007 – Chief 
Garlock reported there were 30 serious crimes in February 2007, bringing the total for the year to 56.  
This is just about equal to last year.  There were 86 Part 2 crimes, bringing the total reported crimes for 
February to 116.  Year to date for 2007 is 185 as compared to 138 in 2006.  There were 301 calls for 
service this February, with 414 in February of 2006.  The report reduction plan is showing a 27% 
decrease in call volume, as expected.  Chief Garlock noted there was a high degree of vandalism, 
assaults and burglaries during February.  He stated the vandalisms are occurring mostly in specific areas. 
 
DH&L Fire Company, Ken Stettler – Ken reported there were 17 incidents in March as follows:  
2 automatic alarms, 1 false alarm, 1 good intent service call, 2 miscellaneous fires, 4 vehicle accidents 
without extrication, 1 rescue call, 3 structure fires, 2 vehicle fires, and 1 water rescue.  The incidents 
occurred as follows:  1 in Middlecreek Township, 2 in Monroe Township, 6 in Penn Township, 6 in 
Selinsgrove, 1 in Union Township, and 1 in Upper Augusta Township.  The loss within the jurisdiction was 
$0.00.  March man hours total 543. 
 
District Attorney Michael Sholley – Consider request concerning partial funding from Borough for 
the acquisition of an “Intoxalizer” for the County’s/Borough’s use for DUI testing – DA Sholley 
stated he has obtained the approval of Chief Garlock and Mayor Carroll for this program.  The county is in 
the process of obtaining a grant for a central booking facility for the local police departments: Selinsgrove, 
Shamokin Dam, Middleburg, and Spring Township.  The central booking facility will have a $100,000 
state-of-the-art inkless fingerprinting system that will go straight into the FBI and state databanks.  The 
DA’s office also wants to acquire several breathalyzers.  Currently drunk driving arrests in Snyder County 
are transported to Evangelical Community Hospital or Lewistown Hospital for blood to be drawn.  The 
blood is then shipped to a lab in New Jersey.  When there is a trial the lab technician is brought in front 
New Jersey at substantial cost to the county.  The proposed savings from the breathalyzers would be 
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$10,000 to $12,000 per year after the first year of operation.  Every police officer in the county will trained 
to use the breathalyzer.  The district attorney’s office has the training set up and the police officers will be 
trained by the vendor at no cost.  The grant requires a match of $26,000.  The district attorney’s office has 
committed $10,000 and is asking each Borough to pitch in $2,500.  Shamokin Dan has committed this 
amount under the condition that the other Boroughs do the same.  The benefits of the breathalyzers 
include the elimination of hospital and lab costs, and time savings for local police who will no longer have 
to transport suspects to the hospital to have blood drawn.  The communications center is the proposed 
location for the central booking facility so the two hours now needed per case will be cut to 45 minutes 
per case.  The officer who makes the arrest will take the suspect to central booking and call in another 
officer to run the breathalyzer.  Through his court costs, the defendant would be taxed $100 to pay the 
officer who gets called out.  This also includes one court appearance.  Also, $100 would go to the 
Borough whose officer is utilized to defer the costs of liability and workers’ compensation.  There will also 
be $25 paid to the county for the maintenance of the machines, the training of the maintenance man, and 
the materials needed to run the machines.  The on-call status will be rotated to the three different police 
departments, and all chiefs are in agreement that their officers would be happy to come out knowing they 
would get $100 to run the breathalyzer and make one court appearance.  Additional court appearances 
would result in additional pay for the officer.  This will not cost the Borough anything because the costs 
are passed on to the defendants.  After 25 arrests the Borough will have its money back and will begin to 
earn a profit.  This program should also help with the drunk driving program in Snyder County and should 
result in more drunk driving arrests and convictions.  There could also be more drunk driving checkpoints 
set up within the county. 
 
Pres. Handlan asked how the state police factor into this plan.  DA Sholley replied that the state police will 
receive the same training and they will be mandated to follow the same procedures as Snyder County.  
The chiefs can make the decision as to whether their own officer or a state trooper will be called out to 
run the breathalyzer.  If the state trooper runs it there will be no court cost.  If the local police officer runs 
it, both the Borough and the officer receive $100.  Unless there is an accident or someone has a very 
good reason not to take a breath test, there will be no more blood drawn for drunk driving arrests in 
Snyder County.  Pres. Handlan asked how many drunk driving arrests there are in the county in a year’s 
time.  DA Sholley replied that last year it was between 200 and 300.  C/P Inch asked if most of these are 
people pulled over by the state police or local police.  DA Sholley replied that the majority are pulled over 
by state police because they have countywide jurisdiction.  Selinsgrove had the second highest number, 
followed by Shamokin Dam and Middleburg.  Chief Garlock stated he does not have the figures with him 
tonight but Council can find the information in their annual report.  Pres. Handlan asked if there would be 
more liability on the Borough as the test administrator.  DA Sholley replied there would be no more liability 
than the police department has now.  The breathalyzer has no needles and no way of anyone getting hurt 
unless the suspect becomes combative.  The suspect also spends much less time in the patrol car.  Chief 
Garlock stated that calling a second officer out to administer the test is favorable to the Borough’s one-
man operation method.  Having a second officer to help with an intoxicated person increases security so 
the operation will be safer than the present operation.  DA Sholley stated the second officer may be called 
in from a different department.  He also stated that if an emergency were to arise within the Borough 
someone would be available to watch the defendant and administer the breathalyzer test while the 
primary officer responds where needed.  If the central booking facility is at the comm center there will also 
be two dispatchers present.  Pres. Handlan asked what the life expectancy of the breathalyzer machines 
is and DA Sholley replied that there is one that has currently been in operation for five years, so he 
anticipates it will be much longer than that.  C/P Anderson asked if this would bring up any contract 
issues with the police.  Chief Garlock stated this would be a private contract issue, with all costs paid by 
the county through the court so it would not alter the Borough’s contract with the department.  The officers 
would be covered through the department’s insurance.  C/P Anderson asked if the requirement to call the 
senior officer for overtime work would apply and Chief Garlock replied that this would not apply.  He 
stated there is precedent on this with the Law Enforcement Partnership grant money, where officers were 
in the schools.  The officers can choose whether or not they wish to participate in the call-out to operate 
the breathalyzer.  C/P Reuning asked if breathalyzer results are challenged in court.  DA Sholley replied 
that blood tests are challenged more often than the breathalyzer because the machine is approved by the 
state.  It is calibrated and certified by a county detective.  A local operator also runs specifications.  With 
the blood test, the blood has to be drawn a certain way, packaged a certain way, and shipped to New 
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Jersey where it has to be unpackaged and tested.  This brings into play the chain of custody issue.  The 
breathalyzer should cut suppression motions in a quarter.  C/P Mengel asked how often the calibrations 
are done and DA Sholley replied there is a monthly test and another test every quarter.  Chief Garlock 
stated it used to be every 60 days.  Six times a year there are tests that must be run on specific parts of 
the breathalyzer.  He stated there is a calibration done each time the machine is run and there is also one 
done monthly.  C/P Inch asked who does the calibrations and DA Sholley replied they will be done by the 
county detective.  C/P Mengel asked if it has been decided that the central booking facility will be at the 
comm center.  DA Sholley replied this has not yet been determined.  The sheriff is lobbying for one place, 
the commissioners and the judge are talking about the prison, and the chiefs and the DA would like the 
comm center.  The central booking facility would require 24-hour staffing, which the sheriff’s office does 
not have.  The prison has 24-hour staffing but the turnover at the prison is high and sometimes people 
fiddle with stuff that they should not be messing with.  The concern with the comm center is whether they 
have the space to accommodate the facility.  There would need to be toilet facilities, a sink facility for 
washing up, and a room big enough for three breathalyzers and a fingerprint machine.  C/P Herb asked if 
the money that is paid to the officer and to the Borough is at the district attorney’s discretion.  DA Sholley 
replied that if that is the agreement that is reached, the court cost has already received the blessing from 
Judge Woelfel because it is a lot less than the lab fees.  C/P Herb stated he is trying to establish whether 
an election could change the arrangements in any significant way.  DA Sholley stated this whole program 
could blow up depending on certain elections.  Pres. Handlan asked what the timeframe is on this and 
DA Sholley replied that the central booking facility has to be operational by May 31.  The breathalyzers 
are being handled through his office because he is the one who wants them.  C/P Inch asked Chief 
Garlock how he feels about this issue and Chief Garlock responded that it increases the safety of the 
officers for DUI processing and fingerprinting of all criminal suspects.  He stated it is the best use of 
manpower.  To cut down handling time on DUI arrests from two hours to less than one hour puts the 
officer back on the street in the Borough and is worthwhile in itself, not to mention the increased safety 
factors involved.  He stated that he feels he can speak for the other chiefs and state that they are highly in 
favor of this.  C/P Mengel stated the time savings to the officers would not be as great if the central 
booking facility were located in Middleburg.  Chief Garlock agreed but stated it would still be a time 
savings over a trip to Lewisburg and the wait for blood to be drawn.  He stated Middleburg contracts for 
Kreamer and Freeburg so this end of the county is more centrally located for the police departments and 
the state police.  Only Spring Township is a distance away.  C/P Hetherington asked Chief Garlock if 
enough people are available for someone to be called out to administer the test.  DA Sholley stated this 
was discussed with the chiefs and the locations of the officers’ homes were considered.  There is a two-
hour window from arrest, and with the radios and paging services there should be no problem finding 
someone to administer the test within that two-hour window.  It would actually take less time than driving 
to Lewisburg, getting the suspect out of the car and into the hospital for the blood test, and finding a lab 
technician to take the blood.  Pres. Handlan asked if DA Sholley has seen the other municipalities yet.  
DA Sholley stated he met with Shamokin Dam last week.  They committed $2,500 to the project under the 
condition that Middleburg and Selinsgrove do the same.  Selinsgrove is being asked to make a similar 
commitment of $2,500 provided Shamokin Dam and Middleburg do the same.  It is a package deal that 
benefits everyone and not one municipality should be footing the bill.  Pres. Handlan stated she sees the 
value in this, not only in cost savings but all around.  She stated it is a win-win for everyone. 
 
Motion by C/P Inch to commit $2,500 to the program with the condition that Shamokin Dam and 
Middleburg do the same.  Seconded by C/P Herb. 
 

C/P Hetherington asked if the Borough has the $2,500 to commit.  Pres. Handlan stated that the finance 
chair and the Borough Treasurer both indicate that the money is available.  She then called for a vote on 
the motion. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
DA Sholley stated that since C/P Herb opened the door, he would speak to the election issue.  He stated 
there is a difference between the platforms and the planned programs for the county.  He stated he has 
worked hard to make the county better and that is why he is running again.  He stated the rhetoric from 
the other side does not include any actual programs. 
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Brian Burke, Selinsgrove Area Recreation, Inc. – Consider the adoption of the “Resolution” 
pertaining to the submission of a Grant Application for the Selinsgrove Community Swimming 
Pool Rehabilitation Project – Mr. Burke wanted to note that the SKATERS organization members 
present tonight were very respectful during the Pledge of Allegiance, removing their hats and facing the 
flag.  He then went on to state that the grant application for the pool project is due April 15.  This 
application will be finalized tomorrow.  Council is being asked to adopt a resolution to commit to one half 
of the $1.4 million grant.  It is unknown what amount the state will approve.  There has been some initial 
dialogue with SPI, specifically Judy Spiegel and Mike Coyne, regarding fundraising.  SARI has committed 
its cooperation to a larger fundraising initiative.  Many local projects will be cooperating in fundraising and 
the pool will not go out on its own to ask for donations for the pool only.  Rather, SPI will coordinate a 
cooperative fundraising effort for all upcoming projects.  The fundraising does not include grant 
applications, but the group as an entity would certainly appeal to the Degenstein Foundation.  Brian 
reported that SARI signed a management contract on March 31 with the YMCA to take over the individual 
operations of the pool for the year 2007.  It is a one-year contract, to be renewed in 2008.  There was an 
initial meeting with the YMCA pool manager and the State Department of Health sanitarian this 
Wednesday to discuss the points on the state’s list and to clearly outline the work that is planned to do 
this Thursday and Friday.  People will see what the work is and inspections will be done after the work is 
completed.  This will avoid miscommunications and misunderstandings so that the pool can open in 
compliance with all issues from the state.  There will be volunteer work parties in April and May to do 
painting and to get things operational.  The tentative opening date for the pool is Memorial Day weekend, 
with the season running through Labor Day.  Brian stated that the YMCA will take care of the daily 
operations of the pool.  All employees will go through the YMCA’s certifications and screenings.  
Everyone who was previously employed by SARI was sent a detailed letter explaining this transition, and 
they were invited to put in an application with the YMCA.  These were the first individuals contacted so 
there would be no miscommunication.  The YMCA has already received 15 applications to screen and 
they hope to have the hiring done by May 1.  The YMCA will also administer the community swim lessons 
and anything related to the daily operation of the pool.  One representative on the SARI Board will 
communicate with the YMCA manager and assistant manager.  C/P Inch asked if the pool has enough 
money to operate over the summer and Brian replied that they do.  C/P Reuning stated that if the 
fundraising does not raise enough money then the Borough can still back out of their commitment 
regarding the grant.  C/P Anderson agreed, stating that Council’s approval tonight would allow SARI to go 
forward with the grant application.  Regarding a timeline, Brian stated that the grant application will be in 
by April 15.  A reply should be received from the state sometime this year with the final amount that is 
approved.  By that time the fundraising will be underway.  Contracts will go to bid the latter part of this 
year with groundbreaking not being until September 2008.  It will be the middle of next year before the 
fundraising totals need to be considered, and at that point the project could be reduced depending on the 
amount raised.  Pres. Handlan asked if SARI has outlined phases for the project.  Brian stated this 
process has begun under the leadership of Mgr. Bickhart and with his experience as an engineer.  By the 
end of this season the phases should be determined and the fundraising potential should be clearer.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated the grant application applies for Option No. 4, which was arrived at after a lengthy 
feasibility study involving an architect.  The architect generated three options but none were exactly 
correct, so SARI asked for a fourth option that better reflected their ideas about the pool.  It is a full 
renovation project with some fudge factors built in, one of which is to ask an engineer to tweak back on 
some of the elements, making them not as expensive as the architect may have proposed.  A number of 
these have been identified and discussed with SARI.  Option No. 4 includes a number of improvements 
such as a water feature and a slide that would only be done if the pool board could raise all the money 
needed to include these items.  There are about $300,000 worth of these types of things in this proposal.  
Bill Seigel from SEDA-COG suggested leaving the more expensive treatments and the alternate items in 
the estimate in order to not shoot too low.  The pool board understands that when they engage an 
engineer they will have to direct him in what to do, what is a priority and what is not, what works well, and 
what can be done separately.  The proposed resolution for adoption tonight is not a commitment, but 
rather an acknowledgement that if everything works out exactly as it should the Borough will be the 
grantee of the project and will be looking to SARI to actually come up with the local matching funds.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated that there are a number of projects, such as the Multi-Municipal Recreation planning 
process, the library and the YMCA, that want to raise funds in the next few years.  The people who would 



Meeting Date:  April 9, 2007  5 of 21 

typically be called upon for fundraising help got together and agreed to allow SPI to be the entity that will 
host the meetings to get all the plans, fundraising goals and timeframes out on the table to try to configure 
a coordinated effort to raise local money and to go to local foundations for their support on a more well-
programmed-out plan.  Advisors think that if the capital fundraising effort for a multitude of projects is 
coordinated, it will be a much better approach to the local foundations.  This is something that SPI has 
talked about doing for over a year.  They became concerned after hearing about all the upcoming projects 
that need to raise money, including Penn Township, Monroe Township, the library, the YMCA, SPI itself, 
and others.  Pres. Handlan asked Brian to pass along her appreciation to SARI that they are willing to 
work cooperatively with the fundraising efforts.  C/P Anderson asked if there was any more news on the 
tax issues with the pool.  Brian asked to defer that one more month, as he has asked for an update from 
the accountant and he expects to hear back from him after tax season.  He stated the unofficial word is 
that the board actually overpaid in a given year and they should be getting nearly $4,000 back; however, 
this is all hearsay until the money is actually in his hands.  He will give another report on this next month. 
 
Motion by C/P Anderson to adopt a resolution so SARI can move ahead with the grant.  Seconded by 
C/P Reuning. 
 
C/P Inch asked what amounts need to be in the resolution.  Solicitor Cravitz stated the resolution states 
that Council is committing the Borough to $702,500 in the form of a cash match.  He reminded Council 
that if they do get the grant they do not have to accept it.  Pres. Handlan called for a vote on the motion. 
 

AYES:  FIVE (5) NAYS:  TWO (2) – C/Ps Hetherington and Inch 
 

MOTION CARRIED 
  
Brian Farrell – Request for Borough to Vacate the Borough’s interest in an unopened section of 
Arrow Avenue and an unopened section of River Alley on the Isle of Que – Brian asked if Council 
would consider vacating the Borough’s interests in these roadways.  Mgr. Bickhart stated Council has 
various maps to look at regarding this issue.  C/P Mengel asked if the Municipal Authority is aware of this 
request and if so, how they feel about it.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that they have secured the easement that 
they need for their water main from the adjacent property owners, so their interests are secure and this 
would not change their interests.  C/P Anderson asked if there was any disadvantage to the Borough in 
this.  Solicitor Cravitz stated the Borough has never maintained these areas in the past 21 years so this 
may be a moot point as far as the Borough’s control.  After 21 years of non-use and non-improvement, 
the land reverts back to a private right-of-way and the Borough has no interest in it.  The Borough would 
have to remove any possible cloud on the title that they might have since these areas are on the 
Borough’s maps.  However, if the Borough did not plow it, maintain it or do any improvements on it, it is 
not their street and they have no interest in it.  Pres. Handlan asked where this is in relation to the boat 
launch.  Brian Farrell replied that it is a couple properties up from the boat launch.  Jim Charles’ house is 
shown on one of the maps.  C/P Herb stated the only use Arrow Avenue receives is by the Heimbachs as 
an access to the field behind.  He asked how this would change that access.  Brian replied he has no 
intention of blocking the right-of-way, and he may even be required to leave it open.  What it will do for 
him by having the Borough vacate the property is that he will have more coverage on his lot and can build 
closer to the current property line.  He stated he is considered a corner lot and his setbacks would not be 
as restrictive if he had access to the alley areas.  C/P Mengel questioned whether this would indeed 
affect Brian’s setbacks and Mgr. Bickhart stated that it would.  The Borough would require that Brian do 
what Harold Knouse did with the alleys and the street at Bridge Street.  Mr. Knouse wanted to build 
across them, so the Borough went through the process of vacating them and Mr. Knouse went to court to 
acquire quiet title to those pieces of property so he could add it to his property and use it as if the roads 
disappeared.  In Brian’s case, he could follow the same procedure and acquire quiet title.  It would be 
added to his lot, which would move the point where setbacks are measured from.  However, nothing can 
be built in a right-of-way so he cannot build into the alley, but because it does change where his setbacks 
are measured from it gives him a bit more property.  He stated that Brian’s property is not now, nor would 
it be after this process, viewed as a corner lot.  Brian stated he would not build over his current property 
line but he will be able to build closer to it.  He stated he would pay taxes on the property, which is not 
currently taxable.  C/P Herb stated flood restrictions regarding building in the flood plain would still be in 
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effect.  He stated as he understood it Brian would not restrict access to people who would use the 
alleyway as access to the fields.  Brian agreed, stating he would not block the right-of-way and he would 
not build on it.  C/P Inch asked how this would affect the resale of Brian’s property as he does not actually 
own the alley.  Solicitor Cravitz stated Brian would own to the center line of the alley subject to the right-
of-way.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that technically the property is not currently owned by anyone.  It came 
about through subdivision planning 100 years ago, created as part of the plan for the Isle of Que, the 
Susquehanna Shore Development Plan, which created a boulevard and cul de sacs and a circular area.  
These plans were never carried out but some were recorded in the courthouse, thus giving the Borough 
an interest in them.  The ones that are on the official Borough map have been recorded and this gives the 
Borough a right to them.  It is a difficult right to use because it has been so long.  The Borough has 
always maintained that the adjoining property owners have effective ownership to the center of these 
areas.  The Borough has required the property owners to put in curbing and pay for sidewalks based 
upon Solicitor Cravitz’s advice that they have effective ownership.  The Borough’s action to vacate would 
give Brian actual ownership but still be subject to all the other rights that go over top of that piece of 
property.  Brian would then have a deed stating that he owns that piece of property.  When he owns it, the 
Borough can add it to his lot, showing that he has two parcels hooked together.  That is used to 
determine the setbacks, and it will provide Brian the benefit of having a little bit more space to build on his 
property.  C/P Reuning asked if in the future someone could block Heimbach’s access to the field.  
Solicitor Cravitz stated if someone were to try it, then Heimbach could bring an action to open the alley 
because he would have the right-of-way.  Pres. Handlan asked if Council has an obligation to let the other 
property owners in the area know about this.  Solicitor Cravitz stated there would have to be an ordinance 
to vacate and as part of that process the property owners would be notified and they also have a right to 
address Council regarding this issue.  Mgr. Bickhart stated any action tonight would be to authorize the 
preparation and advertising of an ordinance.  C/P Inch asked if any legal fees associated with this would 
be Brian’s responsibility.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that that has been Council’s precedent at least once in the 
past, with the Harold Knouse property.  Brian stated he would have no problem with this. 
 
Motion by C/P Hetherington to authorize Solicitor Cravitz to prepare an ordinance vacating Arrow Avenue 
and River Alley.  Seconded by C/P Herb. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Mgr. Bickhart reported that Mahanoy Avenue is a similar alley that Council may want to also consider 
vacating.  It will not affect the boat launch project.  It would be used as an access but vacating it would 
not change that at all.  Including this in the vacation would allow the adjoining property owners to avail 
themselves of the benefits.  They have not asked for it at this point.  C/P Herb suggested waiting on this 
until there is an actual need.  Since the property owner bears the cost of the ordinance it will not impact 
the Borough.  Mgr. Bickhart stated there are actually others like this also, such as Park and Center 
Avenues, which are between Arrow and Bough Street.  There is also a piece of Sassafras Street on the 
map that was never taken care of. 
 
John Walters – Request consideration of renaming Strawberry Alley in memory of “Pete” Sears 
and his bicycle repair shop in his garage located along the alley – Pres. Handlan stated she has 
been approached on this issue by several citizens, some of whom could not be here tonight.  She stated 
she did not know Pete Sears personally, but her husband has told her about him.  She stated it is a nice 
gesture to recognize individuals who serve the community.  John Walters stated that he knew Pete Sears 
for 45 years.  He was always very selfless in giving to kids and helping them keep their bikes on the road.  
He was a very kind man whose shop was in Strawberry Alley.  Mr. Walters stated the last time he went to 
Mr. Sears, he replaced the stem on his bicycle inner tube and only asked for 29 cents and 2 cents tax.  
He stated renaming the alley would be a nice way to honor Mr. Sears in appreciation for all he did.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated he has compiled a list of the addressables on Strawberry Alley which were changed 
with the new county addressing system.  These four properties were probably Water Street addresses 
before.  Two units are occupied and two are unoccupied.  C/P Anderson suggested asking these people if 
they would object to having their addresses changed again.  Pres. Handlan stated when the streets and 
alleyways were renamed people were notified and there was only one objection.  She stated there are a 
number of individuals in town who have contributed greatly to the community and it is nice to recognize 
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them.  C/P Hetherington stated that he agrees with everything that Mr. Walters said but he does not think 
it is fair to make people change their addresses again.  He also stated there are so many people in the 
community that have done so much for the community, some of whom have done more than Pete Sears 
has done, and Council could probably rename every street in the Borough after deserving people.  He 
stated everyone who ever served on Borough Council should probably have a street named for them.  He 
stated Council would be opening up a can of worms by approving this.  He stated he knew Pete Sears 
personally and he liked him.  His own family always took their bikes to him.  However, he does not feel it 
would not be fair to other people in the community to rename an alley or street in honor of someone.  
Pres. Handlan stated when Mr. Walters brought this up he was not aware that there were addresses in 
the alley.  C/P Anderson stated she would like to find some way to recognize Pete.  Perhaps it could be in 
a park or something else.  She stated in her undergraduate years Pete kept all the bikes going for the 
college students.  Mr. Walters said that Chief Garlock told him that Pete went over the bicycles that the 
police found.  Pres. Handlan noted that none of the alleys have street signs at present.  C/P Herb 
suggested considering this for the future, especially since there are two people who would be put to 
considerable inconvenience by having to change their addresses again.  He stated Pete Sears cared 
about the kids of the community, was very unselfish and gave immense amounts of time to the 
community.  Mr. Walters’ suggestion to rename the alley where Pete’s bicycle shop was located is 
symbolically appropriate.  Everyone knew where that shop was and Pete always had time to help people 
out.  He suggested getting in touch with the residents and property owners on the alley.  Michael Bolig 
stated that one of the young men who lives on Strawberry Alley came in to pay his taxes and he was 
upset to find that his address had changed from Water Street to Strawberry Alley, as he had never heard 
of that before.  Pres. Handlan directed everyone on Council to give this some serious thought for the next 
meeting.  The issue will be referred to the Community Activities and Public Affairs Committee.  She 
thanked Mr. Walters for bringing this suggestion to Council’s attention. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
 
Consider Ordinance # 752 – Devices Propelled by Human Power and/or Gravity (as recommended 
by the Safety Committee and reviewed by the Solicitor) – Ron Cowan and Brendon Troutman are 
co-chairs of the SKATERS organization.  Brendon thanked Chief Garlock, the mayor and the safety 
committee members for moving quickly on a new skateboard ordinance.  Brendon introduced the 
executive committee members:  Mike Berge; Tyler Rhoads; John Wilson, Treasurer; Andrew Wilson, 
Secretary; Mitchell Wilson, President.  Eric Shirk, the Vice President, could not attend tonight’s meeting.  
Mitchell Wilson, SKATERS President, thanked Council for moving forward as quickly as they have.  He 
expressed how much skateboarding means to the youth of the community and stated that everyone 
appreciates the new ordinance that is being proposed and the fact that Council is acknowledging 
skateboarding as a sport.  Pres. Handlan asked how large the group is, how often they meet and where 
they meet.  Mitchell replied that there are usually 20 to 30 people at the meetings.  They meet at different 
places, including the Kind Café and the Middle School.  They have been meeting once a week lately.  
C/P Herb asked why the group gets together as an organization and if they have had a chance to review 
and discuss at the new ordinance.  Mitchell replied that they want to be organized as a group to discuss 
skateboarding in Selinsgrove.  He stated they looked at the proposed ordinance at the last meeting and 
the general feeling about it is good, with everyone agreeing with it.  Brendon Troutman stated that 
SKATERS would like to recommend that Council adopt the proposed ordinance as presented tonight.  
Pres. Handlan asked if the group is moving forward to obtain non-profit status.  Brendon replied that this 
will be the next order of business after tonight’s meeting.  Ron Cowan stated the present meaning of the 
acronym SKATERS is “Selinsgrove Kids Acting To End the Restriction of Skateboarding”, referencing the 
1988 ordinance.  After Council approves the new ordinance the meaning will change to “Selinsgrove Kids 
Acting To Erect a Recreational Skatepark”.  C/P Reuning stated he recently saw a skateboarder being 
pulled by a dog in the middle of the street.  He also mentioned the new shoes with roller skates in them, 
asking how this would fit into the ordinance.  Ron Cowan stated that these issues would fit under the 
restrictions area.  He stated this is like any other instance wherein a person goes beyond the limits of 
what is correct.  When this happens they should be punished.  He stated the young people understand 
that if they break the law they should and will be punished.  They have gone over the ordinance with the 
young people to be sure they understand the restrictions.  He agreed that a dog pulling a skateboarder is 
not safe.  C/P Hetherington stated there will always be violators whether it be skateboarders, roller 
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skaters, or cars exceeding the posted 25 mile per hour speed limit on Broad Street.  He stated Council’s 
responsibility is to provide safety in the community.  People who violate the law should be punished 
accordingly.  He stated that Chief Garlock, Mayor Carroll and Mgr. Bickhart did most of the work in a short 
time to come up with the proposed ordinance to help out the kids.  The safety committee went over it and 
liked what they saw.  The ordinance will cover more than just skateboarding.  It will also cover bicycling, 
roller skating and other areas.  He suggested that members of the community can report violations that 
they see.  If there is one area where more violations are occurring, the police department should be made 
aware of it.  C/P Anderson stated one of the advantages of having an organization such as SKATERS is 
that the young people can help to discipline one other in terms of safe use of skateboards, using peer 
pressure in a positive way.  C/P Hetherington stated in the last few weeks he has spotted quite a few 
skateboarders where they should not be until the ordinance officially passes.  He stated one boy was 
carrying his skateboard, but another boy and a girl were riding theirs.  He stated he has also seen many 
people exceeding the speed limit on Broad Street. 
 
Motion by C/P Hetherington that Council authorize the advertising of Ordinance # 752, commonly known 
as the Skateboard Ordinance, as written.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart stated the actual adoption of the ordinance will take place next month after it has been 
properly advertised.  C/P Mengel asked what the ordinance says and what is different than what the 
Borough had before.  C/P Hetherington stated the proposed ordinance allows skateboarding in other 
areas of the Borough besides Industrial Park Road.  Rules and regulations are spelled out, restricted 
hours noted, and a four-block area in the downtown identified as an area where they are not allowed to 
ride at all.  C/P Anderson stated there are restrictions regarding damage to property and not obeying 
signs.  C/P Herb stated the proposed ordinance addresses in a reasonable way the concern that people 
have regarding damage to curbs, sidewalks, and other property.  He stated the ordinance clearly spells 
out the ways in which skateboards and other non-motorized vehicles can be operated safety in the 
Borough.  It also distinguishes between vehicles that are governed by the vehicle code and those that are 
not.  Pres. Handlan stated there is another resolution before Council tonight to create a committee to 
evaluate this ordinance.  C/P Herb stated there is a group of people who have started the ball rolling on 
this in a proper and responsible way.  These people are willing to continue the responsibility beyond the 
passage of the ordinance for the good of the community.  C/P Inch stated he is pleased with the way this 
has gone and the way the skateboarders have come to Council and worked with the Borough on this.  He 
stated there will be some who disobey the rules, but hopefully the majority who do obey the rules will see 
this and talk to them about it.  Pres. Handlan called for a vote on the motion. 
 

AYES:  SIX (6)  NAYS:  ONE (1) – C/P Reuning  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Brendon Troutman asked if Council would direct the police department to follow the spirit of the new law 
for the time between tonight and the final adoption of the ordinance at the May Council meeting.  He 
stated several members of the Safety Committee seemed to be in favor of this.  Pres. Handlan stated this 
is not something that Council would do.  C/P Inch stated he did not remember this being agreed on at the 
Safety Committee meeting.  Brendon stated that Chief Garlock seemed to be in favor of this and he would 
be the one enforcing it.  Mayor Carroll stated Brendon is asking for a moratorium so that the officers 
would not cite the skateboarders for disobeying the old ordinance.  Erik Viker, a Libertarian party 
candidate for Borough Council in November, stated that the SKATERS organization has already had a 
significant amount of good fortune in getting Council to move forward so quickly on the proposed 
ordinance.  He in effect told them not to push their luck, as it will not be much longer until the change is 
officially in effect.  He commended everyone, including Council and the Safety Committee, for the work 
that was done on balancing personal liberties and responsibilities for safe behavior from one citizen to 
another.  Speaking as a Borough citizen, he stated that he supports the ordinance.  Brendon stated that 
after the Safety Committee meeting he was under the impression that the skateboarders would not be 
getting $71 fines during the 30-day period before the ordinance is officially adopted.  Pres. Handlan 
stated that Chief Garlock has always been very reasonable in how he approaches the youth in the 
community.  She stated if someone is not a repeat offender, warnings will most likely be given.  However, 
she stated she did not wish to speak for Chief Garlock as he had already left the meeting at this time.  
Brendon stated that Chief Garlock has been a big advocate for the SKATERS organization.  However, he 
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stated that some skateboarders have received large fines for riding their skateboards down the street.  
Mayor Carroll suggested that SKATERS ask Chief Garlock to attend their next meeting to address these 
questions.  Brendon asked if Chief Garlock could request Council to declare a moratorium.  C/P Anderson 
stated that Council cannot declare a moratorium on a law because Council needs to follow the process 
that they have, which includes advertising the new ordinance.  However, Chief Garlock has great latitude 
and discretion in terms of how he is going to instruct his officers.  She stated SKATERS do not want to 
ask Borough Council to do any more than they have done tonight.  C/P Herb stated that Brendon is 
correct that this was discussed at the Safety Committee meeting.  He apologized for not having a more 
clear recollection of how the conversation went regarding the time between now and the adoption of the 
ordinance.  His recollection was that Chief Garlock was looking for some direction from Council as to 
whether or not the ordinance as it exists right now would continue to be strictly enforced.  The police force 
would take its lead from Council.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he also remembered the discussion.  Solicitor 
Cravitz offered the following solution:  There is a law on the books that is meant to protect public safety.  
If Council directs the police officers to disregard that law and someone gets hurt, then Council is 
responsible because they directed the police not to enforce the law to protect the public.  He suggested 
waiting until the new ordinance is passed and the old law is repealed.  C/P Hetherington advised Council 
to follow Solicitor Cravitz’s advice and Council agreed to do so.  C/P Reuning stated in the ten years he 
has been on Council, they have never set aside or declared a moratorium on any ordinance and it should 
not be started now. 
 
Consider Resolution creating a permanent “Ordinance #752 Advisory Committee” – Pres. Handlan 
referred to the last page of the ordinance, a single sheet, to set up an advisory committee on the 
ordinance.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that he had proposed to use the Borough’s Planning Commission as the 
entity that would host the advisory committee.  He had used the same language that was used when 
setting up the Planning Commission to be the flood hazard mitigation review committee, rearranging the 
wording to apply to this case.  Solicitor Cravitz removed that wording because the Planning Commission 
does not have the authority to do that.  C/P Anderson suggesting that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission replace the Planning Commission in the document.  Mgr. Bickhart agreed that this was a 
good suggestion.  This does not have to be acted upon until the ordinance is actually passed.  Council 
agreed with this change and the discussion was tabled to next month.  Ron Cowan asked if the Parks and 
Recreation Commission would actually be the advisory committee, and Mgr. Bickhart replied that they 
would host the advisory committee, but the committee would still have the same list of others involved. 
 
Pres. Handlan thanked the skateboarders for coming to the meeting, expressed her admiration for them 
and asked that they work to be sure their membership is aware of the new laws.  Brendon Troutman 
thanked Council for their help and cooperation. 
 
Reconsider Ordinance #731 – Rental Unit Occupancy Regulations (Landlord’s Licensing 
Ordinance) – Brian Betz, the head of the landlords group in the Borough, expressed some concerns 
regarding the proposed ordinance.  He stated the landlords will have a meeting within the next two weeks 
and would like Council to hold off on taking any action until after that meeting.  He stated he understands 
the reasons behind the ordinance but he would like to have a chance to have his concerns addressed.  
Pres. Handlan stated that while Council wants to move forward to get the ordinance in place, they also 
realize it is critical to have the input of the landlords group.  She stated she has no problem with 
postponing action on this until after the landlords’ meeting.  This was the consensus of Council also.  
C/P Anderson asked if Mr. Betz could give an example of some of his concerns.  Mr. Betz stated there is 
no identification regarding who will implement the inspections as far as the maintenance codes are 
concerned other than CK-COG or someone in the code office.  He stated there is no indication as to how 
much this will cost or what happens in the event someone receives two violation citations.  He stated the 
process of eviction as a landlord is very difficult and the landlord usually loses a lot in the end.  He stated 
anyone who is not a landlord would likely not understand these issues.  If the police are called to an 
incident twice an eviction proceeding may be required, but it may be through no fault of the landlord or 
tenant.  The situations could have been caused by a neighbor and the landlord may be handling it in his 
own way.  Mr. Betz stated there are also some privacy issues.  He stated if the ordinance were adopted 
tonight he would give up being a landlord in the Borough.  He does not know how this ordinance would be 
interpreted.  He has properties in Sunbury and he works with the code officer there and understands how 
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things work there.  He also expressed concern with bringing in a third party.  Pres. Handlan stated 
inspections can be done by CK-COG, or the landlord can hire his own inspector.  She stated Council’s 
intent is not to handcuff the landlords.  Mr. Betz stated the ordinance states that it will be his responsibility 
to make sure that the tenant fully understands everything in the property maintenance code.  He 
questioned why the tenant needs to understand such things as the electrical equipment.  They only need 
to know that the property was certified and code approved to meet the specifications of the property 
maintenance code.  He stated he feels singled out in that if he owns half a double that is a rental and the 
other half is owner occupied, the owner next door does not have to follow the same rules that he does as 
a landlord.  Pres. Handlan stated that code enforcement is not the Borough’s strong suit to which Mr. Betz 
replied that it needs to be.  It needs to be policed and managed so that it is fair to every resident of the 
Borough, tenants and owners alike.  He stated with 900 rental units in the Borough it becomes a money 
machine to charge $100 per unit per year.  He stated he was not clear on the amount of time required to 
implement some of these things.  Some of the smaller landlords will probably get out of the business.  
People like him, with many rental units, will have to find a way to pass these fees on to their tenants.  
Pres. Handlan asked Mr. Betz to have his meeting with the landlords, go over the proposed ordinance 
and highlight the areas that are problematic so that they can be reviewed.  She stated this whole issue of 
landlord ordinance is a hot topic in Pennsylvania.  Borough Council is willing to work with the landlords 
but they also want to be sure the citizens are protected, especially the students.  Mr. Betz stated he has 
tried to get in contact with other landlords but some have moved, some have new email addresses, and 
some he just cannot get hold of.  He asked if there is a way that Council can notify all landlords of what is 
going to happen.  He stated some people may have inherited a property and may not be aware of all that 
goes along with being a landlord.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that a landlord meeting has been scheduled for 
May 3.  Every owner of a rental property will be notified of this meeting with the April 20 mailing of the 
water and sewer bills.  Mr. Betz asked if he could write a letter to include with this mailing and 
Mgr. Bickhart stated that if Mr. Betz would get a letter to him he will include it with his own.  John 
Courtney from State Line, PA owns half a double at 312 West Spruce Street that he rents out.  He stated 
he came to the meeting tonight to voice his opposition to the ordinance as it is currently written.  He 
stated the landlords will pass the costs on to the tenants, who may not be able to afford them.  He stated 
most people who are tenants are those with young families where both parents have to work to make 
ends meet and cannot afford to buy a house, or older people who also cannot afford to own a home and 
have to make the decision as to whether to give up their heat, their food or their medicine for the month 
just to make ends meet.  Mr. Courtney stated that there is a section in the ordinance that addresses 
requiring a landlord to hire a manager if the landlord lives more than 20 miles from Selinsgrove.  He 
stated he lives 16 miles south of Chambersburg on the Pennsylvania/Maryland line so this would apply to 
him.  He stated someone who lived in McClure or Beaver Springs would also have to hire a manager 
because they are more than 20 miles away.  He stated if a landlord does not have a friend who would do 
this for them it could get expensive.  He spoke with Karen Bowen today, who stated that her agency 
usually charges 10% a month.  He also spoke with Coldwell Banker and Valley somebody, who also 
quoted 10%.  With Karen Bowen, there could be a reduction depending on how much management was 
needed, so it could go as low as 8%.  He stated these percentages are based on the monthly rental 
income.  For a $500 rental charge, $50 would go to the managing agency.  He stated this makes it 
difficult for landlords who live outside the 20-mile area to compete with those who live within that area.  
Pres. Handlan thanked Mr. Courtney for making the trip tonight and asked Brian Betz to make sure that 
this is part of the list of issues he will be submitting to Council.  C/P Anderson asked the landlords to help 
Council address the issue of absentee landlords who do not maintain their property.  Mr. Betz stated he 
has made some notes on this and he would like to find out how many landlords are outside the 20-mile 
range.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he has a list by Zip Code, which he updates every year.  He stated it is 
around 50% absentee landlords.  Mr. Betz stated there are two types of percentages.  One is the 
percentage of landlords and the other is the percentage of rental units.  The number of rental units is of 
more concern.  Mr. Courtney has one property but someone 50 miles away with ten properties is a larger 
concern.  Mr. Courtney stated that there is an owner who occupies the other side of his half double who 
does not keep his property as nice as the rental property.  He stated there is nothing to address that 
situation so maybe the ordinance should be for all property owners, whether landlords or occupants.     
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MORE VISITORS TO BE HEARD: 
 
Michael Bolig – Wood Burners – Mr. Bolig stated that his mother lives in the 200 block of North Water 
Street where a neighbor, sometime within the past six months or so, installed a woodburning boiler to 
heat hot water for the house.  This boiler is used all year long, whereas a fireplace is only used on cool 
nights and during the winter when people’s windows are closed.  Mr. Bolig passed out some information 
regarding these boilers, with the recommendation that they be installed 100 feet from the next house, with 
the stack being two feet higher than the highest peak of any adjoining property so the prevailing winds will 
take the smoke away.  Mr. Bolig then passed out pictures showing that his mother’s neighbor has not 
followed these recommendations.  He stated most days it is not noticeable, some days it is slightly 
noticeable and some says it is terrible.  The woodburner heats the hot water and the house.  He stated 
his mother is about 100 feet away and sometimes she cannot even go out in her back yard.  Mr. Bolig is 
requesting that Council look at this situation to possibly exclude any others from being built in the 
Borough.  Mr. Bolig stated when these first came out he actually looked at one.  The man selling them 
told him they were for farms and not for in town.  He stated he has much more information that he printed 
from the Internet, and it all states that these boilers are not made for a tight urban area.  He stated the 
100-foot distance from the smokestack encompasses almost 30 different residences in the area in 
question.  He stated he is not asking Council to require this person to remove his boiler but perhaps they 
could require him to raise his smokestack above his roof level.  The main problem right now is that the 
stack is too low.  He also suggested that future requirements could prohibit these boilers altogether or at 
the very least curtail the dates of usage or allow them as a backup but not as the primary means of 
heating a house.  He stated he is in agreement with not burning foreign oil, but Selinsgrove has natural 
gas which comes right from Pennsylvania.  Mr. Bolig stated he does not want to put this particular person 
on the spot because if there was no ordinance against these boilers then he did not do anything against 
the law.  It was just not a good neighbor policy to install a boiler in such a close neighborhood.  However, 
Mr. Bolig thought that there might be an ordinance stating that the stack for the chimney for a home’s 
heat source cannot be lower than the eaves of the roof.  C/P Inch stated he was in this neighborhood 
twice and it was smoky both times.  He stated the house next door has a bedroom window right next to 
the smokestack and the smoke was entering the bedroom.  He wondered what this would do to the 
property values for the neighbors in that area.  Mr. Bolig stated that because heating oil prices are rising 
there have been ads in local newspapers for these boiler units.  They are advertising free seminars and 
their website says “if you live in the middle of Cleveland you shouldn’t put it in, but if you’re in a rural or 
suburban area most of your neighbors are probably burning wood already so it doesn’t matter”.  Mayor 
Carroll asked if this person had applied for a building permit for the structure that was added to his house.  
He also pointed out that the unit is very close to the alley.  Due to the shortness of the chimney the 
person may be in violation of some ordinance.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that the person appears to be in 
compliance with all ordinances.  He stated he would have had to have a zoning permit to build the 
structure.  Pres. Handlan asked Mgr. Bickhart to research this.  C/P Mengel wondered if it would get hot 
inside the building.  Mr. Bolig stated usually the buildings look like a little shed.  There is one on a farm 
out Route 522 just past Pawling Station that was placed in such a way that the smoke blows right into the 
man’s house.  He stated when it was first installed the stack was about two feet high.  A couple weeks 
later there was a four-foot extension added on, then there was another and another.  The chimney is now 
about 20 feet high.  Some places in Pennsylvania have already zoned these boilers out completely.  
Pres. Handlan stated burning was stopped in the Borough because it is dangerous.  C/P Hetherington 
stated when these are operating there is a lot of smoke.  Even Chimineas can be smelled if the wind is 
blowing in the right direction.  Mr. Bolig stated that the starting cost for these units is $4,000 to $5,000.  
He stated he does not want to hurt someone financially but he would like to make sure that no one else 
installs one in the Borough.  Pres. Handlan thanked Mr. Bolig for bringing this to Council’s attention.  She 
stated that it concerns her that the manufacturers state that they are not for urban areas.  C/P Anderson 
stated that small towns like Selinsgrove are considered rural areas.  C/P Herb stated the main issue is the 
impact that something like this has on the immediate neighborhood.  It is something that is used all year 
round and will have an incredible impact on the quality of life for the neighbors, even assuming that the 
person who is using the boiler is burning seasoned wood.  They could potentially do their recycling 
through the boiler to cut down on their trash.  Mr. Bolig stated particulate matter is an issue of some 
concern.  He stated there is a term called “banking”, where the unit is loaded up with wood until it burns 
hot and then the damper is turned down to low.  It will burn for 20 or 30 hours to keep the water warm.  
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He stated he would like to address a committee regarding this, although he is not allowed to be on the 
committee.  He has a lot of data to pass along regarding this issue.  C/P Inch asked if this structure is a 
room or an add-on structure.  Mr. Bolig replied that it is an add-on but he is not sure when it first 
appeared.  There was a shed built behind the house and then this add-on was built and then shortly after 
that the stack was put on it.  He stated this all took place within the last year or so.  C/P Hetherington 
stated most of these units are free-standing and look like a glorified outhouse.  The pipes run 
underground to the house.  Mr. Bolig stated an ordinance is necessary because brand new homes can be 
built with the boilers right inside the home.  Pres. Handlan referred this issue to the Public Safety 
Committee.  C/P Hetherington stated the current boiler is not in violation of any ordinance, but the 
committee could make a recommendation that Council adopt an ordinance against them in the future.  He 
asked for guidance on where to draw the line – Chimineas, fireplaces, etc.  He stated smoke is smoke 
regardless of where it comes from.  C/P Anderson stated that something that heats a house or a home’s 
water is very different from burning a Chiminea.  C/P Hetherington stated it is not different if the Chiminea 
is blowing in his window and bothering him.  Pres. Handlan stated this could be a safety hazard if the unit 
is not built to the recommended specifications.  C/P Hetherington stated no one knows what information 
this particular person received.  He stated if he wanted to sell someone something that cost $5,000 he 
would do whatever he could to get the person to buy that product.  C/P Mengel stated she would be 
interested to find out what the person wanted the shed for and C/P Hetherington stated that might be 
where he stores the wood to keep it dry.  He stated he knows the person who has the unit and he can talk 
to him.  He stated it is the former Yerger residence on the corner of Water and Snyder Streets.  
Pres. Handlan stated Mgr. Bickhart will look into any permits that may have been required.  Mr. Bolig 
stated if the stack were raised it would most likely eliminate 90% of the problem.  He stated there are 
stacks available that go up 20 feet or more.  Pres. Handlan asked that Mr. Bolig share his research with 
C/P Hetherington for use by the Safety Committee.  She asked that the committee look at the safety issue 
of being within such close proximity to other structures.  If it overheated in some way it could take out 
quite a few homes.  C/P Hetherington stated the Safety Committee will check it out, but that this will open 
a can of worms.  Pres. Handlan stated they would just be looking into it for now. 
 
Arthur Watt – Abandoned Property – Mr. Watt asked how things were moving along with the property 
next to his, stating their siding is blowing into his yard.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that Gary Christian, a local 
realtor, has been working on this to find a solution.  He called this afternoon, stating he had a verbal 
agreement between the buyer, the seller and the bank, which holds a substantial mortgage, that would 
result in the property being sold and the buyer quickly demolishing the structure.  Mgr. Bickhart has 
spoken with Solicitor Cravitz about pushing the woman property owner to take care of this or the Borough 
would take action to get the right to demolish the building.  The bill would be sent to her and if she did not 
pay it a lien would be placed on the property.  Mr. Watt stated he thought this action was taken last month 
and Solicitor Cravitz replied that if the woman does it voluntarily it will save the Borough a lot of money.  
Mr. Watt asked who would be liable if the siding blows off the house and hits any of his grandchildren who 
are playing in his yard.  Solicitor Cravitz replied that the woman who owns the house would be liable.  He 
stated Mr. Watt could bring a private action against the woman, spending his own money instead of the 
Borough’s money, and sue her to get her to clean up her property.  He stated she is trespassing on 
Mr. Watt’s land with her property so he can bring a private action against her.  Mr. Watt stated if he had 
been told this seven months ago when he thought Council was taking action on this he would probably 
have done it.  He stated his home is for sale and it is costing him money because no one wants to buy his 
home when they see the property next door.  He stated the siding is laying in his yard and he cannot pick 
it up for medical reasons.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he told Gary Christian a couple weeks ago that this 
meeting date was important and that if he had anything he needed to bring it here in writing.  Gary called 
today to say he feels he is a few days away from reaching a solution.  Mr. Watt said his neighbor said he 
was going to buy it for $25,000 but the woman owes $50,000 on the property.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that 
Gary Christian has worked with the bank on this because they hold a mortgage for more money than 
anyone will ever give the woman for the property in the condition that it is currently in.  The bank is willing 
to work on a deal that leaves them holding part of the bag.  Mr. Watt asked how many more months he 
will have to wait for this to come about.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the Borough will not wait months and 
Mr. Watt stated this has already been going on since last November.  C/P Hetherington stated there was 
discussion earlier about ordinances that need to be enforced, and this is another one.  He stated if the 
ordinances are not going to be enforced then why does the Borough have them.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the 
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woman was sent a letter and the time limit has run out.  He is not sure what the next step is.  Solicitor 
Cravitz stated the next step is to bring an action against her.  Mgr. Bickhart stated it is the Borough’s 
money so Council needs to make the decision.  He is just passing along what he heard today from Gary 
Christian.  He stated he was not happy because he wanted something in writing by tonight.  There have 
been verbal offers all through this situation and they have never come to fruition.  Council could give them 
a week as a buffer or no time at all; however, the next step is costly.  Pres. Handlan asked what Council 
would get in a week’s time.  Solicitor Cravitz replied that it could result in the sale of the property with the 
buyer to tear it down.  Mgr. Bickhart stated there should hopefully be an agreement of sale within a week.  
Solicitor Cravitz reported the problem the Borough will run into is that the Borough’s lien is behind the 
bank’s so if Council votes to continue with further action they will not recoup the money from the property.  
He stated that is why he and Mgr. Bickhart have been very circumspect about spending the Borough’s 
money on something from which they will never recover their money.  He stated the cost to tear the 
building will be between $20,000 and $35,000 with no prospect of getting it back.  Pres. Handlan asked if 
the Borough can remedy the safety hazard that is resulting from the siding blowing off.  Solicitor Cravitz 
stated that that can be done.  The Borough staff can go in and secure the property and put boards up on 
it after the building is declared to be condemned as a health hazard.  Mr. Watt again expressed frustration 
with the length of time this whole process is taking.  Pres. Handlan stated that while Council is trying to 
save the Borough money, they do not want Mr. Watt’s family to be jeopardized.  Mr. Watt stated he could 
find someone to tear down the house a lot cheaper than the amounts quoted by Solicitor Cravitz.  
C/P Anderson asked what the next step is to condemn the building.  Solicitor Cravitz stated the Borough 
would condemn the property and send the owner notice that a contractor would be sent in to secure the 
property pending demolition.  Pres. Handlan suggested doing this, and then not waiting more than week 
to proceed with the next step.  Code enforcement is not the Borough’s strong suit but this is a safety 
issue.  Solicitor Cravitz stated he can take care of the condemnation tomorrow.  Mr. Watt said that he 
does not mind working with the Borough to save them money, but he is concerned about the siding 
blowing around.  C/P Inch asked who owned the property and Mr. Watt said he was not sure of the 
woman’s real name.  He thought it was Black.  She had bought the property for her son, who lived there, 
and then her boyfriend started a large addition without a permit so the Borough stopped him.  He 
abandoned it and there is no roof on it.  It has just been deteriorating ever since.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the 
woman’s name is Margaret Pstrak.  Pres. Handlan asked if Council was okay with taking this interim step 
to secure the property and everyone agreed.  Mayor Carroll asked if the Borough crew can pick up what 
is lying in Mr. Watt’s yard since he cannot do that himself.  Solicitor Cravitz stated the crew really should 
not do this because it is on private property and if they do this for one private homeowner they should be 
doing it for everybody.  He stated if someone drives by and sees this, they could call the Borough office 
and ask that the crew come to help them because maybe they are elderly and cannot take their garbage 
out or whatever.  Mr. Watt asked if he could call the police department to enforce the ordinance.  Solicitor 
Cravitz stated that he could call the police and say the woman’s property is trespassing on his ground and 
see if they will do anything.  C/P Hetherington asked if Mr. Watt could hire someone to remove the siding 
and recover his costs.  Solicitor Cravitz stated that would be part of the damages for trespassing but he 
would have to take the woman to court and he may not recover because there are liens on the property 
and the owner has no money.  Pres. Handlan asked if Mr. Watt had neighbors who could help him.  At 
this point, Mr. Watt expressed concern about getting in trouble because the siding in his yard is still 
connected to the house, which is only about a foot away from his property.  Solicitor Cravitz stated that 
because of this, the Borough crew would be able to take care of this when they secure the building.  
C/P Mengel stated that Council should seriously consider a code officer for Selinsgrove during the next 
budget discussions.  She stated Council cannot and should not be handling these issues.  Pres. Handlan 
thanked Mr. Watt for coming to the meeting and expressed her regret that he has had to go through this. 
 
MORE UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PRIOR MEETINGS: 
 
Review List of Council Issues – Mgr. Bickhart reported that 2004-07 is the landlord ordinance that was 
discussed tonight.  Pres. Handlan asked that everyone take a look at this latest version.  Solicitor Cravitz 
and CK-COG have gone over it.  Many of Brian Betz’s original issues were incorporated into this version.  
Any Council member who has any issues with this version should send an email to Mgr. Bickhart or 
Solicitor Cravitz. 
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Mgr. Bickhart stated the rate ordinance, 2004-11, has been put aside until the landlord ordinance takes 
effect.  There will be a fee, which he has not yet proposed.  By the time of the next meeting with the 
landlords, he should be able to suggest an administrative fee for the Borough.  This is a registration fee of 
$10 or $20.  He should also have an idea from CK-COG of what they routinely charge for an inspection.  
In the rewrite of the ordinance it notes that the landlords can go to CK-COG or any certified inspector that 
they wish to use.  This will then be market driven and not driven by the Borough in terms of fees.  
C/P Inch asked if there are other inspectors besides CK-COG in the area.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that there 
are others around that are certified to do building inspections.  The new ordinance defines what the 
criteria are to be satisfactorily certified. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart stated that 2004-12 talks about the floodplain ordinance, which got sidetracked because of 
the floodplain maps.  Council is now at the point where they need to adopt the maps and the ordinance 
within six months from some date that FEMA has not set yet. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart reported that the Weiser Run situation was proceeding along with Randy Varner until his 
death.  Mgr. Bickhart was contacted in mid-March by Troy Beaver, who has been assigned to take over 
for Randy.  Troy was brought up to date and he was going to back to the school district with the 
Borough’s offer to share the engineering costs, but he has not gotten back to Mgr. Bickhart yet. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart reported that the Borough is in the spring cycle of dredging out Weiser Run.  He is working 
with PennDOT through the Agility Program to get the grade-all back to get more sediment out, as is done 
every spring. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart reported he is working through the junk and abandoned vehicles ordinance.  He stated he is 
in the process of compiling a Borough-wide list that will include everyone who is in violation.  
C/P Hetherington stated a few cars have already been removed. 
 
Mgr. Bickhart noted that he added 2007-1.  C/P Reuning’s committee has begun looking at unsafe 
sidewalks in the Borough.  A list is being compiled of the most offensive and hazardous sidewalk areas.  
C/P Reuning stated this will take most of the year.  Pres. Handlan stated she has come across some 
sidewalks she feels are unsafe and would like to report them.  C/P Reuning stated the sidewalks have to 
be measured. 
 
C/P Hetherington asked if Council would consider changing the noise ordinance to 10:00 PM rather than 
11:00 PM.  He states his normal bedtime is 11:00 but he would like some peace and quiet before.  He 
stated that on Saturday at 4:30 in the afternoon the music was louder than the race track.  Seven kids 
were in the back yard where the fire was, urinating in the open.  C/P Hetherington stated he is a taxpayer 
and he should not have to put up with loud music and parties.  He would like to have the ordinance 
dropped to 10:00 PM.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that the noise ordinance does not state 11:00 PM.  He 
explained that the noise ordinance pertains to any noise that can be clearly heard 50 feet from the 
boundary of a property at any time, day or night.  He stated C/P Hetherington should call the police to 
report any noncompliance.  C/P Hetherington asked if the police department has the equipment to 
measure the noise level.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the noise only has to be heard outside the boundary and 
C/P Hetherington stated he could have the kids arrested 24/7.  He asked how much his property value 
goes down because of the college kids having parties.  He asked who would want to buy his house, 
which is surrounded by college kids.  At 2:00 AM someone over on the corner was screaming and 
hollering all night long.  C/P Hetherington stated when he calls the police he gets nasty letters from his 
neighbors.  He feels something should be done.  Pres. Handlan and others urged C/P Hetherington to call 
the police, and he asked how many times he has to call them.  Pres. Handlan stated that if the police go 
to a residence often enough they will actually fine them and arrest them.  C/P Hetherington said there are 
two sides to every coin, and someone should talk to the kids to find out how often they have been 
arrested.  He stated this has gone on too long.  He stated Pres. Handlan should be able to hear them also 
in her home.  She replied that she does hear them, and that she is one of the most sleep-deprived people 
in town.  She stated it was her choice to live in a college town.  C/P Hetherington stated the race track 
has been at the end of town since 1949 and people complain about that.  He asked where the line will be 
drawn.  Mayor Carroll stated that his neighbor across the street called the police due to a change in 
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garbage vendors at the college.  The garbage was dumped at 3:30 AM.  Officer Grove took the call and 
made a report.  The issue was in the newspaper and the garbage vendor has changed their pickup time.  
He stated it does help to call the police department and if citizens call them they will respond.  
C/P Hetherington stated the state police were there, but he does not know where the Borough police 
were.  Mayor Carroll stated it may have been a time when someone was off with the Borough police.  He 
encouraged people to call the police because they do respond and they do write it up.  He stated Council 
has told other citizens who attend meetings that these are issues that need to be brought to the police 
department’s attention.  Mgr. Bickhart stated it is a common misconception that the noise ordinance has 
hours in it.  It does state that construction is limited from 7:00 AM to 10:00 PM, but that is a separate 
issue with construction sites.  Noise can be made for legitimate purposes, such as snowblowers early in 
the morning.  These types of activities are permitted if it is for a legitimate purpose.  Construction activity 
is a legitimate purpose but it is limited in hours because of the residential nature.  C/P Hetherington asked 
if it was asking too much to have peace and quiet from 10:00 PM to 7:00 AM.  He asked why the 
Susquehanna students are allowed to do anything they want.  C/P Anderson stated the ordinance already 
covers all hours of the day, as long as the noise is audible.  She urged C/P Hetherington to call the police.  
C/P Hetherington asked, if he can hear the screaming and shouting at his house, why can’t the police 
hear it and do something about it when they are only a block further down the street.  He asked to have 
an answer to this question at the next Council meeting.  Mayor Carroll stated he will speak with Chief 
Garlock about this and the chief will most likely call C/P Hetherington before the next Council meeting.  
C/P Hetherington stated he wants this answer at a public meeting so everyone can hear it, and he wants 
it in the minutes word for word and not how people think it should be.  He stated he will bring his own 
recorder to meetings from now on and record them to see if they match.  C/P Reuning stated he will bring 
earplugs.  C/P Hetherington stated Mr. Watt has gotten no satisfaction on his issues yet either.  He stated 
enough is enough and he wants to see some action.  Pres. Handlan directed Council to move on to the 
next item on the agenda. 
 
COMMITTEE / COMMISSION / BOARD REPORTS: 
 
FINANCE & BUDGET COMMITTEE:  C/P Inch, Chairman 
 
Payment and Ratification of Bills 
 
C/P Inch reported that as part of the bills to be approved this evening, there is a payment included for 
Streetscape Part 2 for $120,313.35.  The committee found everything to be in order. 
 
Motion by C/P Inch to pay the bills.  Seconded by C/P Reuning. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 

Fence Bids for Water Street Parking Lot – C/P Inch stated that the parking lot on Water Street catty-
corner from the skating rink has a deteriorating fence.  The committee got two bids to fix the fence.  The 
lower bid was $975 from Apollo Fence. 
 
Motion by C/P Inch to accept this bid to fix the fence.  Seconded by C/P Anderson 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
Statewide Tax Recovery, Inc. - Exoneration Requests – Mgr. Bickhart reported the following 
exoneration requests, all in the amount of $5.50:  Ernina Cotto was a non-resident in 1999, 2000 and 
2001; Laurie L. Bowers already paid for 2006; Irene Powers was in a nursing home in 2006; Kelly Grattan 
was a non-resident in 2006; Kristin E. Robinson was a non-resident in 2006; Jennifer Riley was a non-
resident in 2006. 
 
Motion by C/P Mengel for exoneration of these people.  Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
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PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES COMMITTEE:  C/P Reuning, Chairman – C/P Reuning asked that 
anyone who notices unsafe sidewalks report them to Mgr. Bickhart so the committee can take a look at 
them and measure them. 
 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION / PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT:  C/P Mengel, Chairwoman 
 
C/P Mengel reported that it is probably time to start thinking about visiting J.A.W.S. and the County.  She 
asked if Mgr. Bickhart has heard anything from Debbie Wolf on this.  Mgr. Bickhart stated the contact he 
has had with Debbie recently was concerning the “pay-as-you-throw” initiative, which included two public 
information meetings.  He stated there has been no proposal yet with the County.  C/P Mengel stated one 
meeting was canceled due to the snow and she never heard any more about it.  Mgr. Bickhart stated it 
was rescheduled and held about a week or so after.  He stated the last he heard about the issue of the 
Borough’s contract arrangements with the Lycoming County Landfill was that they were working on a 
proposal for the Borough, and they would be submitting a proposal.  He stated John Yingling is taking the 
lead on this and will be contacting the Borough to review the proposal.  C/P Anderson stated that there 
was discussion about visiting both the landfill and J.A.W.S. in April or May so they could be better 
informed.  She stated she can go any time before May 24.  C/P Mengel stated it would have to be a 
Saturday for her due to her work schedule.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he can make the arrangements. 
 
Pres. Handlan reported that there are some interested parties coming to the library board meeting this 
month, including at least one county commissioner and some stakeholders who are behind some of the 
fundraising efforts.  These people wish to express their concern about the library and those rumors from 
the board members who are looking outside the Borough to build a new library.  She stated not much 
more has gone on with respect to the library looking at additional pieces of land.  They have not made a 
decision yet to move out of the Borough.  They are looking at land availability in the area and have had 
conversations with various parties, including the YMCA and Penn Township.  C/P Anderson asked if a 
new director has been hired yet and Pres. Handlan stated they are close to doing so, possibly by the end 
of the month. 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS:  C/P Herb, Chairman – No Report 
 
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:  C/P Anderson, Chairwoman – No Report 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  C/P Hetherington, Chairman – No Report 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Earl Moyer, Chairman – No Report 
 
ZONING HEARING BOARD:  Glen Rohrer, Chairman – No Report 
 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION:  Dalton Savidge, Chairman – No Report 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD:  Richard Norman, Chairman 
 
Mgr. Bickhart reported the next Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan 
Advisory Committee meeting will be held April 19, 2007 at 7:00 PM at Selinsgrove Borough Council 
Meeting Room.  Pres. Handlan reminded Council of the ribbon cutting and dedication of the Life Trail on 
Sunday, April 22 at 2:30 PM.  Mgr. Bickhart stated Council members should all be receiving invitations. 
 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION:  Karl Maul, Chairman – No Report 
 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 
 
MAYOR:  Pete Carroll – Mayor Carroll reported that everyone was in attendance at the Boroughs 
Association breakfast meeting.  He stated it was a good overview and a nice way to meet the people that 
you talk to on the phone, including Shelly Haupt and Chris. 
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Mayor Carroll reported that he filled in at the last minute for Mgr. Bickhart at the Great Smoke-Out.  There 
were about 200 students, including some that attended Council meetings in the recent past.  He was 
asked to speak and urged the participants to continue to spread their message to siblings and peers. 
 
Mayor Carroll attended the SKATERS organizational meeting at their request.  He emphasized to them 
that Council is giving them an opportunity with the new ordinance and they should police themselves.  If 
complaints come in then citations will be issued and the review committee will look at the ordinance.  If 
the skateboarders do not follow the new ordinance Council has the right to review it.  The group did go 
through the proposed ordinance to be sure they understood it, and they will spread the word to other 
skateboarders to be sure that the ordinance is followed.  C/P Reuning stated he mentioned the dog 
pulling the skateboarder tonight because he was pretty sure it was Mr. Cowan’s son who was doing it. 
 
BOROUGH SOLICITOR:  Robert Cravitz – Nothing further 
 
BOROUGH ENGINEER:  J. A. Coukart & Associates 
 
Update on pending projects – Pres. Handlan asked if the Borough is still waiting on something 
regarding the Susquehanna University housing.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that the Borough has the letter but 
he has just not remembered to inform John Coukart of this. 
 
Tentatively Award 2007 Street and Alley Project Contract, subject to the usual reviews and 
approvals – Mgr. Bickhart reported that these bids were opened this afternoon.  There was $206,000 
budgeted and the bids are well below that amount.  Council’s action tonight should be to award the bid, 
contingent upon review of the bids by the engineer and Solicitor Cravitz, to Eastern Industries for Base 
Bid 1 in the amount of $135,737.77.  This was very close to the bid amount from G&R Charles, and even 
Dave Gutelius was not far off for a project of this magnitude.  Having such tight bids is a good sign that 
everyone bid on the same thing and there should be no problems. 
 
Motion by C/P Reuning to tentatively award the contract to Eastern Industries.  Seconded by C/P Herb. 
 
Pres. Handlan asked for some clarification of Bid 1 and Bid 2.  Mgr. Bickhart explained that John Coukart 
was afraid there was more project than the Borough had budgeted for so he came up with a Base Bid 2, 
which was to do everything except one street.  Because the Borough has budgeted more than enough 
money Base Bid 1, which includes everything, was chosen.  Pres. Handlan asked which contractor the 
Borough was having all the problems with and Mgr. Bickhart replied it was none of these bidders.  It was 
Mid-State Paving.  Pres. Handlan called for a vote on the motion. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
C/P Mengel asked what the status is with the Mid-State Paving situation.  Mgr. Bickhart reported that 
Mid-State is scheduled to begin again on April 20. 
 
Initial discussions concerning expansion of Selinsgrove Elementary School – Mgr. Bickhart 
reported that he has had an initial discussion with the school district, some representatives from their 
building committee and the architect that they have hired to look into an expansion of Selinsgrove 
Elementary School.  Council has been given a copy of the letter wherein Mgr. Bickhart went on the record 
telling the school district the things the Borough is interested in.  At the meeting these issues were 
discussed and although they did not immediately agree to everything, the school district understands that 
these are issues that need to be addressed as this process moves forward.  By being proactive at the 
beginning Mgr. Bickhart is hoping to avoid some of the problems such as those that occurred in the past.  
One of the main issues is the stormwater problem.  When the last project was all said and done, the 
school district could not do anything so they said whenever they do something at Selinsgrove Elementary 
they will deal with the problem.  That time has now come. 
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BOROUGH TREASURER:  Sharon Badman 
 
Review Treasurer’s Report for March 2007 -   Pres. Handlan asked if there were any questions on the 
Treasurer’s report.  Hearing none, she stated that it is on file for audit. 
 
Review and authorize the execution of the PennDOT Application for County Aid, pertaining to the 
use of $5,005 of Liquid Fuels monies toward the 2007 Street and Alley Program costs – 
Mgr. Bickhart stated that a motion needs to made to approve entering an application with County Aid for 
the liquid fuels monies for the coming year.  The street and alley program project was estimated at 
$206,000 for which the Borough could spend $5,005 in liquid fuels monies. 
 
Motion by C/P Hetherington to submit the application to spend the County Aid liquid fuels monies.  
Seconded by C/P Inch. 
 

AYES:  SEVEN (7) NAYS:  NONE  MOTION CARRIED 
 
BOROUGH MANAGER / SECRETARY / ZONING OFFICER:  Mgr. Bickhart 
 
Non-Police Complaint Update – A number of residents have called about property concerns on East 
Chestnut Street.  Eugene Keister indicated today that he had a concern about George Derr’s property.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated he has not looked into this yet to see what the circumstances are there.  The other 
two issues involve the Pstrak property that was already discussed tonight and Rick Romig’s property that 
is in ill repair.  Mr. Romig had started to fix it up and he should be encouraged to keep going with this. 
 
Officer Grove responded to a noise complaint having to do with a Waste Management truck banging a 
dumpster at the Child Development Center early in the morning.  This is a legitimate purpose and it would 
be hard to enforce the noise ordinance for this, but Officer Grove worked with the parties to be sure they 
understood the problem and he tried to mitigate it as much as he could. 
 
Janet Powers was doing some meter readings and found Domino’s flyers blowing around.  Mgr. Bickhart 
contacted them and talked to the manager, who indicated they will not do that any more. 
 
C/P Herb expressed concern about the sandwich sign that Weis Markets has put out at the intersection of 
Broad Street and Route 522, asking if the Borough sign ordinance would prohibit this.  Pres. Handlan 
stated the Borough uses sandwich boards around town, such as for the ice skating rink and for concerts 
at the gazebo.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that the Borough does not have a regulation for sandwich boards like 
that because they are considered temporary.  He stated Council can take exception to any that they 
choose to.  C/P Hetherington stated the issue is the sign itself and not the message that is on it.  
Mgr. Bickhart stated that the Weis sign is actually on the highway right-of-way, which is enough reason to 
object to it.  Concerns were expressed about the sign not doing much for Weis Markets and it being a 
distraction at an already busy intersection.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he will correspond with Weis Markets to 
see what can be done about it. 
 
Update of PROPERTY TRANSFERS and BUILDING PERMITS ISSUED, Janet Powers, Deputy 
Zoning and Permit Officer – Information only.  Pres. Handlan asked about whether a permanent sign is 
being constructed on West Pine Street at the old Video Stop location.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that that is 
indeed what is being built there.  He stated it is a commercial zone. 
 
Award CDBG Curb and Sidewalk Construction Contract to low bidder – Mgr. Bickhart reported that 
only one bid was received so Bill Seigel has asked the Borough to extend the time in order to get more 
bids. 
 
Initial contact concerning a proposed 198-foot-high communications (Verizon) tower along 
Industrial Park Road – Mgr. Bickhart reported that he has been contacted by a company that is planning 
to put a 198-foot communications tower on Industrial Park Road just off the parking lot of Creation 
Windows.  He stated the first contact was an informal one when a representative was in town looking 
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around.  At that point, Mgr. Bickhart tried to steer him away from the map that he had and toward the 
water tank, where communications equipment already exists.  When a more formal contact was made, 
Mgr. Bickhart again objected as much as he could.  He stated he really cannot stop this because there 
are no ordinances in place to do so.  However, he encouraged them to look at the water tower and gave 
more information about the water tower’s location and its height.  He stated that the only way to fend 
these people off is with a good alternative, which he feels the water tower is.  He stated the Borough can 
frustrate them at the very least.  He stated he would not like to see a 198-foot tower with a strobe light on 
it at the end of town.  C/P Inch asked if Verizon was on the water tower now.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that 
the current equipment on the water tower belongs to Cingular.  Pres. Handlan asked what towers are 
across the river and wondered if they could put the new tower over there.  C/P Hetherington thought one 
of them across the river was communications of some sort.  C/P Mengel asked if the tower would interfere 
with the airport and Mgr. Bickhart stated Verizon already has a waiver from the FAA.  He stated the FAA 
grants waivers to everyone, including the new Catholic Church whose steeple will be sticking way up into 
the air with floodlights shining up onto it from the ground.  Council agreed that Mgr. Bickhart should 
continue to push Verizon toward the water tower and away from Industrial Park Road.  C/P Inch asked if 
Verizon would have to pay someone for land rental to construct the tower.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that it is 
proposed for the Creation Windows property, and with their bankruptcy taking place Verizon will most 
likely not get a piece of property there any time soon.  The parent company of Creation Windows went 
bankrupt so the property will probably be tied up for a while. 
 
Proposal to expand Agility Agreement to include PennDOT storing salt and anti-skid materials for 
the Borough – Mgr. Bickhart would like to expand the agility agreement to include PennDOT storing the 
Borough’s salt and anti-skid so the Borough would not have to build a salt storage shed.  Before Gary 
retired he talked to PennDOT about this and PennDOT did not think it would work.  Mgr. Bickhart and 
Corby went down to talk to PennDOT and explained what they had in mind, and they now see that it 
could work.  Mgr. Bickhart stated he will keep pressing them.  It would be very beneficial to the Borough 
and would be a great use of the agility program because the Borough carries a credit, with PennDOT 
owing the Borough services all the time.  This would be one of those services and PennDOT could figure 
out a rent per year to keep the Borough’s salt and anti-skid.  The Borough handles 70 or 80 tons of 
material and PennDOT handles up to 4,000 tons of material so the Borough’s amount would be minimal.  
Mgr. Bickhart gave Council a copy of a letter explaining the conditions that he is trying to get PennDOT to 
agree to.  Pres. Handlan stated that she thought there was about $40,000 budgeted to build a salt 
storage shed.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that the amount has been budgeted for three or four years now, but 
he cannot bring himself to spend that amount of the Borough’s money on a salt storage shed when 
100 yards away there is a huge salt storage shed and the Borough just needs to be permitted to go down 
and use it.  He stated there will be environmental regulations coming down some day about storing salt 
because it is a hazardous material.  Salt is stored somewhat carefully now but it would be best to allow 
PennDOT to take on that responsibility for the Borough’s material.   C/P Inch asked if the Borough would 
buy its salt from PennDOT.  Mgr. Bickhart replied that they cannot do that, which was part of the hang-up.  
The Borough will buy its own salt and anti-skid and have its truck deliver it to PennDOT’s yard.  Then the 
Borough will go down and use it, keeping track of it on a tonnage basis, and when the Borough’s material 
is depleted their truck will take more down.  Another concern of PennDOT was equipment and operators, 
so Mgr. Bickhart pointed out to them that the Borough loads the material with its front end loader now so 
they would just run their backhoe down with the truck.  During a snowstorm they only use a truck and a 
half so it would mean two trips at the most down to the PennDOT shed.  C/P Reuning asked about the 
variety of materials mentioned in the letter and Mgr. Bickhart replied that this is another advantage.  
PennDOT make blends that the Borough does not currently make.  The Borough would be able to use 
whatever blend is best and keep track of the quantities of anti-skid and salt depending on the mix, which 
is typically 25, 50 and 75.  The Borough typically uses a 50/50 mix.  PennDOT recommends that under 
certain circumstances it is better to have more anti-skid and less salt, and under other circumstances the 
reverse is true.  If the Borough did build a salt storage shed they would build several bins in order to have 
more mixes but again, it better if PennDOT will agree to Mgr. Bickhart’s proposal. 
 
Notice concerning the placement of the Simon Snyder Historical Plaque, as funded by Selin’s 
Grove Brewing Company and the PA Historic and Museum Commission – Mgr. Bickhart reported 
that the plaque is up and looks nice. 
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Notice concerning Selinsgrove Environmental Update meeting to be held on Wednesday, April 11, 
2007 at 1:00 PM in Senator John Gordner’s office – Mgr. Bickhart stated the university asked for an 
update so this meeting was scheduled.  Pres. Handlan is not able to go and asked C/P Herb if he would 
be able to attend with Mgr. Bickhart.  C/P Herb thought he could work it out.  Mgr. Bickhart stated there is 
nothing onerous with this.  DEP has published their second round of testing and their website shows the 
extent of this testing.  They did not find anything of any concern.  There were some herbicides found on 
the Rhoads Mills property that will be followed up on to determine if anything needs to be removed.  DEP 
is not surprised and the levels are not such that they would cause anyone any problems.  Mgr. Bickhart 
stated this meeting is not being held because a private meeting is needed, but just because the university 
wanted some assurances and wanted to talk to people again.  Pres. Handlan stated that the people listed 
were all in attendance at the first meeting that she attended.  She stated this will be a follow-up meeting 
to make sure everyone is on the same page. 
 
Reminder – PSAB 2007 Conference and Exhibition, June 24-27, 2007, Valley Forge – anyone 
interested in attending should let Sheri know – Mgr. Bickhart stated that if anyone is interested in 
attending this they should let Sheri or him know so they can take care of the arrangements. 
 
SELINSGROVE MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY – Donald Bottiger, Chairman – No Report 
 
EASTERN SNYDER COUNTY REGIONAL AUTHORITY – Bob Dagle and George Kinney, Chairmen 
– No Report 
 
NORTH-EASTERN SNYDER COUNTY JOINT AUTHORITY – C/P Hetherington and Mgr. Bickhart – 
No Report 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
Cancer Issue – C/P Anderson thanked Pres. Handlan and Mgr. Bickhart for all the extra work they had to 
do because of the Harrisburg Patriot News article and the cancer scare.  Pres. Handlan appreciated the 
thanks and stated she has put in a lot of extra hours and a lot of weekend hours, but nothing in 
comparison to what Mgr. Bickhart has put in.  She stated she cannot tell Council how many hours he has 
put into this and she is glad he is in this position through this incident.  She stated no one else could have 
provided the coverage and had the input with so many different entities, from the Departments of Health 
and Environmental Protection, to the university, and to the parents.  She stated they were asked to be at 
Susquehanna University last Saturday from 8:30 to 2:00 to be a resource for any parents who had 
concerns.  Because the university has been so proactive and has had sessions throughout the state and 
on the Internet, communicating to alumni, current students, and accepted students, there were only 
11 families that came in with questions.  They were provided with copies of the Borough’s water 
consumer report and some articles on the situation.  Pres. Handlan stated she was very proud of 
Mgr. Bickhart and his representation of the Borough.  C/P Inch stated he was very pleased also and it is 
being borne out that the Borough was right in proceeding the way they did.  He stated he is also proud of 
Mgr. Bickhart and Pres. Handlan for the way they have handled this situation and the excellent job they 
have done.  Pres. Handlan stated she cannot stress enough how much effort and research was put into 
this by Senator Gordner and Representative Fairchild, including letters that they crafted and sent to the 
experts on this issue.  She stated they are doing a remarkable job in looking out for the Borough’s best 
interests.  This issue will not go away for some time, but fortunately the results are coming out in the 
Borough’s favor.  However, there are still some disbelievers but it was noted that that would happen in 
any circumstance.  Mgr. Bickhart stated that there are actually relatively few disbelievers.  When he talks 
to groups, there are usually a few questions but once they hear the answers they are quite comfortable.  
Notwithstanding what the Patriot News would try to make people think, it is a small group of people who 
still maintain the position that there was something in the Borough.  He stated that even after all the 
diligent efforts, some people still say that DEP is trying to hide something.  He stated if people would just 
look at the data and what has been done they will see that nobody is hiding anything, yet there is a 
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detractor who continues to say that.  The problem is that the detractors are very vocal and the Patriot 
News will not quit.  The Borough residents took this extremely well and very few actually called with 
concerns.  Most people just did not believe the reports and knew that it was an exaggeration.  This is not 
an industrialized area and a massive cleanup never occurred at Rhoads Mills.  The citizens stood tall in 
the face of that first article.  The university students by and large are smarter than that.  The ones that 
have made choices have done so because the parents cannot come to terms with it and the parents 
influence what the students do.  This is not even a subject on campus any more and it was never really a 
subject in The Crusader.  No one locally has bought into this.  Pres. Handlan stated she has spoken with 
the Bowen Agency, who states they have gotten no calls relating to concerns with rental properties.  A 
group of students did move out of the warehouse and some students are trying to break their leases, but 
they are few and far between.  Very few people came into the Borough office and those who did were 
very appreciative of the information that was shared with them.  C/P Inch asked about enrollment 
statistics at the university.  Pres. Handlan stated the university expects a record enrollment this year.  She 
stated the situation is sad for the students who elected not to come to Susquehanna because of this 
incident, but again, maybe that is not the student they want at Susquehanna anyway because they are 
not critical thinkers.  She stated it was also sad to hear about what is supposed to be a joyous time for a 
high school student who has selected his college and is excited about his choice only to be ridiculed by 
friends and teased about picking “that cancer college”.  C/P Reuning stated this whole issue reflects a 
distrust of government today on all levels.  C/P Anderson stated that the original mother will never be able 
to accept any explanation for the loss of her child.  Margaret Siro asked whether the issue the mother 
brought up about when her son was here has been addressed and Pres. Handlan replied that that has all 
been addressed.  She stated the only thing that has not been completed yet is the Department of Health 
match of the 20 years of alumni, which is still ongoing.  It will be a while yet before this match, which will 
identify any alumni that developed cancer to see if there is any relation or unusually high number, is done.  
All the environmental tests are done and all the results have come back fine.  It will never be determined 
why the woman’s son developed the type of cancer that he did.  However, these studies would identify if 
there was something blatantly wrong.  Mr. Watt asked if the Borough would be able to go after the 
Harrisburg paper for a retraction.  C/P Reuning stated that would be the worst thing the Borough could 
do, and Pres. Handlan stated the Borough does not have the resources to do that.  She stated the claims 
from the initial article are being researched.  The three experts that were interviewed for that initial article 
have been contacted to find out why they said what they said. 
 
MAYOR – Mayor Carroll reported that he met the mother from the new bakery at the end of town.  He 
gave her a Borough newsletter and she was very pleased that she was in the newsletter.  She said she 
hopes to open to the public in May.  Her mother will be working there and there will be a front counter girl.  
She does sticky buns now for the hotel.  She does cakes at home.  She will sell individual pieces, pies, 
cakes, etc.  Mgr. Bickhart stated she had called him to see if there was any grant money available to 
start-up businesses.  He referred her to the Small Business Development Center at Bucknell but she had 
already been to them.  C/P Anderson stated the KIZ would not apply to a bakery. 
 
OTHERS 
 
New Borough Business Openings – Emma’s is scheduled to open April 24, with a special opening for 
selected people this Saturday.  The bakery should be opening in May and Irene’s in June.  Kinfolks is 
doing very well under its new ownership. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:33 p.m. following Motion for adjournment by C/P Herb. 
 
 
Attachments: None 


